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"LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

Institutions and organisations 

Dip 

FSZMP 

KIK 

KOR 

KF'N 

KSSj'K0R 

KUL 

PPN 

PZPR 

ROPCO 

SKS 

SZSP 

TKN 

UL 

Doswiadczenie i Przyszlosé ( 'Experience and the 

Future', a discussion group) 

.Federacja Socjalistycznych Zwiazkow M~odziezy 

Polskiej (Federation of Soeialist Unions of Polish 

Youth) 

Kluby Inteligencji Katoliekiej (Catholic Intelligentsia 

Club) 

Komitet Obrony Robotnikow (Committee for the Defenee 

of Workers, ineorporated in September 1977 in KSs!KOR 

Konfederacja polski NiePJdleglej (Confederation for 

Independent Pol and) 

Komi tet Samoobrony Sp:.:>lecznej "KOR" (Corruni t tee for 

Social Self-Defenee "KOR") 

Katolicki Uniwcrsytet Lubelski (Catholic University 

of Lublin) 

Polskie Porozumienie Niepodlegloseiowe (polish 

Coalition for Independence) 

polska Zjednoczona Partia Robotnieza(Polish United 

Workers' Party; 

Ruch Obrony Praw Czlowieka i Obywatela (Movement for 

the Defence of Human and Civil Rights) 

Studencki Komitet Solidarnosci (Students' Solidarity 

Comrtli t tee) 

Socjalistyezny Zwiazek Studentow polskich (Socialist 

Association of Polish Students) 

Towarzystwo Kursow Naukowyeh (Society for Academie 

Courses) 

Uniwersytet Latajacy (Flying University) 
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SOURCES 

Only readily accessible sources have been consulted for this 

article, s uch as reports from the international press agencies, 

like Reuter, DPI, AFP, DPA, etc., Dutch and foreign newspapers . 
and periodicals, and the background and situation reports of 

Radio Free Europe. Where certain facts have been reported in 

more than one publication the source is not usually given • 
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l INTRODUCTION 

The wave of strikes shaking Pol and during the summer of 1980 

was not an unprecedented phenomenon. . For the fourth 

time in twenty-five years the regime was once again beiDg 

~. placed in an extremely awkward position by an outbreak of 

industrial unrest. 

However, the strikes of 1980 are unique in the history not 

only of communist Pol and but a1so of Eastern Europe~ for 

the first time the consequences of the unrest were not 

limited t~ replacing a few people in key posts and sorne 

vague promises of reforms; this time the authorities entered 

into public negotiations with the strikers, which culminated 

in a number of agreements in which the Iegime made not on1y 

economic but also political concessions. 

The struggle for the implementation of these agreements is 

still going on and at present it is highly uncertain to what 

extent the drastic changes in Polish national life implied 

in them will really come about. 

One thing is clear: after 'Gdansk '80' lire in Poland will 

never be the same again. A wave of denlocratic fervour has sprung 

up amongst the Polish people. Tt was expressed in the free 

trade unions and the free student organisations mushrooming 

aIl over the country. 1t a1so found expression in demands for 

abolishing censorship, dismissing unpopular local party 

bosses,for a scrutiny of (secret) police activities, etc.etc. 

These recent events did not come out of the blue: 

ever since 1976 wide-spread opposition had been building up 

against the political and socio-economic strategies of the 

government. Even before 'Gdansk' and 'Solidarnosc' the opposition 

movement was, in its constituent parts, sometimes surprising1y 

weIl organized. 1t encompassed more or Iess aIl strata of society, 

and even found support within the Po1ish United Workers ' Party 

(PZPR). 
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This movement should not be seen as a single firmly 

structured opposition party, but rather as a disparate array 

of groups operating both in and outside the established socialist 

order: parties, organiz3tions and individuals, each a separate 

entity; but often joining forces to achieve the objective which 

bound (and binds) themall together: to' create a society in 

which the people have a real say in the administration, 'an.d. in 

;, which human and civil rights~ are genuinely respected. 

Thé aim of this article is to present a picture of the way 

the Pol;sh opposition movement cama into being, of its most 

importaùt elements, the way it operates and the regime's 

reactio~s to it. There will also be a brief discussion of its 

ties wi th ôpposi tion groups in other Eastern European countries • 

It sh0uld be borne in mind that so much has happened in poland 

in ~ecent years which could be labelled 'opposition' that this 

article, despite its length,can in no way pretend to be 

1: Expressions such as 'human rights', 'civil rights', 'civil liber­
ties','human and civil rights', are used in this article without 
any, sharp distinœ.ons being intended. As ~ rule,the expres:ion 
used by the opposition groups themselves 1n the1r publicat~ons 15 
retained here. 
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The development of Polish dissident groups gathered rnomentum 

after the 1976 riots. Of course, even before then there had 

been what are now known as 'dissident actions', but they were 

mostly single acts of protest by individuals or groups directed 

against c~rtain specifie wrongs.~~ The striking aspect of 

developments since June 1976 is that the dissidents have now 

formed permanent groups with Iong-term objectives, and their 

activities span a wide range of social areas. 

The three best known and most important groups are: 

i Komitet Samoobrony SpoJecznej 'KOR' (KSS/KOR), the 

Committee for Social Self-Defencei 

ii Ruch Obrony Praw Czlowieka i Obywatela (ROPCO), the 

f.~ovement for the Defence of Human and Ci vil Rights; and 

iii Konfederacja Polski Niedpodleglej (KPN), the Confederation 

for Independent Poland. 

-------------------

* The term 'dissidents' is used in this article to refer to 
those who have set up' movements outside the officially 
recognised frameworks to demonstrate public opposition, in 
word or deed,to the way the country is rune 

x~ For example the open let ter of protest against the removal of 
Kolakowski from the PZPR in 1966, the open letter of Decernber 
1974 to the Ministe,- of Culture drawing attention to the 
.Lct--te of the Polish ~.tinori ty in the Soviet Union and the 
~~Litions against the proposed constitutional amendrnents in 
C-,cember 1975 and January 1976. D
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KSSjKOR 

;. K'SS!KOR is the oldest, ldrgest and by far the most important 

of the three organisations. The prelude to its ineeption was 

t~e violent riots which broke out in Radom, Ursus and a number 

of other Polish towns following sha~p price increases in . 
June 1976. The government hastily reversed the priee inereases, 

b~t it still took a hard line: police· ended the strikes by 

forc,,- .. which cost lives - and in the aftermath many workers 

wer~ ~rrested on suspicion of involvement in the riots, 

forty-eight people were sentenced to over two years' imprisonment 

and o::;,ûm8 hundreds lost their jobs. In reaction to this 

repression, fourteen intellectuals, headed by the historlan 

Jacc.:. ::-.:.ron, founded the Conunittee for the Defence of the WO~j.;'~TS 

KOR, on 23 September 1976. KOR presented itself at the time as 

an ... Ù ;IUC body formed to provide financial and legal aid for 

th,., .. ,~>-1.:-prs. ;md thei r families where the official authori tics 

h;-,i' :. ':ed to provide it, and to expose t_he repressive action 

tai-'-'1 L,y l..he government . 

KOR hAQ -1.1r:~ost a hundred per cent success on the first count. 

It stated ln its communiqué no. 13 (31.8.77) that it had made 

contact wit-h 981 workers and families in seven towns, had 

provided 92 people with legal aid, 40 with medical aid, and 

finally, 570'people or families with a total of 3,062,090 ZlotyS:. 

s: 
To give an idea of the actual value of this amount, it may 
be borne in mind that the average monthly incarne in Pol and 
is around 5,000 Zloty. 
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Despite obstruction, threats, intimidation and other forros of 

government repression (see below), KOR managed to bring 50 much 
r, 

internaI and foreign pressure to bear on the regirne that after 

an arnnesty on 22 July 1977 (the national holiday), aIl the 

imprisoned workers were set free, and rnany of them were even 

reinstated in their jobs. 

KOR sought to achieve its second objective by means of numerous 

underground publications, open letters to various authoritiesX 

(printed in the sarne publications), and requests to the Sejm 

(Parliarnent), calling for an inquiry into police brutality after 

the June riots. (Such an inquiry was never actually held, 

however) . 

In the s urruner of 1977, having achieved practically aIl it had 

set out to do, KOR was faced with the choice of disbanding or 

" embarking on new tasks. In the preccding months it had become 

clear that support for KOR was growing, particularly among 

~tudents, and that it coulà count on considerable syrnpathy 

- sometimes tacit, sometimes explicit - from the Church, and fJom 

-many Poli$th intellectuals holding a wièe vari et y of posi tions in 

society. There was thus sufficient suppo:ct for K,OR to continue. 

Government action agaist the workers and their supporters 

after the June disturbances, together with the official bodies' 

systematic refusaI to investigate any complaints about it, had 

convinced tœKOR rnembership that there would be a continuing 

need for an independent body which could denounce government 

~epression They had also discovered a real need for social 

organisations which, unlike the official organisations (trade 

unions, youth movements, students' associations etc.), would 

).'_i:<resent the true interests of their members rather tha.n those 

oj:·f,he Party and :3tate. KOR could find a new role in helping 

to sèt up such organisations. 

2 ror exarnple, the letter of 24.8.77 from Pro~ E. Lipinski to 
Prosecutor-General Czubinski giving a detailed account of 
violent police actio~ against so~e 200 KOR ~embers and 

syfupathisers. 
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After an inquiry carried out at the request of KOR by an. 

independent committee of tnree intellectual~% to determine 

whether KOR had properly acquitted itself of its duties, which was 

found to he the case,KOR was forrnally dishanded. 
:Xx A document signedby twenty-three KOR members on 29 September . 

1977 announced the establishment of the Committee for Social 

Self-Defence (KSS/KOR},*** whose aims were: 

a. to combât the repression of individuals on account of their 

p~litical, ideological or religious convictions or of their 

race, and to help those sQpersecutedi 

b. to combat Illegal (government) practices and help vict:tms; 

c. to press for legal guarantees for civil rights and liberties; 

d. to support and defend aIl social initiatives that promote 

human and civil rights. 

---- _ .. _._._------ ---------_. 

~~.:KSS/KOR has developed a wide range of activities to support 

-thcse aims, which remain unchanged. 

'Intervention offices' have bf'::cn set 1Jp in s~veral towns, to 

] l t d 1 l · h . f . ~ specifie f' l . co. GC an pu~ 15 ln ormatJ.on a00ut - . Cases 0 V10 atlons 

of human and civil right5, and to give advice and assistance 

tQ victims. InformaU.on evenings are held and' a 'Social 

$~lf-defence Fund' gives financial aid to those who have lost 

% 

** 

The former PZPR ideologist and ex-Minister of Culture, 
Bienkowski, the Catholic writer and ex-member of parliarnent 
Kisielewski and the literary figure, Kijowski. 

