After seven years of provisional stay at the Palais de Chaillot, NATO moved into its first new
headquarters at the end of 1959. Located at Porte Dauphine in Paris, le “Palais de '0TAN"
was designed by French architect Jacques Carlu as a marriage between art and architecture.
It served as NATO headquarters from 1960 to 1967.

“Great spaces exist for the display of art, artifacts,
historical documents, murals, models and other
visual materials that would illustrate “the freedom,
common heritage and civilization of their peoples,
founded on the principles of democracy, individual
liberty and the rule of law. ”
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Le Cieletlaterre

Picartle Doux, Jean
Hand-woven tapesty

110 cm x 182 cm (approx.)

01958, France offered to furish
and decorate the new offce of the
Secretary General at th Palais de
VOTAN with two unique artworks:
the tapestry *Le Ciel et I terre”

by Jean Picar Le Doux and a
custommade desk and cabinet et
by André Arbus.
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Jean Picart Le Doux (1902-1962) was a well-known leading figure in the

renaissance of the art of contemporary tapestry. He produced over 400

orginal works that are instanty recognizable by his decorative, symbolc

and thematic use of images inspired by celestial bodies, nature and the

elements. He used color a5 a means 1o highight the oppositons in his
night, sky and earth,

Andrs Arbus'custom-designed desk and cabinet set was delvered 1o the Palas de [OTAN 0n 16
June:1960. Originally made 1o the specification of NATO Secretary General Paul-Henri-Spaak.
the

they purchased
offices.In
‘Gaull even gifed some ofhis works to heads of foreign states

 and Charles De

Andrs Arbus (1903 - 1969) was an intemationally clebrated
French architect and designer whose work n the decorative
arts was a throwback to the tradition and cratsmanship
of Paris inthe 19305 and 40s. His neo-classical syle
wasinformed by mingling precise fines with graceful
elegance, econciling rational structures vith lwurious
materias such as precious woods adored with
bronzes, siver, acquer of ivory inlays.

tothe 1990,
display i the NATO Archives Reading Room.
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