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NATO CONFlDENTIAL 

United Kingdom Delegation 
To the North Atlantic Council OTAN/NATO 1110 Brussels 

Telephon~ 242 6775 Ext 217 

R c " p " ' our r.t .. on"" , " . ~. ---Director, Political Directorat AC -;ï i) t-J s!... If;> u, ",f",.noo 

"'~ l 206 No,i:) 5"A 
NATO 

NATO POLITICAL COMMITTEE; 

R ", 8 October 1982 

P. A. Sr~ - Reg;.try 
File NOA'1 . ..{.o-o-t 

1. At the Political Committee On 5 October, 1 said that 1 would circulate the 
speaking note which, had time permi tted, 1 would have used to address the first 
two helldings on our monitoring liat of developments in Poland. This is encloœd. 

2. As regards our future work under the Hat, 1 nO~1 ihink that i t might be more 
realistic ta aim to caver no more than two headings a week in order to a1101< 
capitals time to prepare substantive contributions and for an exchange of view5 
in the Committee. We also see no need to bind ourselves to going through the 
list frorn top to bottom without deviation. 1nstead we think that in selecting 
the headings each week for our next discussion we ahould consider whether it 
would be timely to take the next two headings on the list or whether, in the 
Hght of developments expected in Poland, we smuId select headings further do\~n 
the Hat for fue next discussion. 

3. l am copying this latter and the enclosure to colleagues on the Political 
Committee and to the repreaentative of the 1MB. 

R J ALSTON 

Document f~OT 10 bo r~cnG·:Gcl 

NATO CONF1DENTIAL 
fr"'" f;~c::. ______ ~. 
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5 Octoher 1982 

POLITIe \L COMHITTEE: POLAND 

{al MOles by the rehll:le ta lift or modify Martial Law Regulations 

1. Th~ follo>ling r"strictions have been lifted or relaxed sin~e 13 December. 

i. L'he curfew h&s been lifted throughout POland. 

ii. Internal tra\"el restrictions have been liftecl. 

iii. Postal and t~lephone communications aTe functioning normally. 

iv. Cinemas and theatres are now open and sporting events aTe taking 

place without prior permission from the authorities. 

v. Most newspapers have reappeared. 

vi. The ban on the activity of many social and profeseional associations 

has been lifted. 

vii. The ban on foreign ·travel has been eased. 

2. _The fo~lowing martial law restrictions aTe amang those which remain in 

force: 

i. Ban on strikes end a11 trade union activities. 

ii. Ban on gatherings, processions a.~d demonstrations (not inc1uding 

religioue ceremonies). 

iii. Censorship of cail, te1ephones Md te1ecommunicai:ions. 

il'. Ban on unauthorised use of printing equipment and radio equipment 

and radio tran~itters. 

v. "Militarisation" of designated industria1 enterpri'ies and administrative 

bodies ("'ho se personnel are nO", subject to militsry courts). 

vi. Liability of citizens recognised as fit for militsry service to 

be called up at eny time. 

vii. Special courts and accelerated penal proceedings. 

viii. ldentity cards ta be carried by al1 citi~ens including children 

over 13. 

The military authorities of course retsin the. power to reirnpose the curfew (as 

the did for a time in some places after 31 August) and other restrictions which , 
h..ve 1; ,en lifted. 

(b) g'lsnges in th" n"",bers of those interned Or those srrested and convicted 

for """"tial la", off~nces 

3. '</" estimate th'.t sinee the dec1aration of martial law sorne 7_8,000 people 
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haite beer. interned. T:l.e number of internees has been reduced in stages. Yle 

estimate :hat sorDe 1,OXl people are still in inter=ent. The authori ties 

reduced t.le overall total to 637 on 21 July but subsequently announced that a 

further <:.)0 were detained following the disturbanees On 13 August and 228 

after tho,e on 31 August. The numbers however are i::preeise sinee some inay 

• 
• 

have sincl been releaEed. The nuroner" of those arrested a.~d convicted of martial 

la,. offeL:es is still more uncertsin. Polisn official sources elaim that sorne 

5"'31 peOj le were arrer:ted on 31 August of "bien 263 r.ave sinee been jailed ani! 

3,000 pe<ple fined.; 1,050 were warned and releaseli. Prior to n",t we estimated 

tr.at a fj;ure of betw~en 1,508 2,000 "ere in prison for martial la'" offenee" 

and th!.t at least 1,000 Play have reeeived .hesvy fines for sueh offence". 
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