
Commander Foreword

1

First of all, I would like to thank my predecessor Lt Gen
Fabrizio CASTAGNETTI and Lady Teresa CASTAGNETTI for
their magnificent contributions in the first phases of
the realization of the
NATO rapid Deployable
Corps –Italy project.
Credit must be given
also to the Italian Armed
forces and to the excel-
lent professional and spi-
ritual qualities of men
and women of the other
ten NRDC-It contributing
Nations.

When I assumed com-
mand of the NRDC-IT on
20 February 2004, I was
conscious that NATO is
changing radically and
that our Headquarters is
playing an essential part
within this transforma-
tion process. Modern,
flexible, rapidly deploya-
ble forces are required
to meet and defeat
today’s asymmetrical
threats, the most nota-
ble one being terrorism.

We must be able to face
changing circumstances
and to tackle new secu-
rity challenges within
and outside the traditio-
nal NATO’s area of
responsibility. At the
Prague Summit held in
November 2002, the NATO Heads of State agreed to the
concept of a robust, readily deployable and credible
force, the NATO Response Force (NRF). In this context,
NRDC-IT will assume leadership as NRF Land Component
Command in the second half of this year.

There are a lot of critical situations throughout the
world. I hope that the efforts of the international com-
munity will contribute more and more to stabilize

Afghanistan, Iraq and the
Balkans, where I’ve ser-
ved as a Multinational
Unit Commander along-
side the ARRC. This
means that we, as part
of the NATO Command
and Force Structure, can
be deployed when and
where necessary, in sup-
port of the collective will
of the Alliance.

Officers, NCOs, Soldiers
of NRDC_IT, this is our
job and we must be pre-
pared and ready to
deploy on operations
when requested to bring
peace where people live
in less fortunate circum-
stances than ours. That’s
a challenge that I am
sure we all together will
win.

I look forward to
working with all of you in
the aim to contribute to
the process of defense,
security and stability in
the world
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