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NRDC Italy Relinquishes Responsibility 
for NRF (L) to NRDC Turkey

With the formal hand-over of the 
NRF flag held in Istanbul on 12 
July 2011, Lieutenant General 
Giorgio Battisti, Commander 
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps 
Italy relinquished responsibilities 
for the Land Component of the 
NATO Response Force (NRF) to 
Lieutenant General Hulusi Akar, 
C o mman d e r N ATO R ap id 
Deployable Corps Turkey. 
B e s i d e s t h e C o m m a n d e r , 
attending the ceremony on behalf 
of NRDC-Italy were NRDC Italy 
Chief of Staff, Major General 
L e o n a r d o d i M a r c o , a n d 
Command Sergeant Major 
Antonio Puglisi.

NRDC-Italy took over the NRF 
commitment on 1 January 2011 
and since that period has acted as 
NATO’s high readiness force, 
ready to respond to any crisis as 
directed by the NATO Alliance.  

Over the past six months the 
Headquarters has been ready to 
deploy anywhere in the world 
within 5-30 days and has 
ma in ta ined i t s focus and 
capabilities, whilst ready to 
deploy, through a series of 
training events and seminars.  

Speaking after the ceremony 
General Battisti emphasised the 
importance of the commitment: 
“The demands of the NRF 
commitment should not be 
underestimated.  NRDC-Italy 
conducted a series of demanding 
exercises during 2010 to ensure 
we were ready to respond to any 
crisis, anywhere in the world.  
Whilst the Headquarters was not 
tasked by NATO we stood ready 
to deploy and maintained our 

focus through regular training 
events and briefings.  Recent 
events have clearly demonstrated 
how rapidly a crisis can emerge 
and it is essential that we 
maintain our ability to influence 
such events quickly.”

Whilst the NRF commitment has 
passed, NRDC Italy remain 
focussed on maintaining their 
operational effectiveness and are 
p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e i r n e x t 
challenging exercise, Eagle 
Roster 11, in October 2011.

The passing of the NRF (L) flag

Story by NRDC- ITA PAO, Photos by NRDC-T