Of the original KOR rnernbership, orily three did not join 
. ',:ne new organi sa tion. 

~~~'I'he name KOR was retained because i t vla.s 50 vli~ely known. 
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their jobs through their association with KSS/KOR.~ 

KSS/KOR has' played ~ a particuiarly important role in dravling 
t, 

P"'ublic attention to a great variety of' matters which \vere, lOltil reCjF, ". ~* y 
systematically withheld from the official press by the censor. ' . 

It regularly issues underground publications*** and pamphlets 
~~** containing declarations or appeals. KSS/KOR members maintain . 

excellent contacts with Western correspondents, who invariably 

receive copies of the pamphlets, 50 that declarations and 

appeals get wide publicity in Poland by being broadcast on 

Western radio stations . 

KSS/KOR is also closely associated with the clandestine 

publishing house, 'NOWA', which becar.1e \Videly "kno-wn' when an 

accusation was brought against i ts 'director' 1 Chojecki, in 

court ill the spring 0 f 1980. 

The underground press, which is of course used by other groups 

as weIl as KSS/KOR, will be dlscussed at greater length later. 

Per.haps cven more impor.tant i:han the publication of uncensored 

news and views is' the stiinuli:lling role plo.yed by KSS meffio'::>ers 

in the innl~erable indepcndcnt organisatio~s w~ich have 

proliferated in the past few years. 

~ The intervention offic0s and the Fund in fact date back ta 
the latterdays of the former KOR. 

xx' 

xxx 

,··.:X,,!·"~ 

In 1977 when the censor, T. Strzyzewski, defectcd to 
Swéden " taking wi th him do.-' Iments containing official 
censorship guidelines, KOR acti"v Lsts smuggled the documnents 
back into Pol and and published them. 

The best known of these are the newspaper 'Robotnik' (The 
Worker) and 'Biuletyn Informacyjny' (self-explanatory). 

Subjects covered by pamph lets incl ude: the cri ticai econo,:Lic 
situation (May J 79), appeals to boycott the parliamentary 
elections (Feb.'80), calis for media reforms and opening up 

":~ ~'h:! ,."edia to views other than the communist line. (July 179), 
"6. ,:,-Z.ll f(!r the establishment of a Tri·'.)~nal to pass judgement 
on, Soviet war crimes against poland (Oct.'79), a declaration . 
on th~ scarcity of medicines (Dec.'78), etc •. 
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KSS/KOR was closely associated with the establishment of the 

first free trade unions in Silesia and the coastal area (the 

full significance of these activities has ~nly recently been 

realised), of independent farmers' organisations, the Students' 

Solidarity Committees (SKS)- , and not least, the Flying 

University CUL). 

Farmally, aIl theseorganisations are completely separate from , 
KSS/KOR and have many members who do not belong ta the 

Committee. However, KSS/KOR members usually number amongst the 

founder members and thus often occupy key positions • 

The formaI individuality of the organisations is moreover comr 

pletely in keeping with KSS/KOR philosophy,*· according to 

which the great evil of the present system lies mainly in the 

fa ct that groups of citizens have no org~nisations ta represent 

their interests, since aIl the official organisations, in 

practice if riot in theory, owe thcj.r first allegiance ta the 

Party and the State. The first Sl:CP lhcrefore is to destroy 

the present State-Party omnipotence Ly c~eating a wide range of 

j .1 r::penàent social organisalJolls COlllp) c!tely àevoted ta t.he in-
tlle 

tt::rest_s of their members. At lld!; f;,llly ~t~ge, KSS/KOR leaders 

Kuron and Micknik main Lain 1 tllCr.e i!~ no point ln de-T,anding fx·:::e 
I{"''''' 

~'-lections by secret ballot or in foullcHng poli tical pè . .rties, ...... 

set out in Jacek Kuron's article 'Reflections on a Pro­
gramme of Action' (The polish Review, vol. XXII, no. 3, 
1977), Adam Michnik's 'The New Evolutionism ' (Survey, 
Summer/Fall 1976) and els€where. 

Kuron recently reiterat.ed his emphatic staternent that 
KSS/XOR did not wish lo be a political party·but is a 
social organisatjon. 

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

 - 
PU

B
LI

C
 D

IS
C

LO
SU

R
E

 /
 D

É
C

LA
SS

IF
IÉ

 - 
M

IS
E

 E
N

 L
E

C
T

U
R

E
 P

U
B

LI
Q

U
E



• • 

• • 

- 13 -

which would only be an unneccssary provocation of the 

regirne and the Soviet Union~ and an obstacle to attaining 
~. 

the ultimate goal of a social democrùtic parliamentary 

system. The short-term airn should be to focus on the real 

needs and desires of the workers, farmers and other groups. 

New organisations would have to translate these needs and 

desires into repeated demands for concrete reforms in the present,~ 

bankrupt - ~egime. In this way the regime can be gradually 

altered from the grass roots level . 

The idea of doing things gradually is one of the key concepts 

in KSS/KOR. The other is legality. KSS/KOR repeatedly stresses 

that i ts act.ions are str ictly legal, and i t is the regime 

itself that contravenos the constitution, laws and internation.ll 

treaties to which Poland is a party. To emphasise the point, 

.j...t:ll.~ Coromi ttee publishes U1e names .:>nd clddre~:;~~cs of l. ts l''lembe:c: .. 
1;. .• :" 

.~~ oper~tes as opcnly as possible. 

Tho label of 1 dissident t is thus. rej(~cj,>d by hOSt KSS/KOR 

independent Si: Ollp • 

KSS/KOR has sorne 600 aCliv ists and several thousands of 

sympathisers. It has vlhat might be called a 'Central Cornmittee' 
~ 

of 33 memb, .cs, and cOIOwittees to deai with publications, 

farmers' problems, etc. It aiso has regional branches, usually 

basedi n ci tics, where the r isks to ,:,embers are fewer. Yet 

there is li ttle formaI organisation: cOIT,J!1unications depend 

J argely on personal contacts 1 ëind on 1 y the t Ccn t ra 1 ConlPLi t '':(;C; ';':1 d 

othcr commi ttees hold m(~etjngs. 'l'he .::xecuti ve ls ns:>t el" c' t:è, 

.por are tb,·:t:e ..:;.n:: set ôccj sion--ma.king procedures. 

'l'he Comni t ;.~e • s f inanc,i al re.sonrccs come from col lec-tj C'JlS ",,'ld 

x data from an interview with Kuron (25.9.79) 

.. / 
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gifts from sympathisers both in Poland and abroad, particularly 

Polish emigré groups, and in France there is even said to be 

~,a special support fund.* 

KSS encompasses three generations: the oider members were 

affiliated during the pre-war years to the Polish Socialist Party, 

tLJ Democratic Party or other, progressive non-communist parties -

this group inciudes Professors Edward Lipinski and JaR __ 

KielanovJskj. and the lawyer Aniela Ste:iIlsbargowai the second 

generation, aged 40 to 55, lived through Stalinism and passing 

by way of 'revisionism' and 'dissidence' has now become 

irreversibly anti-totalitarian - Jacek Kuron is typical of 

this groupi and finally the younger gene:<.ation,now in ,thei r 

thil.-tics, whose rncmbcrs include Adam Michnik, Bogdan 

Borusewicz, Miroslav Chojecki and Stanislaw Baranczak, many 

of whom were active in the student movement of 1968. 

Up till no'", i t has been liJ.rgely the older rner;"lb0.rs t-,110 have 

been i.n lhe limelight, "",hich Céll1 be accollnt ... .!d for by their 

'_-elatjve invll]nerabj lit y: Jn.:1ny of j-iw:o ,Œe p.cOliÜnent people 

.!nd ha ve lc;~s to ] ose 1:han tlJe youn':)er members now 

errbarking on their cùrcers. 

The great majori ty of KSS/KOR members belong to i.:~he polish 

intelligentsia: at Uw begjnning of 1979 i~he Central Contlnittee 

included bm professors of the 'Polish Academy of Scien,ces r 

a number of authors, two R.C. priests é)nd otherViise consis1:ed 

largely of other academ:ic;=;. 

In the early days o~ KOR ~he average Polish worker had Jiltle 

interest in poJiUcs. The disturbdnccs of 1970 éind 1976 l:Crc~' 

spontanAous oulbreaks of unrcst in reaction to the deep~ning 

cconomic crisis. It was not until the seventies wcre drawing 

to a close that poiiticai ~wareness began to grow - not least 

* Adam Michnik spent.a few months in the West in the spring of 
to mobilise support for KOR. For' 
retu~n ta Po~a~d for 'contacts with 

1977 to make contacts and 
this he was goaled o~·his 

hostile foreign centres'. 
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as a result of KSS/KOR activities - culminating in the re-
.... r· 

cent strikes. Although the Committee played an extrernely 

important role in advising the various coordinating strike 

committees, it did not in fact have any direct links with 

:~he strikers. 

-'-- ncspi te their appreciation of KSS/KOR' s work in their behalf, 

lùêi,TlY workers are still sornewhat reserved towards the Corruni ttee 0 

Not only the fact that the philosophies and ideals of 

.i '-!'(ellectuals like Kuron and Michnik are still far removed 

from the day-to-day reality of the Poli~h worker, but also 

the Jewish descent~ Marxist past and the atheism of many of 

the members arouse distrust. But, as l have alrE:ady explained, 

KSS/KOR is not out to forge close organisational links with the 
~~ 'target groups' it 1s satisfied with creating political a~;lrCnC! 

dlHl ~~0tting the organisation of such groups in motion - and 

Ult~l:C t,he Conunittee can be sëlid lo have had almost complete 

:;Ii'"('(':,5 with the workcrs. 

COllsjJcrablyless 15 known about this movemenL tha.n about 1:<SS/KOR. 

ROPCO was set up on 25 March 1977.0riginally its relationship with 

Kon was somewhat aniliiguous, for, although KOR at that time still 

SilW i tself as a tunporary organisation lIli th very specific 

objectives, both , 'rc fighting for human and civil rights. 

~ 

~~ 

--------------~--

'}" " ne r~gJ~e s propaganda makes much of the 'un-Poljshness' of 
the dlsSldent~, and also freruently alludes to supposed links 
between,the dlssidcnts (Michnik, etc.) and the 'West Gsr~an 
revancrHsts' . 

see p 12 
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The founders of ROPCO included cl nwnber of KOR rnelnbers, two 

of whorn, the priest Jan Zieja, and Antoni Pajdak, left ROPCO 
'. r. 

for no apparent reason shortly after it was set up, whilst two 

others, Stefan Kaczorowski and Wojciech Ziembinski, remained in 

ROPCO, and later left KOR. Confusion increased in early June 1977 

when Halina Mikolajska, a KOR rnember, said that KOR wanted to 

cooperate with aIl dernocratic rnovements, with the exception of 

ROPCO, because KOR 'knew too little about ROPCO's activities ta 

be able to'assess the value of the rnovement', and another KOR 

rnember, Emil Morgiewicz, shortly afterwards denied -Chat this 

was the official KOR view. 

In the first issues of the ROPCO publication 'Opinia', the 

cditors stated explicitly that they supported KOR's objectives, 

hut when a 'Declaration of the Democratic Movernent', signed by 

IlO JI('(lple, appeared in the underCjround papcr 'Glos' (Voice) on 

