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The CHAIRMAN made the  following  stateEent: 

"I have asked you t o  meet t h i s  morning s o  that  we  may 
pay t r ibu te  t o  the memory of  J o h n  Fitzgerald Kennedy, t h i r ty - f i f th  
President of' the  United  States. 

The death o f  President Kennedy a t   t h e  hand of an 
assassin is  an event  that  has shaken the wor ld .  This i s  an age 
which i s  inured t o  sorrow and well  acquainted  with grief. But 
the  s t r iking down of  the Chief  Executive of the  wor ld ' s  greatest  
power i n  the open sun l i t   s t r ee t  i s  something which i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
grasp; and throughout  the world.. the  reaction of  the common man, 
as well as that of governments has been one o f  numbed horror ,  

To our  fr iends  in  the  United  States,  we cal? only say: 
the i r   g r ie f  i s  ours. They and we have l o s t  a leader o f  out- 
s tanding  abi l i ty ,   t ransparent   s incer i ty  and utter dedication, To 
President Kennedy's widow, whose courage in   her   o rdea l  words fai l .  
me t o  describe, and t o  his children, we would- convey o r r  heart-  
f e l t  sympathy. We would n o t  intrud-e on t h e i r  sorrow, but they 
are   constant ly   in  OUT thoughts, 

lWTO and i t s  &fairs were very  near t o  President 
Kennedy's hear t .  One of h i s   f i p s t   a c t s  as President was t o  
pledge t o  t h i s   A l l i ance ,   i n  his  inaugural  address, 

' the   loyal ty  of f a i th fu l   f r i ends  ' . 

b r i l l i a n t  
h i s   f a i t h  
purposes. 

It i s  n o t  much more than two years (l st  June, 1961 ) 

review of American policies  and the world s i tuat ion.  
since he came t o  this very  table t o  af'f'irm, i n  a typical ly  

i n  this  Alliance and his  confidence  in i t s  aims and' 

President 
Many of us here today knew J o h n  Kennedy not only  as the 
o f  his country, but as  a personal  fr iend 

I t  i s  hard f o r  those o f  us who k n e w  h i m  well to sp'eak 
of  him without  emotion; of his gal lantry in war; h i s  dedication 
i n  peace; h i s  quick intel l igence;  h i s  ever-ready sympathy; h i s  
hatred of i n jus t i ce  and oppression i n  every form; and above a l l ,  
o f  his natura l ,  spontaneou,s charm, Sometimes, ta lking t o  him, 
i t  was hard t o  believe  that  this young , m m  was really carrying 
the  incredible  burdens o f  a President of the United  States i n  the 
nuclear  age. But when J o h n  Kennedy took the  oath,  he  said: 

'Let  the word go  î o r t h  from this time and place,  t o  
f r iend  and foe al ike,   that   the  torch has been passed 
t o  a new generation o f  A m e r i c a n s  - born i n  this 
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country, tempered by war, disciplined- by a hard and 
b i t te r   pea&,  proud of  our  ancient  heritage - and 
unwilling to witness or permit  the slow undoing of those 
human rights towhich this  Nation has slways been 
committed and t o  which we are  committed today, a t  home 
and around  the wor ld .  ' 
Those words might well  serve t o  desclaibe Kennedy 

himself. 

Nearly a hundred  years ago, another American President, 
who a l so  h.ad given h i s  l i f e  t o  the remedying OP i n jus t i ce  and the 
r e l i e f  of oppression was s t m c k  dowa by an assass in ' s  hand. But 
before he died, Abraham Lincoln  formulated, i n  imperishable words,  
the tasks that  the dead  bequeath t o  the  l iving:  

'It is f o r  as, the  l iving,  rather t o  be dedicated  here 
t o  the  unfinished work they  have thus f a r  s o  nobly 
advmced. It i s  ra ther  for us t o  be here  dedicated t o  
the  great  task remaining  before us ,  that  f r o m  those 
honored dead, we take  increased  devotion t o  tha t  cause 
f o r  which they  here gave the las t  full measure of 
devotion D ,,. f 

(Gettysburg  oration) 

h d  s o  t o  President L-vndon J o h s o n ,  who has assumed the 
burdens 02 the Presidency i n  such tragic  cir&mstances,  I know you 
would wish me t o  offer i n  your name whatever  support i t  i s  i n   t h e  
power o f  t . h i s  Council t o  give,  

John Kenned-y died  in   the Plower of his age9 h i s  destiny 
unfu l f i l l ed ,  his task unfinished. The life tha t  ended s o  
t r ag ica l ly   i n   Da l l a s  on Friday TjfaS as  abundant i n  promise as i t  
had already  been i n  achievement. Once already, he  had  saved the 
world from disas te r .  Had he been  spared t o  u s ,  who hot l i s  what 
fur ther   services  he would have rendered t o  his country and t o  a l l  
mankind? 

It is not f o r  1.1s t o  question  the ways of Providence. 
But i t  fola us  t o  resolve - as Abraham Lincoln said - ' t ha t  the 
dead should E o t  have died  in   vain '  . 

