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American power through whatever means possible, and the threat from 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) has become more acute as 
globalization makes it easier for rogue states and terrorists to obtain the 
necessary technology. This book argues that the WMD threat can be 
stopped only with the active cooperation of other states - especially U.N. 
Security Council members Russia, China, and France - but U.S. policies 
are actually undermining international support. To gain their cooperation, 
the United States will have to change its approach to arms control 
negotiations, antiballistic missile defenses, intelligence, law enforcement, 
military strategies, and nuclear force deployments. The first step should be 
to abandon 'prompt retaliatory' nuclear war plans left over from the Cold 



War that no longer serve any strategic purpose. If these plans are 
maintained while limited antiballistic missile defenses are deployed, they 
will give the United States a de facto nuclear first-strike capability and 
absolute military dominance. Retaining such a capability would make it 
possible to obtain the intelligence and law enforcement cooperation 
necessary to stop WMD proliferation. This book recommends an 
integrated program to foster international cooperation to stop WMD 
proliferation while retaining strong nuclear deterrence as the foundation of 
American security strategy.' 
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Bibliography: p. 283-299. Includes index. 
'In this book, the author recounts the history of terrorism and examines the 

future of terrorism worldwide. The author traces the chilling trend away 
from group terrorism of oppressed nationalists and towards small clusters 
of fanatics bent on vengeance and simple destruction. Coinciding with this 
is the alarming increased availability of weapons of mass destruction, 
cheap and easily accessible chemical and biological weapons, and cyber 
terrorism. It is only a matter of time, the author argues, before the 
attainability of weapons of mass destruction creates a terrifying and 
unstable scenario.' 
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'The implementation of disarmament requirements imposed by the Security 

Council after the Second Gulf War established a strong and unequal 



power relationship between the United Nations and Iraq. Although the 
ensuing struggle over imposed disarmament has been a major issue in 
world politics, international relations theorists continue to ignore it. Deaver 
argues that this case has important theoretical implications. Using 
sociological insights and a behavioural approach, he examines the power 
relationship as well as Iraqi resistance from 1991 to 1998. Theorists are 
likely to find these analytical tools useful since they  provide a ready 
means of studying the micro-foundations of power relations in generalised 
terms.' 
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A Report on US Nuclear Weapons Policy by the New Nuclear Direction 

Dialogue. 
'Deterring WMD threats in the post-Cold War era and reducing the presence 

and prominence of nuclear weapons do not have to be mutually exclusive. 
As the lone remaining superpower, the United States has the strength - 
and should have the courage - to lead the way toward reducing 
dependence on nuclear weapons, and thus enhancing the global security 
environment. This report seeks to facilitate US efforts toward charting this 
course. First, it examines the global role of nuclear weapons as they 
pertain to the security environments of nuclear states and recommends 
US actions regarding each of the states. Next, it looks at nuclear weapons 
and other weapons of mass destruction and US security. The report then 
provides a set of core principles that should support and reflect US 
commitment to a future where the roles, numbers, and salience of nuclear 
wepons are significantly diminished. It offers specific recommendations, 
consistent with these core principles, in three areas : nuclear testing, 
nuclear targeting, and ballistic missile defenses. The report concludes with 
a description of the end state that these core principles are likely to lead 
to; the steps that make the transition to the end state possible; and a 
discussion of the role the public should play in engaging their policymakers 
on these critical issues.' 
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'The end of the Cold War saw the end of the enemy 'out there' as the 

greatest security threat and its replacement by the 'enemy within' - the 
increased threat from international terrorism and the new menace from 
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons - a threat of extreme urgency. 
High profile terrorist attacks are nothing new and fear of indiscriminate 
slaughter by weapons of mass destruction is balanced by the argument 
that such mass violence could harm the cause of radical groups by 
forfeiting public support, stiffening government resolve and encouraging 
international co-operation. But the apocalyptic vision of attack by 'Spuer 
Terrorism' or 'Catastrophic Terrorism', with NBC weapons falling into the 
hands of smaller states freed from hegemonic control by Cold War 
superpowers or, even more alarming, of tiny and fanatical groups, haunts 
governments worldwide. The nerve-gas attack on the Tokyo subway by 
the Aum Shinrikyo religious cult, for example, produced Bill Clinton's 
Presidential Directive that 'there is no higher priority than preventing the 
acquisition of materials [by] terrorist groups.' This timely book examines 
actions by Aum Shinrikyo and similar groups as well as the activities of 
individuals such as Timothy McVeigh and Usamah bin-Laden, exploring 
the debate raging in the USA, Europe, Japan and Russia. The authors 
argue convincingly that it is foolish and counterproductive to exaggerate 
the threat but that it is vital for governments and security agencies to 
maintain extreme vigilance in the face of a possible doomsday disaster.' 
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'Today, more than a decade after Operation Desert Storm, Saddam Hussein 
has freed himself from controls over his weapons of mass destruction. He 
is rebuilding his chemical and biological weapons and the nuclear weapon, 
almost within his grasp in 1990, is back on his drawing board. He is 
extending the range of these missiles to Israel, Iran, and beyond. This 
book tells the inside story of the UN's failed attempt to stop Saddam and 
explains the terrible cost of this failure.' 
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'This book examines how new powers will use the chemical, biological and 

nuclear weapons that they have developed or are trying to acquire. It looks 
toward the future, examining the evolving military doctrines and command 
systems of the states and nonstate groups that have such weapons. It 
addresses how the leaders of new proliferators think about the use of this 
weaponry and how they ensure that the new weapons will be used when, 
but only when, they decide they should be used.' 
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'Far from producing a new era of peace, tranquility and respect for 

