
NATO SECRET I 3 
EXTRACT FROiYl C~R(63)i~ 

. ~!eeting. 16th December 1963 

REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 

Dr. SCHRODER ,(l}ERMANY) .... 

35. Gi v@n tJh:@ failure of its pressure on 
T.jf~'11Gn was -now applyi ng more cautiolJ.s and indirect 
particularly since the Cuban crisis. However 
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Communist wish to obtain recognition for the thesis of Berlin's 
special status as a IlFree City". To maintain intact the 
political and juridical links between the Federal Republic and 
Berlin was not a question of abstract principles but of Berlin's 
moral and psychological viability . 

36. In regard to the German question as a whole~ the 
Federal Republic would continue to maintain that a genuine 
relaxation of tension would be possible only if the Soviet Union 
was prepared to grant the right of self-determination to the _ 
German people. During 1963, the Communist regime in the Soviet 
Zone had become no more popular, and continued to be rejected and 
condemned by the majority of the population. On the other hand, 
the regime, aided by the Soviet Union, was energetically pursuing 
its efforts to obtain admission into international organizations, 
particularly in the non- governmental sector . The West must be 
particularly vigilant in this respect. 

37. Certain Eastern European government s appeared to be 
somewhat un@nthusiastic with respect to the Soviet line in the 
German and Berlin question, and the reputation of the Pankow 
Authorities in these countries appeared low. H@r@ the F@d@ral 
Republic was d@termined to utilis@ its pr@sence in th@ capitals 
of som@ satellite countries . 
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EXAIVlEN DE LA SITUATION I NTERNATIONALE 

Dr.. SCHRODER (GEIDM.NY) .'ili 

~;.5. D~v~t l' oohec des pressions exere@,®s a E~i~~J.;li;I,;' f 
sovietique s 'est rabattue sur des mesures moins temeraires e 
directes, en particulier depuis la crise cubaine, mais on ne peut 
pas dire que le s objecti1's de sa politi que se soient pro1'ondement 
modi1'iea. Depuis pres d'un an, l'Union Sovietique et Ie regime 
de Pankow se sont surtout efforces par des 
a l' . de eO'I'iIrPil$ '11 $' '" t dJi 
di i&t1o~~ .E;)I\l SUJr 1 

la pel"i~de d~ 
t faire@:Q;m@tt,F~ 

-pa rt cUlier de il1e libre" pour Berlin" Le maintien integral 
des liens politiques et juridiques entre la Republique Federale 
et Berlin ne concerne pas uni;quemen t des principes abstrai ts 
mais represente, pour Berlin, une question de vie ou de mort sur 
Ie plan moral et psychologique. 

36. Pour ce qui concerne l'ensemble du probleme allemand, 
113, Republique Federale continuera a soutenir gu'une attenuation 
reelle de la tension ne sera possible que si l'Union sovietique 
accepte de reconnaitre Ie droit du peuple allemand a l'autodeter­
mination. La popularite du regime communiste de la zone sovietique 
ne s'est pas accrue en 1 963; ce regime continue a $tre rejete et 
condamne par la majorite de la population. En revanche, il 
poursuit energiquement, avec l' Ride de l'Union Sovietique, ses ten­
tatives en vue de se 1'8ire admettre dru1S les organisations inter­
nationales, notamment celles qui ont un caractere prive. L'Ouest 
se doit de manifester a cet egard une vigilance particuliere. 

37. Cert a ins gouvernement s d'Europe orientale semblent 
que1que peu reserves a l'egard de 113, politique suivie par l'Union 
Sovietique a propos de l' A11emagne et dB Berlin, et 1e regime 
de pank.ow semble peu apprecie dans cette region. Dans ce contexte, 
la Republique Federa1e est de cidee a mettre a pro1'it sa presence 
dans lese'~;L tales d:¢ eertq1.1n$s·at·ellite,s,," 
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REVIEW OF THE INTERNATJ..Q..WJ.L SITUAT.I.O}T 

Mr. MARTIN (CANADA) ••••• 

~ SinQ;c® Cuba, the situation in Berlin had been re 
st e. However, the recent Autobahn incidents showed 
basic Soviet aims in Berlin had not altered. Fortunately the 
firm Western reaction to these probes appeared to have had'a 
salutary effect on the Soviet Authorities, although further 
incidents might be expected. 

51. IJ.ep'UifB l' affaire de Cuba, la fBi a Berlin ... @j 
connu une stabilite relative. Oependant, recents inciCleTI."Gs 
intervenus sur l'autoroute demontrent que les objectifs fonda­
mentaux des Soviets dans cette ville, nYont pas change. Fort 
heureusement, la ferme reaction des Occidentaux devant ces 
tentatives semble avoir eu un effet salutaire sur l'attitude 
des autorites sovietiques ; il ne faut cependant pas penser que 

$®r'iEB iU(l'Jiden t cl~$'€i. 
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