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The challenge: To bring together The challenge: To bring together 
technical experts technical experts andand policypolicy--makers makers 
throughout throughout bothboth the northern and the northern and 
southern Mediterranean states to southern Mediterranean states to 
discuss the issue of linking security to discuss the issue of linking security to 
environmental condition relative to environmental condition relative to 
land degradation in the Mediterranean land degradation in the Mediterranean 
Region.Region.



Desertification treated not just as an environDesertification treated not just as an environ--
mental problem but an issue with cultural, mental problem but an issue with cultural, 

political, social, and economic aspects.political, social, and economic aspects.



Focus is less on the stateFocus is less on the state--nation and nation and 
more on cooperation between states. more on cooperation between states. 

The intent was to examine the issues of The intent was to examine the issues of 
desertification and security on a desertification and security on a regionalregional
scale and to look for the best effective scale and to look for the best effective 
response to changing conditions.response to changing conditions.



The presentations, especially the country The presentations, especially the country 
reports, helped us to understand the reports, helped us to understand the 
current status and the demographic current status and the demographic 
differences between the North & South differences between the North & South 
Mediterranean which can help give us a Mediterranean which can help give us a 
better appreciation of the factors that better appreciation of the factors that 
affect the human condition and relate to affect the human condition and relate to 
security.security.



To increase our knowledge base and To increase our knowledge base and 
promote mutual understanding and friendly promote mutual understanding and friendly 
relations across the Mediterranean Region.relations across the Mediterranean Region.

Provide an “enabling environment” to Provide an “enabling environment” to 
facilitate joint work facilitate joint work programmes programmes and bridge and bridge 

the African and Northern Mediterranean the African and Northern Mediterranean 
UNCCD Regional Implementation Annexes.UNCCD Regional Implementation Annexes.



NATO, UNCCD, OSCE, FAO, EU, NATO, UNCCD, OSCE, FAO, EU, 
IUCN IUCN and and 7 member countries of the 7 member countries of the 

Mediterranean DialogueMediterranean Dialogue



How is environmental degradation in How is environmental degradation in 
arid, semiarid, semi--arid, and dry subarid, and dry sub--humid lands humid lands 
(i.e. desertification) in the Mediterranean (i.e. desertification) in the Mediterranean 

Region related to human security?Region related to human security?

But where shall we go from here?But where shall we go from here?
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