ìinternational law, the ending of the Cold War has fuelled fresh concerns 



about the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. These anxieties 
mounted both during and after the Gulf War, and were compounded by the 
revelations of the UN inspectors in Iraq and the belated Russian admission 
that scientists in the former Soviet Union had been engaged in a covert 
biological weapons programme for some twenty years. This book 
examines the changing pattern both of incentives and of disincentives for 
such proliferation, including the utility of these weapons at state and sub-
state levels. It also considers how other states should respond, assessing 
the achievements and limitations of arms and export controls, the evolving 
concept of deterrence, the debates about counterproliferation policies and 
the problems in developing defences that will effectively counter an 
inherently dynamic phenomenon.' 
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Notes: 
'On February 2-3, 2000, the US Army War College, the Triangle Institute for 

Security Studies, and the Duke University Center for Law, Ethics, and 
National Security co-sponsored a conference in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. The conference examined transnational threats, including 
terrorism involving weapons of mass destruction, cyber threats to the 
national infrastructure, and international organized crime. The goal was to 
evaluate the seriousness of such threats and discuss strategies for dealing 
with them. In particular, the conference sought to address the question of 
how military and law enforcement could blend their strategies to better 
counter transnational threats. A secondary purpose was to clarify the role 
of the military in meeting challenges that transcend national borders and 
threaten our national interests. This book highlights some of the main 
issues and themes that ran through the conference. After looking at the 
various threats and undertaking a risk assessment, the book considers the 
unique aspects of transnational threats, and then identifies the key 
challenges facing the US, paying particular attention to the role of the 
military. To conclude, the book discusses some of the steps  that should 
be taken to secure ourselves against transnational threats.' 
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'This report focuses on a paradox confronting the US in the post-Cold War 

era : the risk of calculated nuclear annihilation initiated by Russia has 
diminished, but the potential danger of a small-scale yet highly destructive 
use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) against the US has increased. 
The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the problem and a 
set of recommendations for extending to Russia and the newly 
independent states (NIS), US cooperative WMD assistance in 
nonproliferation. The report explicates the current dilemma of the 'WMD 
anarchy' confronting the US in the post-Cold War era and identifies the 
vital national interests at stake. It also reviews the successes and 
shortcomings of the existing Nunn-Lugar Program for Cooperative Threat 
Reduction, and highlights mounting geostrategic and political challenges in 
relations between the US, Russia and the NIS that threaten to derail 
cooperative nonproliferation assistance as it stands today. The report then 
recommends broad guidelines for cooperative nonproliferation assistance 
that build on previous experiences in light of future challenges.' 
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'This is a wide-ranging study of the threat of terrorist use of weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD). As a former director or Russian, Ukrainian and 
Eurasian affairs on the US Nuclear Smuggling Interagency Group, Stern is 
concerned with the problems of containing the spread of materials, 



technology and expertise from the rickety apparatus bequeathed to the 
world by the Soviet regime. As the US is at the forefront of efforts to 
address these difficulties, Stern's insights should be read carefully by 
academics and officials alike. They provide an important and balanced 
view of the weaknesses in international security, which underpin the threat 
and of the measures required to provide a realistic response.' 
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'Through a in-depth examination of Iraq's domestic politics, foreign policy 

goals, and future military capabilities, the author assesses the options 
available to the international community to counter the Iraqi threat. Since 
the Gulf War, Iraq has attempted to win through confrontation and 
diplomacy, and bluster what it could not achieve on the battlefield. 
Saddam Hussein's regime remains aggressive and ambitious, and its 
military capabilities cannot be judged solely by the current state of Iraq's 
armed forces. Most dangerous of all is Iraq's continuing effort to build an 
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction. Cordesman analyzes Iraqi 
strategic intentions and diplomatic opportunities, and assesses the options 
available to the international community to counter the Iraqi threat. Iraq 
has effectively used diplomatic means to divide the United Nations and 
exploit Arab sympathies, while using its oil wealth as an incentive to win 
support for an easing of sanctions. The military potential of Iraq, and 
especially its development of weapons of mass destruction, must be 
considered as much for its intimidation value as for any actual utility in a 
possible war.' 
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'Struggling with the legacy of its own Islamic revolution, Iran is deeply 

