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1. POLAND 

1. The CHAIRMAN informed the Council that NATO 
Headquarters had not received any requests for statements on the 
package of measures designed to ease martial law restrictions in 
Poland which had been announced the previous day by the country's 
military ruler, General Jaruzelski. This could perhaps be explained 
by the fact that the 21st July was a Belgian national holiday. 
However, he wondered in view of the latest events in Poland whether 
it might not be opportune to update the press guidance previously 
agreed upon for use as appropriate both by nations and by the 
Alliance. Equally, he felt that the Political Committee might useful~ 
start discussing how the Allies should respond to such a move in 
advance of an in-depth exchange of views within the Council. 

2. The GERMAN REPRESENTATIVE stated that his 
Authorities could approve the text of the guidelines prepared in the 
Council earlier in the week, but added that in the German Government 
spokesman's statement to the press, a supplementary sentence had 
been added to the original text. He felt other Governments, as well 
as the NATO spokesman, might also usefully include a similar addition 
in any statements. As to how the Allies should respond to the 
rolish Government!s plans to ease mart~al law by the end of the 
year, he thought that the recent measures announced on Wednesday 
should be discussed in the Political Committee and in the Council 
at an early date. In order to allow capitals sufficient time to 
evaluate the measures, he would therefore suggest that the Political 
Committee meet on the 26th July in the afternoon and that this 
matter be pursued at the Council meeting scheduled for Wednesday 
28th July. 

3. The UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE stated thatJlike 
Germany, his Authorities would welcome an early opportunity for 
further consultation with other Allies. As far as the guidelines 
were concerned, he pointed out that these were for use by nations 
as they saw fit. He could not however agree to an expansion of the 
text along the lines suggested by Germany. 

4. The NETHERLANDS REPRESENTATIVE stated that he too 
had some doubts about the additional elements proposed by Germany 
but would follow any consensus which emerged on this particular 
point. To date, his Government had followed the guidelines as agreed. 

5. The NORWEGIAN REPRESENTATIVE informed the Council 
that the Secretary of State had, in an interview that morning, 
followed the approved text. On the question of sanctions, he had 
made it clear that as these had been introduced after due 
consultation with other Allies, any lifting of the said sanctions 
would require similar consultation within NATO. He added that he 
could agree to the procedures proposed by the Chairman with regard 
to further consultation. 

6. The FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE agreed with his United 
States colleague that the guidelines as prepared were adequate and 
should not be amplified. He also agreed that the Political 
Committee should be invited to evaluate the measures and to see 
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how far they matched the goals fixed by the Alliance in January. 

7. The ITALIAN REPRESENTATIVE stated that his 
Government had not yet made any official statement on the recent 
developments in Poland. However, one of the newspapers had 
carried a report of the Foreign Minister's meeting with 
Mr. Gierek. During conversation, the latter had differentiated 
between two categories of prisoners: those connected with 
Solidarity and those who had served in his government. Mr. Gierek 
had also raised the problem of sanctions and in particular 
stressed their negative aspects. He believed it to be unjust to 
impose san:tions when the economic situation in Poland continued 
to deteriorate. The implications for East-West relations should 
not be overlooked. 

8. The Italian Representative went on to say that Italy 
still considered the fulfilment of the three conditions set by 
the Alliance in January a prerequisite to further discussion on 
the question of sanctions. However, General Jaruzelski's 
statement would be studied closely. He added that his 
Authorities believed the planned visit by the Pope to Poland 
constituted a positive step in helping to calm public opinion 
in that country. 

9. In conclusion, he agreed the press guidance should 
remain as originally drafted until the Political Committee had had 
sufficient time to consider the additional elements proposed by 
Germany and that the NATO spokes~an should use this as the basis 
for any statements to the press. 

10. The CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVE stated that he also felt 
it would be wiser to keep to those guidelines already adopted 
until the Political Committee had had an opportunity to examine 
the problem in more detail. The Council could then base ns 
discussion the following week on the outcome of the Political 
C01Dll:ittee's deliberations. 

11. The UNITED KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE agreed that the 
guidelines should not be amended at the present time and supported 
the suggestion that the Political Committee meet as soon as 
possible. 

12. The CHAIRMAN stated that he had noted from the 
comments made during discussion that nations would prefer to keep 
to the guidelines as originally drafted until the measures had 
been properly assessed. In the meantime, Governments of course 
remained free to react as they saw fit. As to procedure, he 
felt that the proposal of the German Representative should be 
adopted, namely th~t the Political Committee hold a preliminary 
discussion on Monday 26th July in the afternoon and that the Counci 
return to this matter at its meeting on Wednesday, 28th July. 
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