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HUNCY.RISN REFUGEE STUTINTS

Note by the Netherlands Delcpction

Up to lst January, 1958, 111 Hungarian rcfugee students
?nd §e€e§ved n scholarship from the "University .isylum Fund"
Ul 1),

26 BRetwecen Deccmber 1956 ond Janunry-1958 an cven greater
number of rcfugce students rcceived assistance from the Uar,
but some of these proved to bce unnble to follow university
studics., With thce aid of the U.A.F. they were transferrced to
othcer educaticnal institutions.

Se Four students returned to Hungary, two have cmigrated
to thc United Stoates and jdustralia respceetively., Threc others
have disappearcd altogether, probably to Germany and dusturia
where they allegedly wanted to go.

L, Howcver, the vast majority of the Hungarian studcnts
who sought asylum in the Nctherlands after the Hungerian rovolu-
tirn, hove adapted themsclves to Netherlands university l.fe, in
cpitc of great difficultics, both psychological and tcechnical,

5e In general, the libertics of our higher educational
system are hard for them to understand, in particular the absence
of a rigil study scheme, Most cf the Hungarian students have
themsclves drawn up such a scheme, in the implemcntation of which
they are assisted by the local committee of the UaF or by a
"racntor",

6. Ldmission to universitics or high schools has becn
granted not on the basis of c¢xrminations but of speelalliy
crganized eourses from vhich theilr intelligence and knowlcedge
could be judged. Almost all of them could be admitted to the
aunropriate level,
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7. An cxtra Aifficulty for the Hungarian students was their
scerious lnck of knowlcedge of forcign 1anguageu. The ULF has
thererore organized courscs in Dutch and English. In a later
stage they will also be taught German,

8. Naturally only n few students have becen able to go in for
an oxaminntion, but thce rcsults obtained so far are encnuraging.

9. Trom thc beginning the activities of the ULF have haa
a wider scope than providing study-facilities, viz, to promote
the greatest prssible adaptatinn to the Western and morce particu-
larly the Nctherlands way of lifec so that its scholars, aftcr
finishing thcir studices, will have the same profcssional chances
as their Nctherlands fcecllow-students,

10, Por that recason the UAF has engaged an advisor/social
vorker who assists the students in all ficlds. Many of the
Aifficultics which thc Hungarian rcfugee studcents cncounter are
tronceable to thoe reginie under which they have becen brought up.

Time and agnin it beccomos apparcnt thnt this rcgimo gives the
individual little opportunity of doveloping a sunsc of indepcndence
an? responsibvllitye.

Palais de Chaillot,
Paris XVie,
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