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NATO’S THIRD DIMENSION

FOREWARD

As the “third dimension” that helps to bridge the Alliance’s civil and military identities, science 
plays a key role at NATO in bringing nations closer together not only for their defence but also 
for their development.  As an important patron for innovative research in Western Europe, 
NATO has contributed to the transformation of the role and legacy of science in world affairs 
during the Cold War and beyond.

Since the formal establishment of the NATO Archives in 1999, the academic research 
community has been able to consult publicly disclosed documents related to NATO’s 
commitment to the development, promotion and application of scientific research.  The 
accessibility of this information has helped a new generation of scholars to shed light on the 
ancestry of the Alliance’s scientific research agenda by placing its activities within broader 
historical perspectives. 

The exhibition Science and the Alliance: NATO’s Third Dimension and this companion 
volume explores the role and evolution of NATO’s science programmes and initiatives using 
declassified and publicly disclosed documents from the NATO Archives. This booklet contains 
a curated sample of NATO documents that spotlights these developments, as well as including 
articles by the science historians who participated at the NATO Archives seminar on Science 
and the Alliance which took place in Brussels, Belgium on December 10, 2014. 

Science and the Alliance: NATO’s Third Dimension reflects the continuing aspiration of the 
NATO Archives to present important milestones in the history of the Organization. I hope 
the combined information presented in the exhibition, the booklet and the seminar offer a 
tantalizing glimpse into the history of the Alliance’s “Third Dimension” and encourages you 
to further explore the subject in depth by consulting the NATO Archives in person or on-line 
at http://archives.nato.int .

 Ineke Deserno 
 NATO Archivist
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PREFACE

The Science for Peace and Security (SPS) Programme is an established brand for NATO that 
is well known amongst Allies and Partners, and has been contributing to the core goals of 
the Alliance for many decades. Today, three core dimensions define its identity: Science, 
Partnership, and Security. It brings together scientists and experts from NATO and partner 
countries that work together to address common security challenges through cooperation in 
the fields of science, technology, innovation and beyond.

Over the past five decades, the NATO SPS Programme has proved to be flexible in responding 
to the demands of the times. When the programme was created in the 1950s, its main aim 
was to build networks among Allied researchers who would work together on cutting-edge 
science. With the end of the Cold War and NATO’s stronger focus on cooperation with 
partners, the SPS Programme reinvented itself as a valuable partnership tool of the Alliance, 
guided by the spirit of cooperative security. After a comprehensive review and reform process 
last year, the Programme received a more streamlined and strategic outlook and continues to 
be one of the Alliances’ largest and most important civilian partnership tools with a stronger 
focus on larger-scale activities with high strategic, political and public diplomacy impact. 

Today, the SPS Programme is embedded in the Emerging Security Challenges Division. But 
while the challenges are new, the SPS Programme has many years of experience bringing 
together scientists to address various scientific and security challenges, thus creating a global 
network of leading experts. We have engaged in a lot of projects which show that the SPS 
Programme is a perfect tool to enhance dialogue and cooperation with practical results. 

The exhibition and seminar “Science and the Alliance: NATO’s Third Dimension” will take 
you back to the origins of the SPS Programme and show you its evolution over the years. 
Taking into consideration the long history of the SPS Programme, I believe that this event is 
an excellent idea and I wish you an informative and enjoyable workshop.

 Ambassador Sorin Ducaru 
 Assistant Secretary General 
 Emerging Security Challenges Division
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NATO’S THIRD DIMENSION

PREFACE

Dear Reader,

I was born in 1957, the year that the USSR launched their Sputnik 1. It was also the year that 
the fundament was laid for the development of NATO S&T.

Today, 57 years later, we can only state that our ancestors have done a great job in creating 
the conditions for a vibrant NATO S&T.

Today’s NATO S&T supports our troops deployed in military theatres all over the world and 
prepares them for an uncertain future, supports partnerships and helps our decision-makers 
to take informed decisions.

Let us continue to foster and further develop NATO S&T, in the interest of our Nations and 
our great Alliance.

 Albert HUSNIAUX (MGen BEL AF) 
 NATO Chief Scientist
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NATO’S THIRD DIMENSION

“One day in April 1949,  
I read in the paper of the birth of NATO.  

Here was a small and simply administered group  
of nations bound together by the needs of defense.  

Why not use NATO as a pilot plant to test out  
the feasibility of scientific cooperation?” 

 

 Dr. Theodore von Kármán
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SCIENCE & THE ALLIANCE

The “Three Wise Men”: Halvard Lange, Foreign Minister of Norway (left),  
Gaetano Martino, Foreign Minister of Italy (centre) and Lester B. Pearson, Foreign Minister of Canada (right).



43

NATO’S THIRD DIMENSION

Extract of report of the “Three Wise Men”
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On 4 October 1957, the Soviet Union successfully launched Sputnik 1, the first artificial Earth satellite.  
In the shadow of this spectacular Soviet technological achievement, the North Atlantic Council met at the level of Heads of Government  

for the first time in December 1957, where the establishment of a NATO Science Committee  
and the position of a Science Adviser to the Secretary General was formally announced. 
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Dr. Ramsey chairs the first meeting of the Science Committee
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