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The NATO Rapid
D e p l o y a b l e

Corps – Italy
is the only
NRDC HQs
to have
received
since the
v e r y
b e g i n -
ning of

its l ife,
one MSU

unit as affilia-
ted one; MSU is

the acronym of
M u l t i n a t i o n a l

Specialized Unit. In such context, NRDC-IT owns two
dedicated offices to let MSU execute all tasks received
by COM NRDC-IT at its utmost: SPOA branch and
G3OPSMSU cell. SPOA branch (Security and Public Order
Advisor) is responsible to liaise between COMNRDC-IT

and COMMSU during
deployment of the unit
and to set up the condi-
tions for MSU to fully
accomplish its mission
by assisting in the wri-
ting of agreements.
During deployment

SPOA branch is in charge to liaise with police and civil
departments, IO NGO
and other agencies in
of which MSU may pro-
vide support. The bran-
ch must also provide
advice to the
COMNRDC-IT and to the
staff, about matters
involving public order
and public security.
Within Operation
Division G3OPSMSU cell
represent the operative
harm of the comman-
der how to best use
MSU. It is not by chance
that a Carabinieri officer
is running this cell. The
extreme specialization of the unit and the likely sensiti-
ve impact on both the Force and environment in

which it is operating,
request personnel
coming from its own
hart, capable of assessing
in real time likely conse-
quences over fore
coming operations. The
cell also joins the SPOA
branch in spreading
throughout NRDC-IT and
subordinated Units the
MSU capabilities and in
particular the concept of
operation depicted on the ground by the blue box
concept. This implies the predominance of the specia-
lization over the rank. Within such area (Blue Box), MSU
unit commander has the full command of all units
eventually supporting its personnel. Outside this area,
MSU unit is under the area commander. 

The history of MSU lies during the war in Bosnia, in
February 1998, when some Foreign Ministers from
NATO, decided to build up a multinational specialized
unit (MSU), made of police forces, militarily organized,
capable of facing high risk situations coming from civil
disorder, during post-conflict operations and Peace
Support Operation. Italy was the leading Nation and
the CARABINIERI Corps was tasked to organize and
provide the first MSU Unit at regiment level, depen-
ding straight from the Force Commander. Other
nations joined the MSU and today the unit is operating

in Bosnia, Kosovo and
Iraq.

The unit, at Regimental
size, consists of police
forces with military sta-
tus that performs poli-
ce duties including civil
disturbance operations.
MSU companies and
platoons perform tasks
such as crowd control
operations, information
gathering and presence
patrol. A SWAT team is
suited for special ope-
rations including hosta-
ge rescue, anti sniper
activities etc…

Maneuver unit performs special information gathering
and police investigations, Parachutist squads are spe-

Mr SOLANA former NATO Sec Gen, Gen Clark, former SACEUR,
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CAPABLE OF FACING HIGH
RISK SITUATIONS COMING
FROM CIVIL DISORDER,
DURING POST-CONFLICT
OPERATIONS AND PEACE
SUPPORT OPERATION

MSU, the 3rd Millennium Force
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MSU while patrolling a road in AN NASSIRYA in southern IRAQ.

cially trained troops who normally provide security and
support for the companies and the SWAT team during
their operations; Police dogs teams are trained for
explosive or drug detection or defense and attack
against designed individuals. 

Italy as framework
Nation has experi-
mented in the
Balkans and in
many other coun-
tries the original
MSU formula, a
military Force in
possession of
police capability. It
is still operating in
many areas by
contributing to a
military presence
and assisting in
promoting or
m a i n t a i n i n g
Public Security. 

It is really the 3rd
Millennium Force. Shoulder badge adopted by all MSU

Units and Formations.

A MSU representative discuss the security situation
with a member of the Staff.
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