n1 ". ; ,.l'er 1977, (presented as a "confession of faith" of all 

t ho·;n uIIJ.I'J.::d in the stJ:uggle for the recognition of hUllIan .;,',<1 

\:lvil 1 !'.Jllt~;), the signZlturcs of ROPCO n,embcrs were COTl:::pic,Jo,,;'_y 

.-d.::,'tlL ,'llti - unlike K:';S/KOR -- HOiJCO ~'idS never mention('d. 

Dt::ve 1r ':'''''''d's since tbesc rather st:tained beginnings have sho'.<'J1. 

thaL :',.:~ is not in fact any strong rivalry betvlcen H.OPCO iiEd 

KSS/u"R: though they may have differenccs of opinion about ends 

and m~-~~! each shows a large measure of solidarity with the 

ather, and.they complement and support each others' activities. 

They wl:ite for each others' publications and sometimes mount 

join t campa igns ~ . 

-------,---

X For cxample r Kurol1 ;:mno'.lliccd cn 2 7 Februa)~y 1978 that Kss/r::è·~ 
and ROPCO together wcre going to callect signatures to suppo~t 
a protest against the violent disruptlons of lect.ures of the 
'Flying University'. In October 1979 eleven members of 
KSS/KOR and ROPCO went on hunger strike in protest against the 
imprisonrnent of human rights activists in Poland and 
Czechoslovakia'. 

,/ 
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The difference between KSS/KOR and ROPCO lies mainly in the 

philosophy of life of their members. Whilst, as ~ have already 

said, the majority of KSS/KOR members come from a socialist or 

~.Marxist background, which~they have never quite renounced, 

ROPCO's following consists of Catholics with a more nationalist 

and traditionalist outlook. In contrast to KSS/KOR, ROPCO rejects 

Marxism on principle and seeks a return to the pre-war situation e 

ROPCO also spans several generations: sorne of the older 

supporters have their roots in the Christian Democrat and Peas.antsE 

Parties of,the pre-communist era, others were Pilsudski supporte~s 

and national democrats. ROPCO documents even include the signat~rê3 

of high-ranking army officers of pre-war Poland. However, the 

younger generation provides the driving force in ROPCO, the 

best-knov.'n leaders being Andrzej Czuma and Wojciech Ziembinski. 

OrganisaU on in ROPCO is, if any thing, still less formaI than 

in KSS/KOR, which increases the danger of infiltration by the 

:;('<.:n~j~ 1;01 i cc. Rumours \-Jhich have yet to be proved have it that 

h·n~.i():l~i holve (-td.sen within ROPCO in t.he past because one of l'le 

1"(\lIi)(l"!:i ~I.tn :;u:-;pected of havin9 conti.\cLs wi th the secret pol ice, 

'.Jbi(·h IlIi'JII! 'JU I~OJ11e way to l~xpLdning the iniœlly wary 

,"1tLi l \.Ide; oJ F.ûl{ membL;rs to HOPCO. 

ROPCO, li ke KSS/KOH, publishcs underground papers, t.he best-­

-known being 'Opjnia'. It aiso regularly issues declarations and 

.... ~ . 

% appeals. 

ROPCO has branches in at least twelve towns and cities where 

people can seck advice about violations of their human and ci~il 

rights by the authorities. Victims of political persecution 

c are supported wi th rnoney and lcgal aid .. 

:X For instance ROPCO published an appcal on 21 Nover~)er 1977 
asking for signatures in support of the demand that intp.r­
national human rights conventions ratified by Poland be 
published in the Governmcnt Gazette. In May 1980 - in 
collaboration with KSS/KOR - it distributed pamphlets deIT~nding 
the release of the director of 'NOWA', Chojecki • 

./ 
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In 1978 ROPCO began organising informaI discussion groups 

~.varying in size from 30 tb 200 people. They met about twice 

a month, often in Church-owned buildings, to debate topies 

such as 'relations between Poland and her neighbours', 

'Polish independence', 'the moral significance of the events 

of September 1939' and 'the problems of rural areas'. 

ROPCO plaY7 an important role in organising independent farmers! 

organisations (self-defence committees), and publieising their 

activities through the magazine 'Gospodarz f (The Farmer) and 

other channels. 

Without there bcing <:Iny ()Dvious explanation, it is true to say 

that KSS/KOR is pal~ti cula]1y active amongst workers in the 

coastal region whi.l~)t HOl'r:o is on good tcrms with the Silcsi.an 

~i~'~>/minersi and it J~; UJUS mainly through ROPCO channels that sU:Jkes 

jn t.he mining arl'i.i~3, :;Uc}I:I'; lh()'~I,' jn 19Î: élnci the rcccnt ones, are 

rcported . 

As the topies for S)TOllp cl) ~)('li~;~; i on show , U)(~re is a strong 

IHtionalist eJp.Inent: jn HOPC()'~; activitics, an aspect also 

e;~presscd in the patrjotic c1t'ffionstratjons organised by ROPCO 

in recent years -- Lmd since ;:;eplernber 19790ften in collaborat.ion 

with the Confederation for Independent Poland - on national days 

such as Il November (the da}' celebrated as independence day 

bef(\re the Second World \\'ar) and 3 Hay (the date on whieh, 

beft.) ce the Second ~-Jor ld Wùr 1 the si')ning of the 1791 const.i tution 

* --'as i:o;runemorated . Thousands of people took part in the' 

jf 
On Il N ovember 1978, 1979 and 1930 sllch dcmons tré1 ti Ql)S '!cre s t<igcd 
in Warsaw and elsewhere, and one was held in Gd~n~k on 
3 May 1980.' ROPCO also org.:-mised a mass réllly on 31 July 1979 
in rememberance of the \varsaw rising of 1944. 
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demonstrations, which were generally preceded by a Requiem mass. 
The JX)lice , 

did not usually intervene, although the speeches were 
~ . 
violently anti-communist and anti-Russian. (The organiser5 later 

received relatively light sentences for disturbing of 

order) • 

The Confederation far Independent Poland (KPN) 

public 

KPN 15 the most r.ecently fOl-mcd and srn1111est of the general 

dissident movements, but at the sarne time it i5 al~o the mo~t 

fanatj.cally nationalist and anti-corr~unist. The establishmnnt 

of KPN was annol.lnced on l SepLcmbcr J.979 in lia:r:s(1;'; du,ring a. J,:,.;!;'; 

r.\!)cting co.nme>lIIoro.t.lng U1e German inva!>ion of Po12nd. 

KPN emphaL-ically p.cesents itself a!3 a poli1·.ical p;Œty. (KSS/J.(OH 

and ROPCO reljard themsel ves equal1y c:mpha U.ca 11 y as social 

organisil t j on::; ra ther than poli t.i cal l),~Œt:i cs). 'l'ile: 1.11 U.ma te • iifl 

of 'lh(~ pdJ.l:y W3.S cl.i'sc.:ril::ed in <In ill.i ;_i,.11 (~':l'I.II· tI i.~n 

n "nova l. of !)()v:i l~t-; n f l.u(:nce, by de!, i. ! uy i -~(J 1 :;,~ !)(j\·;er of the j':'.f,~ 

In <l prG~:;!3 r:Ollfel:encc for \·!c:!;t.-:Jl1 jUolc!la.ll~i.~3 on 3 Septemlx-c 

Lh:! KPN l(!dtk~l.- Leszek l'joCL;'...l]~~;'~i, inld rt.:porLers that KPN \1: ;:j 

,:lll .:;;malgarnatj en of seven sm<J.ll d i S~~ i.ôen·i: groups. J'v!oCZ\.1.1sk t, 

a his Lor ian, \-las himsclf a fOllL~d(';j:'-r,1crrÙ)e:l of ROPCO, and fo:r: A. 

. /') 

b me was edi tor-in-chief of the ll!o'll'hly 1 Opinia'. Following ;-) 

dispuie with other ROPCO l~aJ~rs about the rnandgement of 'Opill~d', 

('rhe v~ay). He sel: OUi: hi:; poli Lie21 UJ!Î lO~;;t:·hy ·;.n a tlianifr·!;l( 0 D
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taken by KSS/KOR have not been force fuI enough, and have had 

insufficient popular support. This cornes about. says Moczùlski, 
" necause the KSS/KOR approach to Polish problems is far too 

socialist and secular, for the true strength of the Polish people 

lies in nationalism, and even more in Catholicism. The successful 

visit of Pope John Paul II to pOland,had convinced Moczulski 

that the time was ripe to activate the emotions of the populatio~ 

against Soviet oppression and to make public declarations demandi::1g 

that independence be restored to Poland. 

Thus 1 whercas part of KPN consists of exJ ROPCO radicals 1 ~, 
another part is proD.lbly drùHn from the membership of the 

Polish Coali'cion for JndC!pcndC!Dce (PPN), a secret: ,:illd faJrly 

ODSCU.LC small orfjd ni ·,;,~ticn, set up in ;·jay 1976, wh'i cb has 

con::;isLcntly è(:mard"l1 l.hc rr-'sLorcltj on ,of pcl1 j ~;h <;'''.'l'}·(' i ']nL~' ~d"l 

the inLro(lilction or ct Inulti-'pa:r:Ly ~y~;t:('in. 

. . ( ) 11 1 d ." l t • c: t ;\ 1 

( '.i..l (_ Il 1 ::1 Lion pl;. 

~) r ) t ~ l 

... 

",', II<ll PalU-j"dl (' 

l ,1 >., ~ ; () 

• ~ J.) 1 

. '. 

c,l 
,) 

l , • 

• J '1. 

,l, Tn 1 Ji" 

1 r J 

, 1 ~'j 1. ' , : t ) , • .' l ,1 .' f_ 

n· 

',> 
", j i ~ 

1\ c; f ci r i' S j (i ~ 1 t • '1 1 ~ ~ . ~ 
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AlI this is not to say, howcver, that KPN has disappeared from 

pubtic view since its foundation. On the contrary, it has 
r, 

6rganised a number of spectacular demonstrations, sometimes with 

ROPCO members. On Il November 1979 (former independence day) a mass 

rally was held a t the tomb of the unknovlD soldier in ~larsaw 1 

demanding freedom and independence fqr Poland, and expressing 

solidarity with the ':.?wressed peoples of the Ukraine and the Baltico 

A demonstrat1on was held on 1 August 1980 to mark the 36th 

anniversary of the Warsaw rising. Hundreds of candIes and a wooden 

cross were placed in a military cemetery in Warsaw where there is 

a symbolic grave for the 4,500 victims of the Kat.yn massacre, and 

a red flag was pulled down in proteste Two weeks lilter KPN organised 

a mass meeting in Warsaw in rcrncmbrance of the Poles who fell in 

the Polish-Russj,an war of 1920. 

In addition to the d'monstrations, Kf'N, (lo<j,::!lhel- wjt!1 HOPC())~ 

)"st Yeb:cu'1,ry iJflpci11;:d to Polish 2thlc!t,::; to \.>()y~,:(1f t t he M.C\~.ICO\'" 

olyl1~pics 1 bCC;Hl~;C 

rt J:3 ~>s yet too early to be ("lb] c to d:::,,'~~-;S ,the lnf] ucnce and 

si';3nificancc of Kl)N. It i5 a fact, hU'{!t;vcr, that KPN activit,ies 

i'l.:couse lit tie en thus j asm in 0 th(~r oppos i tion mOVell\(~llts, wi th tlh~ 

eXI:;epU,on of SOllle ROPCO cireles. People .:lre afratd tl1<J.t KPN 

activit.ies will endanger the opposition moveme,d::. ilS a whole, and 
r:c:ccnt 

not without re~son, given the way in which governrnent prop.:lganda 

rcpcillf'dlyusc-d goczulski's c1ccJé'.rit['ions tG 'demonstrale' that 

c.:nLi-:,;')cL:>.list elen,ents aJ~e û!llh~J""injng Polish socict:l' anà tr:ri!lg 

X 'l'hi::; sLdt:cwent .... Jas 
10 ;;l,pL>~Tïiber 1980 

tnf~ Sv',',! (~L ·1' ~ 
l j)J on 

ll1.J.àe in a pnYJ}~._,n:;;(~ un Poli~;h Le)c-,d sion un 
, àC-!0,ling '-vith 'sul),,~rsive elements·. 

- Moczulski hirnse]f was arrestcd after rrantinp an interview ta '" -' the hl est - Ger Pl a n In a r. a z i ne I! Der Spi, cgc 1" i n H hic h he calle d far 
the ovcrtJ~rO\v of the PZ1'R--regime ar.d "L.he :r~Jl1Jval from Sc.v)et 
influence from Poland. 
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III The uncensored press 

As will no doubt be clear from the above description of the 

three most important dissident p,roups, there is a flourishing 
" 

., uncensored press in Poland. It is,as yet, unclear to what 

extent the greater openness ln the official media during the 

last few months has affeçted the circulation of the underground 

