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.Text of the Statement made by the Unitcd Kingdom
Representative in the, Nonth Stlantic Council on
nu%s‘c O '1 )(1

In deciding whot consribution they could make to a
NMATO military build-up, tae RBritish Government have naturally
been bound to keep in mind two important considerations -
first, their commitments in the Middle East, the Far Tast and
elsewhere, and secondly, the United Xingdom balance of
payments position. I think the Council will recognise that
the proposed United Kingilom contribution, which I am about to
describe, represents a r2al effort and especially so if due
account is taken of these two factors. In particular, I
think the Council will recognise the force of 3ir Paul Mason's
assurance, when he spoke: on the balance of payments position
on July 24, that the Br.tish Government were determined that
that position should do nothing to weaken NATO's defences.
2a The British Government have decided that they would be
prepared to bring their forces in Germany up to a higher
state of operational readiness ond strength by taking the
following measures:-
(a) by sending t> Germany one SAGW reginent
followed Dby two LAA regiments;
(b) by retaining in Germany for the time being
the three fighter sguadrons which, 2s the NATO
Council hes been informed, were to have been
' withdrawn a the end of this year;
(¢) by supplementing the fighter strength of these
squadrons by sending additional Javelin fighter

aircraft tc Germany;

/(a)
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(d) by earmarking in the United Kingdom o
squadron of Canberra reconnaissance aircrafit
in support of SACRUI if required;
(e) by forming as part of the strategic reserve
a division in the Urited IKingdom, including
armouvr, which can be held available as
reinforcement for our forces in Germany.
3, Our nuclear strategic bombers, which constitute a
formidable backing to the shield forces of the Alligance, will
be held at an appropriate statz of readiness.
L, In the event of an emerzgeacy the necessary reservists
could be quickly called up and sent to Germany. Plans exist
for this purpose, including monilization plans, should the
situation require it. Her liajesty's Government stand ready
to use their constitutional povers to call ug a guarter of
a million of trained men and to embody the territorial army.
As Her lajesty's Government Lave slready indicated,
Parliament would be recalled if necessary.
5 No formal announcement will be made of these plans until
the necessary executive action has been taken in the
United XKingdom, Bach step will then be announced at the
appropriate time.
6. May I emphasise this last point? There is to be no
announcement of the programme a3 a whole. The full
programme will only become knowi over a period as each
successive step is taken. My authorities attach the highest
importance to this, from the point of view of the impact of
these measures on both sides of the Iron Curtain. It follows
that any premature disclosure oil’ the information which I
/have
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No.

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

2

U.K. Milisary Measures (*)

Send to Germany 1 SAGW Regiment followed by 2
LAA Regiments.

Retain for time being 3 Fighter Squadrons in
Germany.

Semd additional Javelin fighters to Germany.

Barmark a squadron of Canberra reconnaissance
aireraf¢ for SACEUR in U.X.

Form as part of serategic reserve in U.X. a

division ineluding armour for reinforcement of
BAOR.

Hold nuclear strategic bombers at appropriate
state of readiness.

Plans exist for oall-up and sending to Germany of
necesssYry reservists.

Ready to use powers to ocall-up approximately 250,000
men and embody Territorial Army.

Programme to bde exeouted and announoced stage dy stage.

(*) Communiqué par la Délégation Brisannique 2 la

suite de la Réunion du Conseil le 8 aocts.
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No.

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(s)

1 8 aoat 1961.
TOP SECRET.

U.K. Military Measures (*)

Send to Germany 1 SA(W Regiment followed by 2
LAA Regiments.

Retain for time being 3 Fighter Squadrons in
Germany.

Send additional Javelin fighters to Germany.

Earmark a squadron of Canberra reconnaissance
aircraft. for SACEUR in °J.XK.

Form as part of strategic reserve in U.XK. a

division including armour for reinforcement of
BAOB L2

Hold nuclear strategic hombers at appropriate
state of readiness.

Planas exist for call-up anc. sending to Germany of
necessary reservists.

Ready to use powers to call-up approximately 250,000

men

and embody Territorial Aruy.

Programme to be executed ani innounced stage by stage.

(*)

Communiqué par la Déléga-ion Britannique & la
suite de la Réunion du Ccnseil le 8 aoft.



