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Parma, April 6th, 2005 
 
Dear National delegates and representatives at CCMS 
 
let me first apologise to you for not being able to take part to this very important meeting. 
Unfortunately, previous academic engagements that could not be postponed are preventing me to 
participate to the meeting of the NATO-Russia Council Committee in Bruxelles. 
 
Nonetheless, this important occasion prompts me to send my best words of acknowledgement for 
the support received during the presentation and discussion of the project “Development of a 
prototype system for sharing information related to acts of terrorism to the environment, agriculture 
and water systems”which you shall find on your daily agenda as topic”. 
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the experts of the different NATO-Russia Council 
countries, who have collaborated to the preparation of this project in a process that lasted several 
months. The comments we had from different experts were indeed extremely useful and stimulating, 
being instrumental to the preparation of the actual proposal. I wish my thank and gratitude could be 
extended to all partners in the project, besides the proponents (Italy and Russia), that would join 
afterwards into the scheme. 
 
A particular thank is also due to the NATO Public Diplomacy Division staff: Dr Thomas Strassburger 
and Dr. Emanuele Sanguineti for continuous support, and Ms Deniz Beten for standing with us 
through all the improvement the initial proposal required to reach the final consensus. I must 
confess that without this kind of support and that from the Scientific Attaché in the Italian Embassy, 
Dr. Claudio Lombardo, there would have been none of this proposal today to implement. 
 
In this occasion I want to ensure all the NATO-Russia Council experts and delegates that I will 
undertake any possible step to make the project complementary and not overlapping to any other 
proposal on a similar subject. On the other had, this is an area of so large possibilities that all the 
experience and specificities are needed to cover it. For this reason, a continuous coordination and 
mutual exchange with other project is envisaged. It will be my duty, as one of the Coordinators, to 
ensure information and continuous exchange with coordinators of other projects throughout this 
activity. 
 
I also want to take this occasion for reminding you all that in the future months we shall start 
working on the project. I am confident that representatives from other countries, from several 
institutions, may find the topics of some interest and be willing to cooperate with us during the 
development of the different initiatives, starting with the first Workshop in Moscow. I take this 
opportunity for thanking also the Russian colleague, Prof Krivilev, and all the Russian delegates for 
the precious cooperation. 
 
It is my deep convincement that the success of this project, as of any other project, rests on the 
interest and participation that it will able to raise within the scientific community. I hope this 
participation might be as ample as possible. 
 
I thank you for the attention, and I wish you a good work. 
 
 
Nelson Marmiroli 
CINSA, Unit Parma 
University of Parma 
Department of Environmental Sciences 
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