press. Before'Gdansk' it was estimated that there were sorne 
, . 

30 to 40 papers which appeared fairly regularly. Exact 

'circulation figures are not known, but according to Polish 

police sources 30,000 to 60,000 illegally printed and uncensored 

writings, books, papers and pamphlets appeared throughout 

the country every month, of which on average thirty per cent 

was intercepted by the authorities. 

Other sources put the circulation of the biggest paper, 

'Robotnik ' dt Let'·Joen 15,000 and 30,000, \",hilst the Hopeo 1l,11JI,~l', 

'Opinia'\';;l:" ~.J.id to l'un to an aV8rage 8,000 copies. Circo.ldtjüJl 

(igures do not hOI-J(·vi:'r 9 i ve a truc picture of the ùc;ll1,::ll u·.:,'1('j,­

hip, as cach copy pa:;scs 1hnJll~;h;t;1ny hnncls. Jacek Kurof\ l '.t ;""tc 

;n SL'ptêmber 19ï9 tllat ('Il :lvel;l)~c 'p'(;J)ctl\ik' \,':.1$ l'l';ll} h) 1',Il,!il!:) 

people. 1'-1;il1y copies oC ull('enSUI'cd Vuhlic'tiolls éllso fini! III": l' 

t 0 the \'i est ;-J n d ale 111 C 11 r c a d 0 1" cl i s eus s (~ d i n Pol i s h 1:: II): 1 1 l ,','~ 

bToadcasts rH))ll sLd, ions such rIS l<.;",dio Frcc l:uropc. 

Tl!us it is no v"elsL~h,;m(!nt to say that the regime's 11I0f10}>,)ly 

011 ]'J')f('l" t' , l "J' if' ,"'l'y 1.1r"~"r'nl]"'l~d ~ , ,.J ,ma, .l,on nas ,")(':cn 'A lIiOS: .,()~,cJ.,.1 l .. ~,. ,J '..0 • 'l'hi~j i s a 

gr ':olt SUCC(,;SS f()c the oppositjon, for !.Ollch 111onopoly is f)lll~ of 

1;,1' 'most ii:"l-;cu:La,nt pillii)"s of the r'-~<Ji l",2, and indeed of iUly 

totali tari"n )":g i ;~12. 

y' • 1 

J • • ! ~, 1 .,-1. , 1 ' ~. ; ,,~ 

* }n hl" '\ A ~;Late of ('d:Cd r'~JJ" h:i.ch the Cl,Ul::C 1é:S l.),~ct'Il 1:()n'Jl.>l1'lr:d by 
having pa.st:uJ',ll~.> (':c1l1 (lIter mass, etc. 

j~*p , ~,' d ~. . , l' d - ~ ')" t...,' f} rJ.nt.:.J.ng an ((,1_~'l'i'1.jut1.ng un ergl,UUJlU .:..,,)1) lCdl.-LO!lS J.S one 0 r1e 

fcw dis3i.dcnt .v~tivities which are crJxcied out 'illegally' or 
underground, as the law requires that aIl printed publications 
be submitted te t.h0,...,...censer. 
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opinions of one specific group: each group gives space to 

representatives of other groups and they report on each.other's 

activities. 

The chief publications include: 'Biuletyn Informacyjny' (KSS/KOR), 

'Robotnik ' (KSS/KOR - written for a predominantly worker 

readership), 'Opinia' (ROPCO), 'Dro'ga' (ROPCO/KPN), 'Glos' (mainly 

KSS/KOR), 'Bra tniak' (s tud en t paper, SKS), 1 Gospodarz' (fa.rrners e 

paper/ROPCO), 'Placô\"rka'(Look-out Post, farmers' paper), 'Rolnik 

Niczalezny 1 (' The Independent Farm2r'), 1 Spotkania' (fEncoun /':c):s r c 

Catholic youth publication), 'Zapis' ('Wri tings " independent 

CathoU_c pub] ication), 1 PuIs' (literary paper), and 'Krytyl-'n 

(political paper i~cluding the Czec~ Vaclav Havel and the 

Hungad . .3D I·Hk.1os H<:tl:.::lsztJ amongst iLs editors). 

'l'he <]J:ound covered by all Lh'3~;e pubJ ica. Lions 13 extrcmcly wj dl.? 

'l'bey prin!.: i:hc d('clLlrai.:ion~_;, Llp[x?"l::; and open 1c·t:ters of the! 

vJrioll:.:i rUssicJeni: groups, but-. a1:;0 report. on di::;~;ident act.Lvilil":, 

1,<)1 i.ce 'tci.ion in Po.1.::znd (;ll1d el ~:.e·".'l}C'r(:! in EaS:(:L·n E1U:OpC) d.1' Il' .i. 

(-;.,. i ;-1 in 'j!J>ups or ind:ivioll;l1:;, ~;Ll j ;J~S, Z"ino national ùnd inl, 1 

:~ If i(.'n~lJ. ,:;vents. Tb.~y .:l.lso (JjV(~ h",.';gL'cur1Cl infon r,i1iion on 
~ 

\li~;L __ 'L lCl11, eCO!I(j:,ljr; (lJ~ po] i.l ir-;"l Î:;S!lt:::=; • 

y0.1 1:'S of lL; (:X1:")·0:IC<.:' rt~C\'.)l\' l!a~:; pubJishc.d ovc:r 90 books in 

<:ditions (Jf s,·,-.;r.t·;-I1_ thou.'.~and (èOplr.S, incl udi_ng -,·.'o.cks by 

"0' 1· 4"'} Il:( -1 "J J . , .• )j 'hO r .i t f.. i ..:;, CV L::1 . j ; Il ! ,;,1 in 

·,,: .. ~,:jc,.s,or Lho ~',)li.~·h ',~Lji,:l.SI J..:,:-;r'(;.JJ-5cn (:;ee beJ()w}~J1:1S rC.~·r~::H~":i ,:,.<.h 

.'1 pih:h th<~.ti:c·l<1y 1:!1;'3 :,tj"I~i l_Y {JI: rnJjsh lil~crd.L-y <:'u:.J..'ll i :. uo 

*R7i.dio F'T"G E11JÎ)pn iillld.ls])c-::;. 
unclergrou!1 rl p1.·cs~~ . 

. / 

:(t:~gtllar rcvt c\·"s 
(. 

1) ( 
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IV The 'Flying University' (Uniwersytet Latajacy) 

It is not only its monopoly on the press that the regime'has 
r-

~'lost in recent years: the state monopoly on education has also 

been breached, for which ROPCO' s discussion group sand even more 

the discussion groups and catechism classes of the Churchx have 

been largely responsible. However, the most spectacular organ-. 
isation by far is the Flying University. The name is the same 

as that of the underground educa tional establishments wh:'.ch aimed 

ta preserve Polish culture during the partititions of poland and 

the Second World War . 

The most recent revival of the Flying University came about in 

the autumn of 1977 on the initiative of the Students' Solidarity 

Commi ttee (SKS) in Warsaw. Economists and historians orga.ni~3ed 

lectures for small groups of students on the social ~nd economJc 

causes of the present Polish malaise. The lectures were very 

succcssful and initially left ulldisturbed by the authorities. 

EncourLlged by this lack of intervention, students soon began 

organising lectures on controversial topics such as the origins 

of the Polish Peoples' Republic and non-Marxist economics, etc . 

In order to protect themselves more efféctively against Governm011t 

rcpression and to attract the support of established academic 

institutions and the Church, the organisers set up an umbrella 

organisation called the Society for Academie Courses (TKN;.** 

vil 22 January 1978 a manifesto signed by 59 people announced tlle 

establishment of the TKN. lts aim was to 'broaden,1 enrich and 

supplement the knowledge of students and young intellectuals, 

~The Ca~holic University of Lublin (KUL) is a cas~· apart, being 
the only Eastern European university whose courses are not based 
on Marxist-Leninist philosophy. 

**This name alsd has a historical connotation, being the name of 
a continuation of the U.L. (which was active in the last two· 
decades of the nineteenth century) in the period immediately 
preceding World War l. 
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particularly in the social sciences and culture.' Al th,ough the 

manifesto did not contain an explicit attack on the education r, 

system, the statement' i that 'the structure of poli tica 1 power 

in this country' made it even more essential to achieve the aime 

illustrated clearly enough the signatories' views. 

The TKN now has now sorne eighty members, approximately half of 

whorn are l.ectu;r:ers at various educational institutions. There are: 

nine professors and six members of the polish Academy of Sciences 

(PAN), a nurnber of writers (two of whom belong to the internaticna 

writers' club, 'PEN'), journalists, (four of whom are editors-in­

-chief of officially recogn~sed Catholic papers), artists, priests 

(sorne of whom are KUL lecturers), and well-~nown dissidents such 

as Jacek Kuron, Adam Michnik, Professor Edward Lipinski~ and PAN 

i,lember, Jan Kielanowski, who acts as "chancellor" of the UL. It 

'" striking to note that !Oost TKN mel1Ù.)ers are prominent in their 

, ~n field, and furthermore that they represent a broad cross-sect! 

;)f Polish inLellectual life, which makes them less vulnc't"iJble t.o 

government repression. The TKN a150 stresses that it is 

strictly legal, and is even registered with the competent 

·'luthorities. It has an executivc, last elected in June 

'1 )80 " and commi ttees to deal wi th finance and planning. 

In pursuance of the, TKN objectives, the UL held sorne 120 lectur.es 

during the first two academic years for a total audience of about 

* 5,000 people. The lectures were given in private houses and 

church buildings in various towns, and admission was freeto aIl 

corners.' The major historical and socio-economic topics varied 

from 'social and I?olitical ideologiesf-rom the French Revo~ution 

to the Second World War', and 'Polish-Jewish relations sinee 1918' 

to 'great controversies of the first fifteen post-war years' and 

'a general introduction to the social sciences'. 

~Attendance figures varied between 10 and 150 people. 
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The ULIs activities are not limited to lectures: it also has 

a small secret library which, through intermediaries, lends ., 
;, underground texts and books which have been smuggled in from 

the West. The UL also produces its own texts, almost aIl of 

which are published by 'NOWA'. A series published in 1979 under 

the title 'TKN Notebook', containi~g the texts of past or planned 

lectures on various aspects of modern history, has enjoyed great 

popularity, even outside UL circles . 

At a TKN meeting in June 1980 it was decided to ~hift the 

emphasis in UL activities increasingly fram lectures ta this 

type of publication, because repressiveaction by the 

regime against UL lecturers and students had intensified 

steadily over the past two years. Initially the authorities 

confined th~nselves to checking students' identity cards and 

temporarily arresting lecturers (who had sometimes taken the 

precaution of pre-recording their talk 50 that it could still go 

ahead). However, it was not long before the police began to break 

up lectures by force (sometimes evcn using tear gas). Later 

agent.s provocat_cun:; (often members of the official 'Socialist 

Assocjatlon of Polish Students') infiltrated the lectures and 

started fights. In the spring of 1979 KSS/KOR members Kuron 

a:1d Michnik even had to calI a temporary haIt to their lectures 

for reasons of personal security. 

The government also began to prosecute lecturers and students 

who had made their homes available for lectures, for breaking 

the administrative regulations on the compulsory notification 

of 'public meetings', imposing fines of 5,000 Zloty (the-average 

lfionthly salary). People living in such 'alternat~ve' college 

accOIT~odation were also threatened with expulsion orders for 

breaking 'housing regulations' (the reasoning being that if anyone 

can receive so many visitors in their fIat, they evidently have 

more room than they need. 
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'l'his kind of pl'l:ssun.! furcl~u the UL to alter it!:i practice of 

open lectures, dilU lhey lJeydl1 lü ue urganised in secret. 

lIowever, iL WdS still i/llpossil>le tu prC:.!vent infiltratiQn, so 

l ha t th~ v i olen t dis t urbJ'nces conL inued. 

In reaction lo this provocatjon, the TKN held a press conference 

for Western reporters on 28 November 1979, in which it appealed 

to men of letters and intellectuals in poland and the rest of 

the world to support the UL. 

The appeal did not go unanswered: on the initiative of a polish 

sociologist lecturing in England, Leslek Kolakowski, an 

'International Rescue Committee for the TKN' was set up to provide 