J o h n  Kennedy's place i n  h i s t o r y  i s  secure. His name 
will l ive  as one of the  great men o f  our time, Let u s  see t o  it 
tha t  we are worthy of  his sac r i f i ce , "  
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Speaking as  dean o f  the  Council,  the BELGIAN 
REPESEITTliTIm made the  following sta'cernent: 

w 

Oa behalf of my colleagues, I wish t o  join my voice to 
yours and proclaim with you the deep g r i e f   f e l t  by the  Council. 
A l l  that  words can  express i n  such a circumstance you have said, 
The r e s t  i s  s i lence,  fop there  are no terms  able %O describe our  
sorrow a t  what we have l o s t  with the  assassination o f  
President Kennedy, 

By his youth, h i s  firmness, h is  authority;  by h i s  
extraordinary and constant  presence in   t he  most  exacting of  
off ices ,  he was a man who won esteem  becaEse he was great and 
affection  because he was simple, By his d-eath, we are   f rustrated 
of a l l  we expected o f  hirn, and stunned  as we are by fear ,   the  
crime seems t o  us  even more odious  because a t   the  same time as 
the  President,  our hopes have been  destroyed, 

Cautious  as  well  as  daring,  President Kennedy was 
gradually opening up f o r  our Alliance  prospects o f  peace which he 
based on the  awareness and the  protection o f  our r i g h t s ,  and on 
the  organization o f  our  strength. If one day the  Atlantic 
Community i s  established, he will hzve been one of  i t s  foremost 
architects,   since,   aver and above the  obstacles and obscuri t ies  of  
the  present,  vtith that  characteristic  mixture of idealism and 
prac t ica l  commonsense which i s  the g i f t  of genius t o  youth, he had 
been able t o  conjure %p a vis ion of' the  future.   In h i s  last  
speech,  the one he d i d  not have a n  opportunity t o  de l ive r   i n  
Dallas, he said:  'America's  leadership must be guided by the 
l i g h t s  o f  learning and reason - OP else  those who confuse  rhetoric 
with r e a l i t y  and- the  playJsible with the  possible will gain the  
ascecdancy with t h e i r  seemingly s w i f t  and simple  solutions tcr every 
world problern ,, ' 

Last'May, when I had the  honour,  after  the Ottawa 
Meeting, of accompanying ?,!II=. Spaak on his  v i s i t  t o  the  President, 
I noticed  several  books on a small  divan in   the  oval   off ice   in  
which we were received. One of' then was the  abridged  edition of  
Thucydides published by the Oxford University  Press. This serves 
as a reminder that  the  President was not  only a statesman but 
also a humanist to whom nothing  touching  humanity was foreign. 
Suddenly, f r o m  th i s  l i t t l e  book, doubtless well-thumbed by him, 
springs to mind a passage which seems t o  summarise h i s  existence 
and ul t imate   sacr i f ice ,  and which runs something l i ke  this: 

' H i s  l i f e ,  h is  property, he abandoned t o  the  defence of  
the Community. A s  he saw i t ,  the most glorious 
adventure was an heroic  attempt t o  save a cer ta in  
conception of existence. Leaving  ;iope, tha t   f ick le  
goddess, t o  deal with hirn as  she might ,  he met h i s  f a t e  
i n  h i s  prime. H i s  memory escages  the  reproaches o f  
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humm l ips ,   whi le  his  body carr ies   the marks of b l o v ~ s ,  
In a flash,   in  the  f lower of  youth,  he has  been 
snatched from a world f i l l e d ,  i n  the s i g h t  of h i s  
dyingwes,  not  with  terror,  but  with hope.' 

Yes, Mr., Chairman, the   l as t   v i s ion  o f  the w o r l d  which t h i s  great 
soul beheld was doubtless a vis ion o f  hope, of  the hope being 
prepared for us and which will remain with us though the  stmggle 
had t o  be broken off 

That i s  why I wish our  United. States  colleague t o  
convey the  condolences of  the North Atlant ic  Council. t o  his 
Government t o  Mrs. Kennedy and t o  h i  S f ami 1y , overwhelmed with 
sorrow,  and t o  tell them that the  death of President Kennedy i s  
not only an i r reparable  l o s s  for them and the  United  States,  but 
for the  Alliance and the whole worlde May God maintain i n  h i s  
successor, his country and a l l  o f  us,  the  l ine of  insp i ra t ion  
proposed t o  us  by h i s  l i f e ,   i n  conformity with the  prayer which 
President Kennedy expressed i n  the  l a s t  sentence of  h i s  last 
speech, by quoting  the  verse of the  Psalmist: 

'Except the Lord  keep the  city,  
the watchman waketh but   in   vain. ' "  

The UNI93D STATES FSPRESENTATII,% rep l ied   as  follows: 
I t  Mr. Chairman, and Members of the  Council, 

It i s  good-, and r i g h t ,  t h a t  -the heart-warming words we 
have just  heard  should have  been said around this  Alliance table, 
The dedication of President Kennedy to NATO as the  keystone of 
United  States  foreign  policy, and the fact that  you have a l l  
knomrn the man,  makes i t  inevi table   that  you should want t o  share 
our  sorrow with us,  a t  this,  our accustomed  meeting place. 

The sense of  personal loss, and of deep resentment  that 
this shocking  thing  has happened, i s  with a l l  of us. These 
feel ings  are  t o o  intimate t o  dwell on. But I may t e l l  you how 
deeply  touched we Americans are  by the  personal sorrow our 
colleagues have made s o  plain t o  us  ovep the  past few days a s  
they have t o l d  us of the i r   fee l ings  for our l o s t  President,, 

Lice, though, must go  on,  and the  cause for which 
President Kennedy and s o  many other  great men o f  a l l  our countries 
have worked must be served with increasing  determination and, I 
deeply  believe, more uncompromisingly than before. What now 
comes t o  the  f ront  o f  one's mind and will. i s  a sense of unfinished 
business. The tragedy, for me a t   l e a s t ,  has had  the  effect of  
in tensifying what has always been the main thing - the  imperative 
t o  work and t o  struggle t o  p r o t e c t  and make  more perfect  the  basic 
pr inciples  and freedoms of our Free World Society, the principles  
and  freedoms f o r  which OUT President gave h i s  l i f e . "  

OTAN/NI-ITO , 
Paris  XVIe , 


