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RESTRICTED SESSION 

INTELLIGENCE UPDATE (NR) 

NATO SECRET 

Colonel Nohr briefed the Military Committee on 
the military sItuatIon in Poland. 

The Danish Member said that certain information 
received from Denmark indicated that there had been a 
slight increase in the state of readiness of some East 
German and Czechoslovakian units. That information 
tended to confirm the assessment presented by the Briefer. 
Information from a press source indicated that the first 
trial of people charged with violating martial law was 
about to start. 

He announced that Denmark had taken certain 
additional precautions: air reconnaissance in the Baltic 
and naval surveillance had been increased. 

Denmark's general assessment of the situation 
In Poland conformed to the IMS's assessment, but there was 
a feeling that strikes were spreading and, although the 
current situation was calm, anything might happen. 

The United Kingdom Member said that all the 
information available to the United Kingdom tended to accord 
with the Briefer's views. However there was speculation 
that 17 December 1981 could be a significant date as it was 
the anniversary affecting an event in Gdansk. 

He pointed out that it would be of general 
interest if the type of units so far committed could be 
identified. The type of elite organisations deployed, such 
as airborne and armoured units and the special security 
forces which consisted of party members, might provide an 
indication of how far the army had already been committed. 
His Authorities had received reports that relations between 
the armed forces and the civilian population remained cordial. 

The Chairman agreed that a briefing on the structure 
of the forces updating the one of a year earlier would be of 
use if it helped to identify the type of forces already committed. 

He pointed out that at the meeting of the NAC on the 
previous day, Acbassadors had decided that it would be right for 
NATO to adopt a generally low profile and not to interfere but 
to await the outcome of events. This had been reflected in the 
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reports in th~ media of the Secretary General's slJbsequent 
press conference. The NAC was unlikely to mee: to discuss 
Poland again unless events changed, as Members would not 
wish it to become known that they were meeting for that 
purpose. 

He appealed to nations to provide the Intelligence 
Division, IMS with any information which they received 
concerning Poland. 
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