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Following our discussion at the Council meeting on
Wednesday, 23 May, I am sending you enclosed my

speaking notes on the Study on Poland.

I will send copies of this letter with enclosure to

my colleagues in the Council.
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is Excellency
Mr. Joseph M.A.H. Luns
Secretary General of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
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GERMAN DELEGATION Brussels, 23 May, 1984

RESTRICTED

Speaking Notes for the Council on 23 May 1984

Subject: Study on Poland

1. The political situation appears at present to be
essentially stable. The events during the Mayday holidays
and the accompanying demonstrations have shown that the
government has the country in a way under control,
however it can neither overcome the obstructionism of
the "machinery" nor is it able to win the broad masses
for more efficient cooperation.

The Party machinery is making further progress in re-
gaining lost positions of influence. The question of a
trial of KOR members is still pending, although it is
questionable whether the trial will in fact be opened.
The dialogue between the Government and the Church
gives the impression of having reached a deadlock.

The only exception is that the negotiations about the
status of the agricultural projéct are being. smoothly

continued.

2. On the pending agricultural project, I should like to
add the following three points:

(a) The Federal Government is convinced that the aid pro-
gramme deserves support in view of its political
and economic objectives;

(b) an agreement between the Polish Government and
the Church on the realization of the programme
would be regarded as an indication of progress
in the dialogue among the internal Polish forces;

(c) after the foundation law has been adopted by the
Polish Parliament and in view of the fact that
the negotiations about the statutes will probably
be concluded in the near future, we should be
interested to clarify the opinions of the Allies
in step with the progress reached in concretizing

the aid programme in Poland.
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3. Let me now say something on Poland's economic situation

of which the report contains a realistic assessment.
We share the somewhat sceptical evaluations of the
report concerning future developments; the retarding
factors hardly justify the expectation that growth

rates will approximate those of 1983.

4. The Polish economy's two main problems are its low
labour productivity and the extremely high hard
currency indebtedness. Neither of these problems can
be solved by economic policy measures in the narrow

sense alone.

5. With regard to the policy to be pursued by the allies
in future, the report gives rise to the following
general remarks:

(a) We regret that the analytical paper does not
contain any operational conclusions for the allies'
future attitude towards Poland;

(b) the Alliance's common attitude towards Poland should
remain clear also in future;

(c) the West should contribute to the maintenance of
Poland's special position within the Warsaw Pact
(strong position of the Church and strong private
agricultural sector, relatively large freedom of
movement, culture and science without excessive
ideological control, anti-ideological attitude of
the most important social groups (workers, peasants,
young people, intelligentsia) );

(d) by intensifying contacts with Poland, the West
should maintain the Polish Government's interest
in an improvement of relations (which should have
its price). Points of view of western policy should

be more strongly emphasized.
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(e) As far as the debt problem is concerned, the Polish
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Government depends on cooperation with the govern-
ments of the western countries. A solution of this
problem is of special importance for Poland because
this is the only way in which the country can regain
access to hard currency credits and thus to imports
from western industrialized nations which are of
such decisive importance for improving the quality
of its own products. This would not only intensify
Poland's commercial exchanges with the West but
increase the country's links with the West generally.
My Government is interested that the necessary
progress is made in the talks between Poland and
representatives of the western creditor nations

which have resumed in the last few days in Paris.

Finally, I should like to make the following remarks

on my Government's policy towards Poland:

- Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher
is prepared in principle to visit Poland in the
second half of this year. No date has so far
been fixed.

- We do not yet have any firm dates for consultations
on political, cultural and legal as well as
consular questions. Our decisions will be taken
in the light of internal developments in Poland

and in concertation with our allies.