the TKN with moral and financial $upport and currently has 

65 members in Western Europe, the US, Canada, and Australia, 

including the writer lIeinrich Holl and the economist Gunnar 

Myrdal~ The TKN dl~o received promises of support from the 

'Polish InsU.tute of Arts dnd Sciences in America' which is held 

in great esteem in the US. 

ln the sprjnr. of 1~11l() :l Ill.!\v TI\N p"hlication, 'Kronika', appcared. 

T li c f.i r s t j S S \J e li l' \! () t l' cl ;j ,\: 1 e a t li c al 0 f spa cet 0 t h c T K N 's P 1;..1 n s 

for the Cllrrcnt ;IClc!<.;lIlic 1'e,lf anJ llll' proposed new cditions 

to supplement the official 11' prescrillcJ hooks. Thi.s type of 

supplementary lIlé]t,(~rj:J] \vas also gojng to be prodllccd for primary 

and sccondary scÎ}'!)] jlupils. 

The new political cljlll,lte in Pl)I;lnd has led to a rcviva] of the 

UL. A lIew serie~ of lectlln's st;rrteJ on 7 No\'clllber 1980, when 

übout 700 people g;lthercJ to 1 isten to professor Jedlicki who 

spoke on Poland's recent histofr. The venue was morc suitélble 

t h éI non pre v j 0 u SOC cas i 0 Il S: t Il (' 1 c c t LI r c W;1 S h e 1 d .i Il the a u dit 0 r i um 

of Wars<l\'! llniversity~ 
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Jlldl~pl'Il\lt'llt \l1-g:llli:',:lt i<lIlS.-rnlIl11l1 JII.I~ lite illlerests of cert<..tin group~ 

As all'eaJy st;lted in the sel~tjoll l:l!Vlltl!J to it, one of the alms ot 

I\SS/I\t)l~ has heèll alld i s the èstall 1 i shlOûnt of independent, 'autonomoliS 

6 ~. g <.1 n i;: a t ion s for the v (1 rio Il ~ g r () Il P s wh i c h mil k e u p Pol i s h soc i e t y . 

Recent Jeveloplllents in Pol<..tnJ have tlel!lonstratcd only too clearly 

the 0 ver w h e l IllÏ n g Il e e J f 0 f S Il C h 0 r g a n i s a t ion s, no ton] y r 0 r e pre sen t 

workers, but also L.lflllerS, jounali'sts, civil servants and academic . 
staff, students and other groups. 

l shall not go into reeent events lwre as they are fairly weIl 

known <.Ind also hecause it is iJllpossible to present a complete 

picture, given the speed with which new developments occur. 1 

will, however, treat the firs! iIllpulses to independent (trade) 

organiz:Jtions, which have cullJlillat:ed in the present events. 

Frce trade unions 

As already mentioned in the jnt l'LHlucLjon, industrial unrest 1.S 

nothing new in post-wé:lr PoJdnd. TIH:n~ have been explosive 

outburs~s in ]956, . ~ ]976 dnd 19UO, but there have also been 

Jess seri l ' , 'd ~ '\ t1e ]lllerVvIllllg pl.:rlo s . The reasons 

ha ve been pany cl· :ll 'J.'" i '.Jus : the t t.'ll~;jon created by low wages, 

which made regu]ar overtime a IIl:!ce~:;Gi ty, food shortages (large 

enterprises such as mines and shil'Yi..lrds have their own shops), 

the unfair awarding of bonuses and premiums to party men, 

increased productivity norms, non-!Jayment during stoppages caused 

by organisational errors (for exampJe, when the requisite ~aw 

materials for a job are not delivered in time), and the frequent 

failure of managements to observe safety regulations. 

%For example, in August 1977, 3000 workers at a light-bulb 
factory in Pabianice (near Lodz) twice downed tools in protest 
against pay cuts. In late lSepteruber 1977 strikes broke out at 
five mines in Silesia because food supplies were short. The 
Illegal paper 'Robotnik Wybrzeza' reports that in the first 
four months of 1979 work stopped six times in the Gdansk 
shipyards in protest against compulsory overtime. 
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Whenever industrial conflicts have arisen on account of 

grievances of this nature, the workers have received little 
.. 

'·support from the official ~rade unions leaders, who nearly always 

take the side of the management. Thus it is hardly surprising 

th~t informaI workers' groups had already begun operating in 

Polish enterprises twenty years ago. They consisted of a small 

nucleus of workers who were trusted' by their colleagues and 

acted as mediators in conflicts. The workers' groups came very 

much to th~ fore during the strik~s of July/August 1980. Since the 

official trade union leaders were and are not recognized as proper 

representatives by their members, the regime w~s fOTced into 

a tacit acceptance of the informaI workers' groups. 

After the 1976 riots the struggle for free trade unions began 

to take more concret~ shape. On 4 November 1977 a 'workers' cell~ 

was set up in Radom by Leopold Gierek, one of the workers 

arrested after the disturbances and an editor of 'Robotnik', and 

others. The aim of the cell was to prot:ect the rights of 'working 

people' independ,:ntly of the official trade. unions which it 

debcribed as 'dead lnstitutions', èind to encourage the foundat.ion 

of other independent bodies for workcr-representation . 

On 23 February 1~)78 the 'Organisation Committee for Free Trade 

Unions in Upper Silesia' was formed in Katowice, calling on 

workers ta set Uf) 'free national labour associations'. Godfathers 

ta this comrnitLe(~ included ROPCO member Kazimierz Switon, and 

'Robotnik' editor Wladyslaw Suleki. Its manifesto contained a 

violent attack on the official unions which 'abandoned workers 

and made them powerless against exploitation by the State'. 

Labour activists in the coastal area were not long in responding: 

on 29 April 1978 the 'Free Trade Union of the coastal Area' was 

set up in Gdansk and Sopot, to ensure effective 'protection of 

the economic, legal and human rights' of aIl workers, and on 

Il October 1979 a founding com:mittee of eight people from Szczecin 
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and nearby Gry r i Illl ~et up Lhe 'Free Trade Union of West 

Pomeran i a' . Fret! trade unions aiso sprang up eisewhere in the 

country including Grudzi~dz, Lodz and Warsaw, but they received 

less publicity than the abovementioned four. 

The membership of the new free unions was not very large 

initialIy,X and the regime persec~ted members with a ferocity 

which had been absent in its actions against dissident 

intellectuals • 

For the time being the main aim of the independent trade union 

movement was to foster poli tical awareness among the workers., 

and to this end the trade unions, together with ROPCO ana 

especially, KSS/KOR members, published and distribute papers such 

as 'Robotn i k " 'Ho)..Jot n i k \vybreze za ' (The Coas t cl l Worker), and 

'Ruch Zwiazkowy' ('.l'Ile 'J'l <.lde Union Movement). 

A climax was reached Ull 5 Sept ember 1979 wi t_h the pub] ication 

of a 'Charterof \\'ürkl~ls'l~jl~hls,' ]0,000 copies of which were 

prinled and distribiJh~cI by 'HoboLnjk' alld t.he free trade unions. 

It bore the signatllrf's of :.;ixty-five J)(:~op]e from twenty-Lwo 

different towns and cilies, including those of 'Robotnik' edjlor 

Jan Li tynsk i, and Anna Weil en tynow lc z a nd Lech Wa] esa who l a ter 

came to the fore during the 1980 strikes in Gdansk. The Charter 

opens with a summary of the problems facing Polish workers and 

other citizens, and accuses the officjal unions of not 

representing the inlerests of their men~ers. 

This is followed by six demands relating to wages (indexihg) 

shorter working hours, industrial safety, the abolition of 

privileges for party members and officiaIs (militia, army, party 

JlomencJatllra ), the abolition of eLforced collaboration Ylith the 

~The number was pu~ at about 100 at the end of Octobér 1979. 
The number of suppor ters W<JS undoubtedly very much larger.-
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regime, and the revision of the Labour Act,~ including recognition 

of the right to strike. Most of these dernands were to be 

" repeated - and actually met - durinÇj the 1980 strikes. 

The Charter then proceeds to an elucidation of how workers may 

protect their rights more effectively against the regime. The . 
proposed methods include strikes - or threats of. strikes.- 1 

consistent internaI solidarity, regular exchanges of information 

about àbuses, coop8ration with 'independent social organisations· 

and the editors of independent publications, active participation 

in factory councilsIX and the creation - in secret if need DS -

of permanent workers' groups. 

;,)nce these permanent workers' groups were fully operational it 

would be possibl~ to form free trade union committees. Free 

f'rade unions were the ul tima te goal, as 'only independent 

~-~de unions which have the support of the workers they represent, 

'-!n mount effective resistancc to the authorities. They alone 

(':a n represcnt a power v .. hich t:,ht~ regime cannot ignore, alld will 

,,',le to negotiate wi th on equa l terms'. Prophetie wQrds, indûed ~ 

Finally, as a first practical Ineasure, the Charter announeed the 

2:.~ablishrnent of a Mutual Assistance Fund (Kasa pomocy) fxom 

Vlhich workers who lost their jobs as a result of their traè,e 

union activities could receive financial aid. 

~The movement was particularly keen to see the removal from the 
Act of the provision enabling striking workers to be dismissed: 
though the word 'strike' is never mentioned, the Act provides 
for action to be taken against those who, without being able ~ 
an explanation within a reasonable period, 'stop work ' or 'do 
not report for w~rk'. 

%%These are a type of industrial council introduced by Gomulka 
as a concession to the workers after the 1956 disturbances, 
but which were soon emasculated by the regime. 
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In an appendix to the Charter the legal nature of the free trade 

union movement is emphasi~ed and dernonstrated by texts from the 

I.L.O. Treaty and the International Convention on Economie, 

Social and Cultural Rights (both of which had been ratified by 

POland). 

A year ago the majority of members would probably scarcely have 

dared to dream that the preparatory work for the first free 

trade unions would bear fruit 50 soon. Only the regime seems to 

have estimated the extent of the risk with any degree of accuracyo 

as may be seen from the harsh measures taken against trade union 

activists in particular, but it was relatively powerless to do 

anything about it. 

Farmers' oroanisations 
------------~.. -

Far less is known about farmers' than abuul workers' organisations, 

which is pr-obably p<utly due to the fact t.-hat the farming 

conununity in Poland has traditionally b(~cn relaLively cut off from 

the mainstream of Polish socialised society, AfLer tlle 1956 

crisis Gomulka gave up plalls for large-scale collectivisation 

and restored the farmers' lands to them, since when neither he 

nor his successors have ever again dared ta tackle this 

'ideolagical monstrosity'. Thus today almost eighty per cent of 

the agricultural land in Poland is still in the hands of sorne 

three million independent farmers, which may be a striking 

