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Global IssueGlobal Issue

Affects 40 million kmAffects 40 million km22 or approximately    or approximately    
one/third of the Earth’s surfaceone/third of the Earth’s surface

Affects 1 billion people in over 100 countriesAffects 1 billion people in over 100 countries

Results in annual lost income equal to $42 billionResults in annual lost income equal to $42 billion
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How is environmental degradation in How is environmental degradation in 
arid, semiarid, semi--arid, and dry subarid, and dry sub--humid lands humid lands 
(i.e. desertification) in the Mediterranean (i.e. desertification) in the Mediterranean 

Region related to human security?Region related to human security?







•• Population growthPopulation growth

•• Climatic changeClimatic change

•• Water scarcityWater scarcity

•• Decline in food productionDecline in food production

•• Progressive desertification and subsequent                    Progressive desertification and subsequent                    
soil erosionsoil erosion

•• Increased urbanizationIncreased urbanization



1.1. To provide a focus on land degradation in arid, semiTo provide a focus on land degradation in arid, semi--arid, arid, 
and dry suband dry sub--humid areas within the Mediterranean humid areas within the Mediterranean 
Region;Region;

2.2. To bring together interdisciplinary technical experts and To bring together interdisciplinary technical experts and 
decision/policydecision/policy--makers throughout both the northern and makers throughout both the northern and 
southern Mediterranean states;southern Mediterranean states;

3.3. To recognize that there are remarkable demographic To recognize that there are remarkable demographic 
differences between the North and South Mediterranean differences between the North and South Mediterranean 
and thus there are different socioand thus there are different socio--economic disturbance economic disturbance 
gradients as well as climatic gradients that affect gradients as well as climatic gradients that affect 
environmental condition, sustainability of resources, environmental condition, sustainability of resources, 
employment, poverty, migration, and ultimately, employment, poverty, migration, and ultimately, securitysecurity;;



4.  To evaluate the consequences of desertification to security 4.  To evaluate the consequences of desertification to security 
both in regard to the ability of the environment to provide both in regard to the ability of the environment to provide 
important ecological goods and services and relative to important ecological goods and services and relative to 
social and political instability;social and political instability;

5.  To open discussion on the issue of linking security to 5.  To open discussion on the issue of linking security to 
environmental condition throughout the Mediterranean environmental condition throughout the Mediterranean 
Region and to explore likely impacts on the social, Region and to explore likely impacts on the social, 
economical, and political dimensions of human society;economical, and political dimensions of human society;

6.  To increase the knowledge base and provide assistance in 6.  To increase the knowledge base and provide assistance in 
developing developing mitigative mitigative measures and policy to thwart measures and policy to thwart 
social and environmental instability;social and environmental instability;



7.7. To encourage interdisciplinary research especially in To encourage interdisciplinary research especially in 
regard to integrating social and natural science;regard to integrating social and natural science;

8.8. To promote better mutual understanding and friendly To promote better mutual understanding and friendly 
relations across the region.relations across the region.
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