
The current HQ originate from the historical “Mantova”
Division born from “Mantova” Brigade, which was ini-
tially established in 1915 in the city bearing the same
name.
That unit took part in World War I and was deployed
along Trentino, Carsico and PO river fronts. The
Brigade fought bravely and, for that reason, was men-
tioned on the War Bulletin. At the end of conflict, on
November 1919, the Unit was disbanded. By the
beginning of the World War II, the unit was re-establi-
shed as 104th motor-carried
“Mantova” Division and was
employed in the coastal defence
between Cosenza, Nicastro and
Catanzaro.
Following the armistice, on 1943
September the 8th , the unit re-
shaped itself as “partisan combat
group” fighting with the Anglo-
American Allies.
At the end of the war, “Mantova”
re-gained Divisional level and was
based, until 1947, in different
sites located in Emilia Romagna,
Lombardia, Liguria and, finally, in
Friuli – Venezia Giulia for the
monitoring of North East
National borders.
In 1947 September the 16th ,
“Mantova” Division entered the
city of Gorizia, which had been
re-gained by Italy for a second
time.

In 1986 October the 1st , the unit was turned into
a mechanized Brigade and was employed in several
important operations on the national territory as
Operation “Forza Paris” in Sardinia, Operation
“Testuggine” along North East boundaries and
Operation “Vespri Siciliani” in Sicily.
In august 1997 “Mantova” Brigade was disbanded,
according to government measures concerning
the reduction and rationalization of the Italian
Army. 
Finally, in June 2002, the current HQ Division
“Mantova” was established and assigned to the
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps HQ in Solbiate Olona,
for the planning
and execution of
Crisis Response
O p e r a t i o n s
(“……..to be prepa-
red to deploy as

NATO RAPID REACTION
FORCE under NRDC-IT
OPCOM in order to
command a Unit at
Divisional level for conducting the final and decisive
battle and for ensuring the military presence in the
transition and stabilization phase……”). The HQ
“Mantova” Division is currently located in Vittorio
Veneto, a small town not far from Venice (in the
North-Est of Italy). The new Divisional HQ is assigned to

two different chain of command: 

- Peace time when the Division is
part of the depending national
chain of command. This includes
the Ital ian Operational Land
Forces Command with its 4
subordinate HQ at Corps level
dealing mainly with national trai-
ning and mounting issues.
“Mantova” Division is part of one
of these HQ Corps only for admi-
nistrative matters.

- Training and operations, when
we have a different chain of
command. In this case we have
the IT Joint HQ, at the central
level, the NRDC-IT at Corp level
and the Division. In this case the
relationship of Command is
OPCON. If NRDC-IT and the
Division are deployed abroad for
NATO mission the relation of
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command change just for NRDC-IT that is under
OPCOM of NATO HQ. In case of deployment for opera-
tions the Division will receive under OPCON three

Brigades (“SASSARI” Brigade, “AOSTA” Brigade and
“Julia” Brigade) and Divisional Troops for combat and
combat service support.

In order to accomplish the assigned mission HQ
“Mantova” Division has two different levels of establi-
shment depending on the situation:
- PEACE,
- CRISIS.
Till now only the PEACE establishment has been appro-
ved by IT Army General Staff. 
Since its constitution the HQ Division has been tasked
to provide cells for different exercises. In particular,
during the exercise “DRAWSKO 2003” the Division Staff
had the first opportunity to test the deployment of
the Division CP in terms of vehicles, computers and
communication systems. The last exercise, chronologi-
cally speaking, has been the “ARRCADE FUSION 03”
where the Division participated either in the planning
activity and the exercise with a team of Staff Officers
that has been sent as angmentees for the HQ “AQUI”
Division that was directly involved in the exercise as
training audience.
As part of this important training process, some offi-
cers of this HQ have been and are currently deployed
in Iraq (in the Multinational Division S-E in Bassora and
in the National Contingent Command HQ ) and in
Kosovo ( in KFOR HQ in Pristina).
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