phenomenon under a communist regime, but is one which has 

scarcely any n~Bvalue for the Western press, cancerned as it is 

with the latest and most s.pectacular events. 

However, that is not to say that farmer and regime coexist in 

Poland without any problems. Whilst it is true that government 

policy in recent years has been aimed at modernisation and 

economies of scale in agriculture, whether farms are privately 
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or publicly owned, the farmers complain that many local, 

authorities do actually d~scriminate against independent farmers 

in the allocation of scarce commodities such as fuel, machine 

parts, animal feed and chemical fertilisers. They also accuse the 

authorities of obstructing young farmers who want to buy new lando 

It is difficult to establish the extent to which such complaints 

are justified, but sinc~Past experience of most farmers has 

taught them to be highly suspicious of the regime, they are 
, 

quick to assume that the State is out to undermine their interests 

On l July 1978 an Act regulating farmers' pensions carne into 

force. The essence of the Act is that farmers who, awing to 

their age, can no longer make optimal use of their land are given 

the opportunity of handing over the farm to a successor or to 

the State in exchange for a pension, the si7.e of which depends 

on the quantity of agricultural produce delivered ta the State 

over ~he preceding five years, 

This method of calculatjon and the amount (If the compulsory 

pension contribulion~aroused protest frolll the farmers. In the 

Lublin region the farrners stopped delivery to the State and 

refused to pay the contributions. As a result of their action 

various ambiguities in the Act were removed to the advantage of 

the farlners. That did not however prevent the creation at the 

end of July 1978 of a 'Provisional Committee for Farmers' Self­

-defence', with members in sixteen villages in the Voivodship of 

Lublin, followed a few months later by the establishment of 

similar cornmittèes in the Grojec region (near Radom), in Lowisko 

(near Rzeszow), Zbrosza Duza (near Warsaw) and elsewhere. 

~set at around 8.5% of the annual incorne of the average small 
farmer (N.Y. Times, 20 June 1980). 

'. 

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

 - 
PU

B
LI

C
 D

IS
C

LO
SU

R
E

 /
 D

É
C

LA
SS

IF
IÉ

 - 
M

IS
E

 E
N

 L
E

C
T

U
R

E
 P

U
B

LI
Q

U
E



• • 

• • 

" 

.. 3 4 -

These 'Self-defence Committees' are still in existence~ They 

not only campaign for specifically farming interests, but 'also 

distribute information onr- abuses in rural areasx xand provide 

aid in cases where human or civil rights have been violated. 

The committees work in close cooperation with groups such as 
• 

ROPCO and KSSjKOR and publish a number of underground papers 

(see above). They also organise lectures on agricultural topics . 
and have Ln the past called on the services of :e.a. Professor Jan 

Kielanowski (" chancellor" of the Flying Uni versi ty) *:.X 

Student organisa~ions 

Student unrest has also been a source of grave concern to the 

regime. In March 1968 university students rioted in Warsaw, 

Cracow and other cities, their anger provoked mainLy by the fact 

tha t the social reforms promised by Gcmulka and t,he expected 

cultural liberalü:ation had not come about. 'l'he st.udent uprising, 

whilst it did arouse sympathy i.n some intellect.ual cfrcles, 

received no support at aIl from workers or farm(·)"s. On the 

contrary, government propaganda about the 'antt--nalionill, zionist 

elements' which were supposed te be behind the riot.s was acce!lted 

without que~tion by many people, and thus the government had littl 

difficulty in restoring the peace by forceful measures. 

In April 1973 five existing stujent organisations were superseded 

by the "Socjalistyczny Zwiazek Studentow Polskich" SZSP (Socialist 

Union of Polish Students) with the aim of streamlining the 

idealogical education of Polish stuàents,which was considered 

desirable. The SZSP, integrated in the FSZMP (Federation of 

X It is not yet clear to what extent the Sclf-defence Committees 

have been 'swallowed' by the new Farmers' Union "Rural Solidarity" 
x% " -
. For exarnple, a 'Gospodarz' article on 25.11.78 cornpared the 

x 
amounts spent on policing and 'education respectively in the 
Grojec region. 

%~This ls a continuation of a 'thirties tradition, the 'Farmers' 
University'. However the authorities deal,-just as harshly with 
~his type of lecture )ls with those of the UL~ 
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Socialist Unions of Polish Youth), has never been popular among 

students. One reason for its unpopularity is that students who 

are not confirmed Communists (the great majority in Poland) djd 

~'not feel any affinity wit~ it, and the other reason is that it 

always put the inte:ests of the regime bE:fore those of the 

students. 

The events of June 1976 and their aftermath revived student 

activity • 

When petitions from aIl over the country were being sent to the 

Sejm calling for an inquiry into police misconduct many students% 

were among the signatories. Many students also became KOR activists 

and when one of their number, Stanislaw Pyjas of Cracow, died under 

suspicious circumstances (see also below), his funeral was m~de 

the occasion for mass demonstrations. On 15 February ] 977 à Ilwnifes 

lO was read out in Wawel Palace to a meeting of 5,000 students 
BllnouncJng the establishment of a 'students' solidarity COllUllittee 

(SKS)~;med at achieving 'authentic and independent student. 

representation' in place of the SZSP. Simi lar cOlluni t tees wcre 

saon formed at ne~rly aIl the other universities . 

The SKS have devised a wide range of activities: their part in 

the revival of the UL has already been mentioned. The SKS also 

publish papers ('Bratniak' and 'rndeks' are two in which both student 

affairs and generai topics are discussed. 

Th 0 . t t f . f Id' X% e c mml ees 0 course campalgn or genéra stu ent Interests, 

but they aiso help individuai students who are in difficulties 

with the authorities.%X% 

f.1ainly%From the universities of Gdansk, Cracow, J.!arsaw and Lub) i~ (KUL). 
%% 

For example, SKS Cracow sent a letter of protest to the university 
administration on 21 November 1977 about the increasing difficulty 
of obtaining certain books and periodicals from the university 
library. 

X%% 
SKS Poznan wrote to the authorities on 25 November 1977 prote st-
ing against the intimidation of students who had requested the 
Minister of Higher Education ta invalidate the dismfssai of a 
'diS.sident' Iecturer, S.Baranczak (KSS/KOR member). 

Ih'! ~."" ./;,r 
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The SKS frequently'collaborate with KSS/KOR and ROPCO, and 
i 
in sorne parts of poland there are even said ta be sorne regional 

~'cooperation associations ~alled 'social self-defence clubs' for 

joint monitoring of human"and civil rights. 

The abolition of'the SZSP has always been one of the foremost . 
aims of the SKS. Over the past twoyearS this dernand has been braught 

up a number of times. During an SZSP meeting in Cracow in 

December 1979 sorne members, having voiced harsh criticism of the 

organisation, demanded its abolition. A month later a damning 

'Report on the state of the SZSP' was published in 'Indeks', 

drawing the same conclusion. Even more significant than these 

was the petition signed by 900 students of the university and 

other higher education establishments in Cracow ta the Eighth 

Party Congress of the PZPR (in February 1980), in which the 

students demanded the disbandment of the SZSP and its replacement 

by an organisation which 'would not impose any ideology, would 

represent the true interests of the student. community and would 

be respecte,d by the students'. As was t.o he expected, the 

petition was bru shed aside by the Parly Congress, buti~ received 

public support from a group of Catholic llltellectuals, including 

the famous composer;. Krzysztof Penderecki, and the Church, which 

condemmed the practice of forcing upon Catholic youth 'an ideology 

which is contrary to the Christian beliefs of the great,majority 

of Poles.·~ 

The recent victories achieved by the strikers have had 

repercussions in student circles. The establishment of an 

'Independent Students Association', which is to have branches 

in other cities, was recently announced in Gdansk. It will,be 

clear from the above that this initiative was not without · 

precedent. 

~piscapal cornrnuniqu~ of 29 February 1980 • 
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VI The Chureh 

'.The Roman Catholic Church ~s the strongest force in the Polish 

opposition movement. That is not to say that the Church in any 

way regards itself as a political organisation, much less part 

of a political opposition movement, but as an opponent of the 

regime it does perhaps carry more weight than aIl the groups l 

have referred to put together, for it is the great counterweight 

to the PZPR and, unlike the Party, has the real and very devoted 

support of the great majority of the Polish population. 2 

The election of Cardinal Wojtyla as Pope and his successful 

visit to Poland in June 1979 have enormously bolstered the 

self-confidence of the Polish Church and its followers. In the 

meantime it has also become clear to everyone, partly through 

the events preceding and followil1Cj the st:r ikes on the Bal tic 

coast, that after 35 years of PZrH I:ule, it i6 the Church, and 

not the Party, which constitutes the greatest ideological force 

ln Poland . 

Apart from these considerations, the Church, in contrast to the 

other opposition groups, has a U.lJhL and practically invulnerable 

organisational structure.*% The Chnrch has money, manpower and 

buildings at its disposaI, and channels through which information 

can reach a large proportion of the population and ove~ which the 

government has little control.*** 

~ . 
On estimate, roughly 90% of the population regard themselves as 
Catholics. 

~% The apartment of the KSS/KOR leader, Jacek Kuron has been 
searched on several occasions, whereas a police: raid on the 
Episcopal offices remains unthinkable. 

1::t*--Tor example, the pastoral letters which are read from the 
pulpit throughout Poland. 
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The Church has many resources in its battle for the Isoul l of 

Polish youth, including the catechism" a youth movement .(not 

;, formally institutionalised), the 'Life-Light Oases Movement l 

with an estil'llqted 200,000 participants, discussion groups such 

as the KIK (Catholic Intelligentsia Clubs),x and the Catholie 

