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ishould organize itself on the highest level of governance - the global
ilevel. A just world order must have a deep foundation, including the
idevelopment of a global culture and peace spirituality. The increased irole
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Major General Harris chaired the Committee on Women in NATO from 1995 until
June 1997. In this article she argues that the benefits of properly recognising the
contribution of women in today's forces will accrue to the military as a whole, the
Alliance, and beyond to the partners who model their reforms after the Alliance.
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The increased visibility of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and social
movements at the international level invites continuing evaluation of the extent and
significance of the role they now play in world politics. While the presence of such
new actors is easily demonstrated, international relations scholars have debated
their significance. The authors argue that the concept of global civil society sets a
more demanding standard for the evaluation of transnational political processes than
has been applied in prior accounts of transnational activity. Further, most empirical
studies of this activity have focused on a limited number of NGOs within a single
issue-area. Using three recent UN world conferences as examples of mutual
encounters between state-dominated international politics and global civil politics,
the authors develop the concept of global civil society to provide a theoretical
foundation for a systematic empirical assessment of transnational relations
concerning the environment, human rights, and women at the global level.
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Contrary to common wisdom, the influx of women into the military of the advanced
countries that has taken place since 1970 does not represent a victory for the
feminist movement. Instead, it is part symptom, part cause, of the decline of those
militaries that has been going on for many years. As of today, the militaries that have
taken on any number of women scarcely any longer fight wars; whereas those that
still do fight wars have very few, if any, women.
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From the beginning of history, war has been an almost exclusively male affair and
those who took part in it were often extolled as the most manliest of men. The recent
feminization of the armed forces of many developed countries does not prove that
women's liberation is making progress, as most people believe. Rather, it is part
symptom, part cause, of the decline of those forces. Other things being equal, the
fewer and less important the wars fought by any armed forces the more women it
has; the more women it has, the less likely it is to undertake serious wars.
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Debates about the relationship between women and the military have become
common within Western societies. These debates primarily centre on the issue of the
place, fitness and desirability of a female presence within institutions designed for
national war making. There are those who claim that equality between the sexes
demands the full integration of women into national militaries, including in combat
roles, others however argue that women are ill-equipped for the traditional tasks
required of 'warriors'. This article argues that these debates are increasingly
irrelevant. Future wars are increasingly less likely to be fought only by clearly defined
national combat forces and more likely to be 'virtual' wars involving the deployment
of Western technologies against military inferior opponents. This too is an age in
which Western states will be engaged not just in virtual wars but in 'humanitarian
intervention', peacekeeping, enforcement and postwar reconstruction. This allows,



even encourages, a rethinking of traditional notions and debates over the place of
women within the military sphere.
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Only a few military-sociopolitical decision-making processes were accompanied so
vigorously by a controversial discussion like the complete opening up of all careers
and career groups for women in the armed forces. Without doubt, a fundamental
change was ushered in by this. It should not be ignored, however, that the job
description of the 'woman in uniform' is not a novelty. Women have been employed
in the Bundeswehr Medical Service since 1975 already. At first exclusively employed
as medical officers it was possible to hire applicants as candidates for the career
group of medical officers as of 1989. This step was followed in 1991 by the opening
up of the career group of enlisted personnel (non-commissioned officers and other
ranks). And since 1992, top female athletes are being fostered as members of the
armed forces. Women will now increasingly contribute to the accomplishment of the
mission of the armed forces and help shape the image of the Bundeswehr in the
public eye. First experiences reported from the troops prove that female soldiers
were received positively altogether. The acceptance and integration passed off
smoothly and without any problems. The resonance in the media, especially the
Press, underlines this 'success story'. The Parliamentary Commissioner for the
Armed Forces has pointed out in his annual report that women can definitely keep up
their performance in basic training with their male fellow soldiers. After the
successful launch on 2 January 2001 it remains to be seen how the media-effective
particularity turns finally into normality. Without any doubt will women continue to
positively influence the 'working atmosphere' in the former 'men's domain'
Bundeswehr. A common gender-crossing open-mindedness will lead this future-
oriented concept to success.
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