divided between the moderates who enjoy broad public support and the 
conservatives who control the levers of power. The mixed policies that 
result are reflected in Iran's ambivalent military posture. Iran may 
eventually limit any military expansion to a necessary defensive strength 
and set strategic goals for itself that are compatible with the legitimate 
interests of other nations, or it may choose a more aggressive course. 
Cordesman argues, regardless of the ultimate outcome, that it does no 
good to either demonize or excuse Iranian policies. Instead, the United 
States and other nations, with interests in the Middle East and Central 
Asia, need to deal realistically with Iran as a reemerging regional power. In 
this authoritative analysis, Anthony Cordesman concludes that the 
continuation of Iran's current defensive security posture depends as much 
on economic factors as on the outcome of domestic political rivalries.' 
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'Now that the Cold War has ended, a threat matching the scope of the 

former Soviet Union is no longer believed to exist, but attention has turned 
to another part of the world that increasingly torments the US government. 
This region includes outlaws of the international system, notorious for 
state-sponsored terrorism, drug trafficking, and a desire to acquire nuclear, 
biological, and chemical weapons. The author here ìexplores US foreign 



policy toward Middle East nations like Iran, Iraq, Libya and Syria, 
uncovering the reasons why these countries are so ìmenacing to the 
United States. In addition, Tanter examines US policy toward North Korea, 
an Asian country whose disintegration may result in war involving 
American troops on the Korean Peninsula. The book concludes by 
discussing the practice of terrorism and proliferation across regimes like 
Iraq, formal groups like the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
and freelancers like Osama bin Laden who is suspected of masterminding 
the bombing of American embassies in Africa.' 
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'Operation Desert Fox in December 1998 is the most recent demonstration 

of the centrality of the issue of weapons of mass destruction for US foreign 
policy priorities. The proliferation of these weapons in a region of the world 
deemed vital for US and Western interests because of its massive oil 
reserves, and the region's history of conflict and strife, mean that the 
potential for instability and adventurism is increased. This monograph 
addresses the important question of the security implications for the 
nations of the region of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in 
the Middle East. The author offers a unique perspective based on 
extensive interviews that he conducted in the region, and makes specific 
policy recommendations for US military and civilian decisionmakers.' 
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'The potential spread of nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) weapons 

increasingly threatens the United States and its forces around the world. 
The use of such weapons could complicate every phase of military 
operations from deployment through ports and staging facilities to 
operating in an NBC environment while maintaining the cohesion of a 
coalition. Some states may pursue nuclear weapons capability for status 
alone, but the ability of NBC weapons to act as a force multiplier in the 
international arena has not escaped the attention of a disturbing array of 
hostile states, to include Iran. In this assessment, the author portrays Iran 
as aggressively pursuing NBC weapons, ballistic missiles, and other 
means of delivery and as particularly difficult to deter from using NBC 
weapons. She develops a strategic profile of that country, identifying 
probable Iranian incentives for using NBC weapons, the likely targets of 
such use, and the challenges faced by the United States in deterring 
Iranian use. Finally, she proposes a strategy designed both to strengthen 
deterrence of Iranian use of NBC weapons and means of delivery and to 
diminish the consequences of NBC use should deterrence fail. Many have 
assumed that US conventional or nuclear superiority can axiomatically 
deter a regional state from using NBC capabilities in a contingency, except 
perhaps as a weapon of last resort. This book challenges the reader to 
reconsider that assumption and suggests that thinking about deterrence 
should focus on regional threats to our security that might involve NBC 
use.' 
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'The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction - nuclear, chemical, and 

biological - and the means for their delivery at ever longer ranges is a 
leading issue in the post-Cold War debate about international security, and 
a prominent concern of US policymakers and strategists. Nowhere are the 
effects of proliferation trends more keenly felt than around the 



Mediterranean, where the spread of such weapons across North Africa 
and the Eastern Mediterranean places NATO's southern allies - Portugal, 
Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey and France - at particular risk. The authors 
explore these proliferation trends and discuss the implications for 
European security and US and NATO policy. In a detailed, country-by-
country analysis, the authors find that key states south and east of the 
Mediterranean either possess or are in the process of acquiring 'WMDs', 
along with the means for delivering these weapons across the 
Mediterranean. Within ten years, it is possible that every southern 
European capital will be within range of ballistic missiles based in North 
Africa. Because vulnerable allies may be reluctant to commit forces or 
even to support US action, European exposure to WMD risks will directly 
affect the United States and NATO. At a minimum, a Europe at risk will 
demand increasing reassurance and deterrence against these risks, and 
US and NATO policymakers must reappraise alliance strategy with WMD 
threats from the Middle East in mind.' 
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'Unlike classical force planning against a hostile nation with 
conventional forces, coping with weapons of mass destruction is a 
complex issue, and the tools at our disposal are imperfect. 
Motivations for developing or attempting to develop an arsenal of 
weapons of mass destruction differ from region to region and from 
country to country. An approach that is appropriate for one region 
or class of nations may be useless in addressing proliferation in 
another. This volume presents a broad look at the problem facing 
US policy makers.' 
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