University of Lublin, already mentioned, at which most of the 

teaching staff are priests. 

The Church:s own view of its role in polish ~ociety (apart 

from preaching the R.C. doctrine) was expressed by Cardinal 

wyszynski,~% who said that though the Chur ch must protect 

fundamental human rights and ensure that social justice prevails c 

it is not caught up in a struggle against the regime. 

The Chur ch as such has always kept sU .. yIJt:ly aloof from the 

";-'LiollS dissident groups and has never puhlicly associat:cd itself 

'ith their acti vi ti es. The same cannot however Le said of 

Individual priests, sorne of whom maintairl close ties witt KSS/KOR, 

ROPCO, the independent farmers' organisations and the UL.~~* 

One reason for this official reserve is that the delicate balance 

~"·tween Church and State rests on the fiction that the Church is 

."il organisation with exclusively rel.igious and ,moral objectives. 

If the Church was openly concerned with politics the balance would 

be llpset and its position harmed. Another reason is the Church's 

fear that if the provocation of the regirne is carried too far,**~~ 

XTh8C2 groups have 2,000 to 2,500 active participants throughout 
the country. The Church provides the meeting places. Party 
members as weIl as dissidents are said to take part in the 

discussions.- KSS/KOR member, Prof. J.J. Lipinski chairs a group 
in Warsaw on Cultyre and History. ' 

~in a sermon in Warsaw on 25 December 1976. 

:%%The decision to make Church buildings available to the UL is 
said to have been taken by Cardinal Wojtyla, now Pope John Paul 
II. 

X%%%The anti-Russian demonstrations staged by the KPN are a case ~n 
point, about which, according to remarks Episcopal Secretary 
Dabrowski is supposed ta have made in Rome in June 1980, the 
Church is' none too pleased. 
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the situation could get out of hand, with the possible 

consequence of armed intervention by the Soviet Union. 
r· 

Such intervention would undoubtedly have serious repercussions 

for the Church's position, which at present"objectively 

speaking, leaves little to be desi~ed. This consideration also 

explains why Cardinal Wyszynski called on the strikers on 26. 

August 1980 - in vain, as it turned out - to rnoderate their 

dernands and return to work. 
!t 

However, that i5 not to say that the Church is not prepared to 

rnake public staternents about specifie evils, and draw the 

government's attention to thern. 

In July 1976 the Primate and Secretary of 'the Polish 

Episcopacy wrote to the government, following the June riats, 

demanding that the authorities respect human rights and enter 

into a real dialogue with the citizenG of Poland, and put an 

end to the repression of the workers.~~ 

In a pastoral letter of 24 April 1977 the bishops denounced the 

'preferential treatment on political grounds' which has resulted 

in good jobs in Poland being dependent on rnernbership of a 

particular political party instead of on aptitude and talent. 

The bishops calle~ it 'a striking example of the exploitation 

of one man by another'. 

The Episcopal communiqué of 29 Febrùary 1980 , which protested 

against enforced mernbership ,of anti-Christian youth organisations, 

hdS already corne. up for discussion .in the section on the SKS • 

.2: ,The Church is also said to have been discreeüy . involved in 
collecting rnoney for the victims of the 1976 and to·have taken a 
consistently positive attitude towards the activities of KOR. 
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The Church has regularly spoken out against abuse of the mass 

media for ideologicai indoctrination.~ Cardinal Wyszynski, 

in a letter to Kakol, former minister for religious affairs, 

~of 10 June 1978, defended t~e activities of the Flying unive~sity~~ 

The Church has also been known to step into the breach for the 

dissidents. An Episcopal communiqué of 8 May this year made an 

urgent appeal ta the government ta refrain, 'in the interests of 

internaI peace', from persecuting people with 'deviant views'. 

It went on 'ta say, 'Holding political prisoners is not in the 

interests of the State'. It should also be mentioned, finallY6 

that the government's economic policy has also come in for 

criticism from the Church on several occasions.~%~ 

It is not surprising therefore that not only dissident groups 

like HOPCO and KPN, which are explicitly Roman Catholic in 

inspü-a t lon, but a Iso KSS/KOR, mos t of whose members have more 

secu)ar leanings, rate the support of the Church in their 

opposition to the regime very highly. In the words of the 

Marxist, Adam Michnjk, the Church ... 'promotes a non-conforll'list 

and dJynified attitude (vis-~-vis the regime) ~nd stimulates the 

struy~le for civjl liberties'.x*** 

XSee for example the pastoral letters of the Episcopacy of 
September 1977 and 21 September 1980. 
KSS/KOR also issued a declaration in July 1979 demanding access 
to the media for non-communist groups, and specifically the 
Church. ' 

%X 

The text of this letter was published in 'Kultura' no. 1-2 
1979 (published in Paris). 

%X% 

In a sermon preached by Cardinal Wyszynski on 25 December 
1976, and in a letter of 2 September 1980 to the 'Chaplains 
of the Workers', 

%%%% 

'The New Evolutionjsm' (Survey, Summer/Fall 1976) 
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VII Opposition within the established order 

An interesting Polish phenomenon, virtually unknown in the rest 

#, of Eastern Europe, is the~ existence of an 'opposition within the 

system', over and above the dissidents. This type of opposition 

is not bound together by any permanent organisations, but rather 

rallies and manifests itself in repction to specifie events or 

problems, and is expressed in diverse ways. 

• 
It is mainly prominent intellectuals - prof essors, 'authors, 

journalists, musicians, members of Catholic lay organisations 
% 

~uch as 'Znak' , the KIK and even members of the PZPR - who 

make up the opposition within the established order. However, 

\10 sharp dividing line can be drawn between them and the 

~issidents and documents produced by this type of opposition often 

,tear the signatures of KSS/KOR, ROPCO and SKS members. 

Tf:~ first~ notable display of opposition within the system came 

i il 1975 in response to proposed consi tutional amendments which 

would llùVO entailed incorporating a clause stating that 'the 

Pelish Ullilcd Workers Parly is the guiding force' in the Polish 

People's Republic, and a passage devoted to Poland's ·indestruct­

able fraternal bonds with the USSR'. Fifty-nine leading 

int~llectuals wrote a letter to the Sejm in protest, urging respec· 

for the rights reaffirmed in the Helsinki Final Act: the right 

to tr~~dom of conscience, freedom of opinion and expressi~n and thE 

righ~ ta work.*~ A few weeks later a second letter, bearing the 

~'Znak (The Sign) is represented in the Sejm, as is the other lay 
organisation, 'Pax', but whereas the former has the confidence 
of the Church, the latter has always worked.closely with the 
regirne~ 'Znak' publishes the weekly, 'Tygodnik .Powszechny',· 
the severest critic of the regime amongst the officially recognisE 
press, whilst 'Pax' publishes the considerably Iess criticar 
'Slowa Powszechne'. 

%%In the light of recent events it is interesting to note that the 
'l~tter of the fifty-nine' said on the point of the right ta 
work: 'For this reason the workers must be given the opportunity 
to elect their representatives, indepeRdently of State and 
Party bodies. Furthermore, the right to strike must be 
guaranteed. ' 
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same message, and this time signed by 101 people, was sent ta 
'. 

the Sejm. The Church, thè editors-in-chief of the three foremost 

R.C. papers and a large number of students joined the protest. 

They had a measureJ1success: the demands of the 'letter of the 

fifty-nine'were' not met, but the offensive passages in the 
~ constitution were duly amended. 

The cvents of June 1976 and their aftermath once again brought 

the internaI opposition up in arms. On 6 January 1977, 172 

leadi!lg aeademics, authors, journalists and artists (including 
. -

sever~l PZPR members) sent an open letter to the Sejm demanding 

a pi'lrliamentary inquiry into police misconduct tm-lards the workers 

sinee June 1976. As with the KOR petitions, the 'letter of the 

172' Eroduced no results . 

.. :':le internaI opposition has aIso given support to dissidents 

on many occasions. When, in May 1977, nine KOR members were 

arrested, seventeen authors and artists publicly appealed to the 

government for their r~]ease. In a chur ch in Warsaw eleven people, 

~tlcluding Bohdan Cywinski, editor-in-chief of the officially 

recognised R.C. periodical 'Znak', went on hunger strike. Tadeusz 

MaIDwiecki, editor of 'Wiez',:a Catholic monthly, acted as 

spokesman for the hunger strikers. The Polish Writers' Association 

telephoned the Central Commit tee of the PZPR to request the . J 

i~~2diate release of KOR member Jan Jozef Lipinski, the literary 
. . ;:;: 

cr.1t~.c. 

% 

The PZPR 
building 
with the 
with the 

;:;: 

became 'the most important political force in the 
of socialism' and the '~ndestructable fraternal bonds 
USSR' had ta give way to 'reinforcing the friendship 
USSR and other socialist states'~ 

The detained KOR 
22 July 1977. 

members were released in an amnesty on 
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Writers have also come out in support of dissidents on m0re 

··~ecent occasions. In the spring of 1980 115 prominent authors 

signed a petition pleading for the release of 'NOWA' director, 

Miroslaw Chojecki. Following a meeting of the Warsaw branch of 

the Writers'Association, a delegation of five writers held talks . 
wiLh the Prosecutor-General whiist one delegate approached 

P~~mier Barbiuch. In consequence of these interventions, and the 

~,..,~tvities.of KSS/KOR and ROPCO (pamphlets and hunger strikes), 

~"d the Church, Chojecki was released on 10 May 1980 • 

~'-:·.l that KSS/KOR has once again become the target of a fierce 

~~opaganda campaign by the regime since the wave of strikes, 

.~~2 organisation is defended not only by the union leader t Walesa, 

.,. )-··~t also by the opposi tion wi thin the system. The communist, 

f'.~:atkows~i, in a speech to the Warsaw branch of the Writers' 

Association, called the atlacks on KSS/KOR 'inadmis~ble and 

disgraceful ' • % 

Opposi tion wi thin the system ha s Crequently come out in favour of 

initiatives almed at destroying the omnipotence of PUWP-dominated 

social organisa tions. In my discussion of the SKS. ~a'i1:-eadY 
mentioned the petition of a number of Catholic intellectuals in 

Cracow in support of the struggle for free student organisations. 

