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I. THE SITUATION IN POLAND - MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN THE POLISH 
A~A 

1. ERIC. GENERAL F.H. ALKEMADE gave a background briefing 
concerning the military activities in the Polish area. He sa~a ~na~ 
although contingency preparations had been reported in the Baltic, 
Bielorussia and Carpathian areas, they were not consideved as unusual. 
However, a close observation would be necessary in order to ascertain 
the purpose of the major exercise which was in the offing at the Polis 
frontier. More than ten soviet divisions and contingents from 
other Warsaw Pact countries would be ready to take part in the 
operations, should the Soviet Union decide to intervene. Although 
the preparatory measures did not reveal the imminence of military 
operations, the weeks to come would remain critical. 

2. The UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE entirely agreed with 
this analysis. His authorities were watching closely the . 
increase of military activities in areas adjacent to Poland as well 
as the development of the political situation. They had informed 
Soviet Officials that the United States were against any outside 
interference. in Poland's internal affairs. 

3. The DANISH REPRESENTATIVE referred to a leak which had 
occurred on the previous week concerning a private meeting of the 
Council about the situation in Poland. Although it had been 
agreed that no reference to any position taken by NATO on this matter 
should be made by a NATO spokesman, the News Agency A.F.P. in a 
telegram from Brussels dated 20th September had said that NATO was 
following closely the situation in Poland. He was very concerned 
that the spokesman had acted in contradiction with what had been 
expressly agreed amongst Permanent Representatives. 

4. The UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE also noted that an 
article in ~he Pravda on the same date had mentioned that NATO had 
set up a special task-force which was studying the Polish events and 
whose activities were not limited to deliberations and theoretical 
rationalisations. 

5. He very much regretted such leaks which were detrimental 
to the Alliance. 

6. The CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVE suggested that to avoid any 
further leaks and speculations about NATO actions in the Soviet 
Union, it might be wise to have no further briefings about Poland, 
unlens there had been significant changes in the situation. 

7. l~e CHAIRMAN fully supported this suggestion. 

--- - -- ---
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