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by Ltc P. LAMACCHIA, G7 Training

Eagle Adventure 2004

At the end of July the second phase of the Summer
A d v e n t u re Training took place. The exercise, named
Eagle Adventure 04 (just to stay in the Eagles series),
was designed to show NRDC-IT personnel the austerity
and beauty of the Alpine environment. The place cho-
sen for the activity was La Thuile, a typical alpine village
in the heart of the Aosta Valley and
among the highest mountains of Euro p e .
The accommodation was in the “Monte
Bianco” Barracks which is the home base
of the 88t h Alpieri Company belonging to
the Italian Military Alpine School. The pro-
gramme drafted by the Training Branch
was tailored to train all participants aware
in diff e rent alpine environments, inclu-
ding the peaceful woods of Val Ferre t
and the severe high altitude landscape
of “Rifugio Vittorio Emanuele” in the
h e a rt of Gran Paradiso Massif, culmina-
ting in the incredible, bre a t h t a k i n g
“Punta Helbronner” at the height of
3 6 00 m .
The adventure started amongst typical
alpine scenery, the beautiful Val Ferre t
was the perfect kick off. Theore t i c a l l y
it is the best point for enjoying the
sight of the impressive Grand Jorasses Massif but
the weather wasn’t on our side. In fact very low and
dark clouds accompanied us all morning and, once at
the “Rifugio Bertone”, the skies opened giving us the
chance to train in a w e t mountain environment! Before
the following day’s challenge there was the opport u n i t y
to relax; in the evening we tasted the local folklore
attending a concert by an Aosta Valley Choir, “Les
H i rondelles”, who dedicated their perf o rmance to our

H e a d q u a rt e r s .
Day 2’s goal was to reach the “Rifugio Vi t t o r i o
Emanuele” and, looking at the maps, everybody re a l i s e d
that it would not be easy. But in reality the sunshine and
the incredible landscape allowed us to ignore the fati-
gue and, in less than three hours, we were all taking

photos at the Rifugio, enjoying the view and,
for some, the food…

On the third
day the adventure took on a third dimen-
sion! After a very pleasant walk in the Piccolo San
B e rn a rdo area we reached the border with France
w h e re a couple of helicopters from the Venaria base joi-
ned us. The afternoon was spent training in order to
make everyone confident in helicopter pro c e d u re s .
As a result everybody had the once-in-a-lifetime expe-

Approaching the helo
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rience of flying on the Mont
Blanc Massif. The day after the
last trecking activity we took
to the skies and reached the
Mont Fallere area, just in the
middle of the Aosta Valley and
after which we re t u rned to a
small village where the buses
w e re waiting, taking us first to
visit the Castle “Generale
C a n t o re” where the HQ Italian
Alpine Military School is based.

I n c redibly all the marches were over!
E v e rybody was very satisfied of what they had
achieved, but the adventure was stil l
ongoing… On Saturday we took the cable car
and reached the Punta Helbronner Area but…
the weather still wasn’t playing… we actually
spent two hours in the middle of nowhere ,
the only clue of being at such a height was the
quality of the air, very thin and fresh… and the
s n o w, of course… in July!!!
E v e n t u a l l y, as in all stories, the end came but
t h e re was still time for the last challenge: a
rafting ride was organised and all had the
o p p o rtunity to try a very exciting downhill on
the white waters of the River Dora Baltea.
In conclusion it is possible to say that all the
objectives were achieved, all the part i c i p a n t s
came back to Solbiate absolutely fascinated
with what they had seen and enjoyed during a
fantastic week’s training.

Its still summer, honestly! Survivor’s photoAn Aosta Valley Choir welcome

The smiles will soon wear off!

C-UGO MARA-rivista 4  29-09-2004  17:15  Pagina 25


