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NATO Seminar at the “Cattolica”

Lt. Gen. Gian Marco CHIARINI, 
the Commander of NATO Rapid 
Deployable Corps – Italy (NRDC-
ITA) - chaired one of the sessions 
of the seminar “Afghanistan and 
beyond; NATO towards a new 
strategic concept”.

The Seminar, held on 10th and 
11th March, was a joint effort of 
the Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore (Catholic University of the 
Sacred Heart), the NATO Public 
Diplomacy Division, the NRDC-ITA, 
the Centro Alti Studi per la Difesa 
(the Centre for High Defense 
Studies, Italy) and the Comando 
Militare Esercito Lombardia (the 
Military Command of the Army for 
Lombardia region).

The Rector of the”Cattolica”, 
Professor Massimo De Leonardis, succeeded in inviting numerous distinguished speakers to take part in the 
interesting panels of the seminar: The Afghanistan Conflict, NATO between Globalization and Loss of Centrality, 
The Forces Transformation and NATO Military Operations, The Contribution of Italy to NATO Future,  NATO towards 
a New Strategic Concept. 

 Among the prominent participants in the seminar, who gave speeches to an audience of officers, cadets of the 
Accademia della Guardia di Finanza (The Finance Guard) and of the Scuola Militare di Milano (The Military School 
of Milano) as well as of university students were Ambassador Claudio Bisogniero, NATO Deputy Secretary General, 
LTG Armando Novelli Joint Operational Forces Commander, Vice Admiral Marcantonio Trevisani, The President of 
the Centre for High Defense Studies, PhD. Daniele Riggio, NATO Public Diplomacy Division Officer for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, LTG (r) Carlo Cabigiosu, Allied Command Transformation Senior Mentor, LTG (r.) Carlo Jean, the 
President of the Center for Economic Geopolitics Studies, Prof. AntonGiulio De Robertis, Vice President of the 
Italian Atlantic Committee, Prof. Virgilio Ilari, the President of the Italian Military History Society.

One of the most interesting sessions for the audience was the session chaired by the Commander of NRDC-ITA 
regarding the “Forces transformation and NATO Military Operations”.

Ambassador Claudio Bisogniero, NATO Deputy Secretary General, gave an interesting keynote speech related 
to “NATO towards a new strategic concept”.

This sort of initiatives is in a trend of increased cooperation among education, diplomacy and military 
institutions.

The seminar was an excellent example of a good cooperation between education, diplomacy and military 
institutions and was an excellent opportunity to inform the diverse audience of the current situation facing NATO. It 
also served to provoke debate and provided some interesting food for thought for the senior NATO representatives 
who attended who were able to hear first hand the opinions and thoughts of a well qualified audience.

Last but not least, the seminar was an excellent occasion for the NRDC-ITA Commander to assess the future 
challenges that his the HQ may well face within its NATO Response Force (NRF) mandate in 2011.
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