T ~Gve also referred to the role played by opposition within the 

~y5tem in the revival of the Flying University. When in the 

!=:: ;··.-:'ng of 1979 the goverrunent used increasing violence to break 

ô;p TJL lectures, fort y intellectuals sent an open letter of protest 

to P~esident Jablonski. 

One of the targets most fiercly attacked by the opposition within 

the syqtem is censorship, which has been a source of frustration 

to practically aIl authors and journalists: not only Catholic 

~eueZüricher Zeitung, 27.9.1980. 
(Bratkowski was recently electeCl chairrr.an of the Polish Association 

of Journal is ts) ./ 
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It!riters like l~x-Sl.!jlll-ll1ember SLeL..ln Kisielewski, but also 

members of the Polish WriLers' Association have repeatedly 

protested against censorsh,ip.x 

At a meeting of the Warsaw branch of the Association in 

February 1977 various members condemned censorship. During 

the twentieth congress of the Assoçiation, which was held in .. 
Katowice in April 1978, the writers displayed increased 

militance. Of the 12 PZPI~ members who had until then sat on the 

2S-member board of the Association, only 9 were re-elected, and 

the congress even elected three members of staff of the Flying 

University and the editor of the underground paper, 'Zapis~ to 

the board. A harsh attack by Andrzej Braun on censorship was 

warmly applauded, and even the Chairlllan, 1waszkiewicz,complained 

about censorship and the ] illlitl~d opportullities for Polish 

writers lO travel to t1w Wl~St.. WIJen a IIIcmber of the town council 

started criticisjng Braull, llUllIerOIlS writers, including PZPH CC 

membcr, Jel~zy Pulrament., walkcd out. 

The Jalcst congrcss of 11\1' A~;:,(lL·ijJti()lI. which IvilS held on 28 

anJ 2~ Decclllber 1~)fW, ,.,.iIJll':;SL'd il Jllrther strcllgthenlligof the 

non-cùnfonnist trelld iIIllU)}!! 1'()lillll~'S writers. 

S C ver :.J l 1 Il n der g l"L)l1 d ; 1 li t Il 0 r s 1 \-J e rel' 1 L' ete d t 0 the n e \oJ .) 2 - JO e III he! 

board which now jnclllt!C'S ulll}' Il IlIcmbcrs of the PZPR. 

Or.e of the mos1 recent ;11 t;ICI--S on ccnsol'ship came From the newly 

c l
,..- ed Chéiirllian of the Ivrjtcrs' Association, .Jan-Jozef Szczepanski 

li! an interview with the d:ti Iy Zycie I\'arszawy on 2 January 1981. 

S z c z e pan S k j J c f c n ù e cl t ho se \\' h 0 Il \J b J j sile d the i r w 0 r k sun der g r 0 un ci 

in reLent yC<Jrs ("an act 01 COll1l1l0n sense élnd se] f-defence") and 

expressed the hope that the <Juthorities would lose their "fear 

of the word" anù that cu] tura] 1 i fe in )Joland would gradual1y 

return to normal. 

%ln an article entitled 'Against censorship - by legàl means' 
which appeared in the October 1977 issue of the underground paper 
'Zapis' (the article was originally intended for publication in 
'Tygodnik Powszechny', but did not pass the censor), Kisielewski 
describes his 30-year .,.fight in books, articles. and speeches in· 
the Sejm against whaehe co~siderF ~c hE ~l~eg~l censorship •. 

cd 
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;Internal opposition has long focussed its attention on 

the social and economic crisis which has become virtually 

chrQnic in Poland in recent years. At the beginning of 

1978 fourteen former high-ranking party officiaIs, including 
, 

ex-president Edward Ochab, wrote to the party leader, 

Edward Gierek, deploring the absence of any attempt to open 

a dialogue with the people. 'Confidence in the PZPR i5 de­

clining amongst the people,'ran the letter. 'The political 

and economic situation is grave.' This could be attributed 

to the lacK of democratic practice and popular participation. 

They recommended the creation of a number of 'institutions 

of political and economic democracy', and a paring down of 

burea1l:lra~y as a means to bring about internaI democratisation 

of the PZPR. The :r'egime failed to r<!spond. On 20 January 1979 

a Il-lng article bv ~:he poli tical commentator Jerzy Wiatr 

app. lred in -:.hc \~ _ Eicial party weekly, , Poli t}l.ka', making 

reconlTnendati'-\ns along mu ch the saIlle lines as the 'let ter of 

the 14'. 

The article did not bring about any changes, any more than had 

the discussion opened by Polityka's editor-in-chief, PZPR CC 

member Mieczyslaw Rakowski, at the end of 1977, with his 

arguments for decentralisation. 

One of the most interesting phenomena on the Polish political 

scene in recent years has been the political debating club, 

, Doswiadczenie i Przyzlosc' (DiP) {Experience and the Future} 

which has met only once - in November 1978 - but which has 

nonetheless kicked up quite a lot of dust. Sorne hundred prominent 

academics, writers, economists and artists attended the meeting, 

including PZPR members, many intellectuals with no party 

affiliations, and also several well-known Catholic activists. 

The results of the first niP meeting evidently did not meet with 

the approval of the regime, for the follow-up meeting planned 

for January 1979 was banned • 
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This did' not deter the OiP in June 1979 from sending a 

ISO-page report to Party Leader Gierek, Cardinal Wyszynski 
r-

~ 'and a number of other prominent Poles. 

The report criticised the omnipotence of the PZPR, the 

autho-ritarian government, bureaucracy, censorship, the 

government's ineffective economic policy, its arbitrariness, 

privileges, violations of human rights, the ideological dispute~ 

within the .PZPR, sociàl inequality, and the corruption and . 
impoverishment of education and culture. It concluded: 

'The crisis in numerous sectorsof Polish society will lead 

the country irrevocably into the abysse The situation i8 

alarming, and radical political, economic and social reforms 

will have to be effected if a catastrophe is to be avoided. 1 

The regime paid no·heed. A year later, a new document, 

enti tled 'How to ge t ou t of i t? ' appeared. It was based on 

an opinion survey among 151 people (including 51 PZPR members), 

most of whom had taken part in the first niP meeting. 

If anything the second report was cven more sombre about the 

situation in Pol and than the first had been. It proposed 

radical reforms including democralisation within the Communist 

system, appointments to important positions on rotation, 

separation of party and government, the abolition of censorship, 

·.~;,.";n end to aIl discrimination against the Church, a revis ion 

'. (Y~ the criminal code, closer supervision of the police, free 

!.L:':-': ... : unions, worker participation in economic policy-making, 

and fair treatment ofindependent farmers . 

. The second report also fell on dcaf cars. 

No radical changes were discussed at the last PZPR congress in 

February. However, the turbulent summer of 1980 has unequivocally 

proved the OiP group right . 
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VIII Links with opposition movements elsewhere in Eastern Europe 

"A description of the opposition movement in Poland would not 

be complete without an indication of its 'foreign relations', 

an~ more specifically of its contacts with other opposition 

groups in Eastern Europe. 

The Poles' close st links are with dissidents in Czechoslovakiao 

Little or ~othing is known about relations with dissidents in 

other Soviet-bloc countries. In any case, even the contacts 

with the Czechs are far from intensive • 

There are various reasons for this. First of aIl, there are 

strict contraIs on border-traffic in Eastern Europe, even for 

East Europeans, sa that 'undesirable elements· can easily be 

l~fused entry. Evcn letters can be intercepted without much 

ùifficulty. 

:r:-;)ndly, the regimes in question are particularly ill-disposed 

lrds international contacts among dissidents because of the 

\ of 'ideological contamination' 
ï'lK fear of this 'contamination' led Czechoslovakia and the 

GDR to take measures aimed at lilIIiting contacts between Polen 

and their own citizens as mu ch as possible. 

HOVv .. ~ver, probably the most im~)ortant reason Is that the 

opposition movements in the various countries opera te under 

widely divergent circumstances, 50 that apart from joint 
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declarations of principles, mutual assertions of solidar~ty 

~.and exchanges of information, there is little opportunity 

for combined activities. A closer look at the con~acts 

observed to date will confirm this view. 

rn August and September 1978 two me~tings took place between 

~epresentatives of KSS/KOR and Charter 77, on the border 

~ear Karpacz.~ The occasion of the first meeting was the tenth 

anniversary of the invasion of Czechoslowakia by Warsaw-Pact 

troops. A joint declaration was issued testifying allegiance 

to the ideals of the Prague Spring and expressing solidarity 

with human rights campaigners 'in the Soviet Union and elsewhere t • 

The two groups also exchangedinformation and discussed the 

possibility of future cooperation. 

During the second meeting a working party was set up to 

facilitate rapid exchange of information, and a letter of 

invitation was drafted for an international conference of 

dissident groups. It was addressed to dissidents in B~lgaria, 

the GDR, Romahia, Hungary and the Sov ieL Hcpublics of Armen:_a, 

Georgia, Lithuania and the Ukraine . 

(As far as we know, nothing came of this conference). 

\';hen a third meeting was to be held, shortly after the seconde 

the authorities on either side of the border intervened and 

a_~ested the participants. The Poles were released after a 

sh,_,~-t time, but the Czechs were detained. This provoked a 

sf~r':'es of protest letters from KSS/KOR to international human 

rights organisations, the Sejm and the Czechoslovak parliarnent. 

" T;lere is a l-krn-wide zone called the -road of friendship', 
where Czechs and-Poles can meet without having to go through 
the usual border forrnalities. 
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When ten VONSx activists were arrested scarcely a year later, 

KSS/KOR was again up in ~rms, demanding their release in 

several appeals and open letters. A joint hunger strike by 

Polish and Czech dissidents planned to take place in Warsaw 

could not go ahead as the Polish police arrested the Czechs 

and sent them back to Czechoslovakia. A few rronths later, in 

October 1979, KSS/KOR and ROPCO organised another hunger strike 

in protest against the 'imprisonment of human and civil rights 

activists in Czechoslovakia and poland' • 

It was not only the polish dissident groups, but also the 

opposition within the system which stood up for the ten VONS 

me~jers. On 5 July 1979 a group of 317 Catholic intellectuals 

sent an open letter to Cardinal Tomasek, Archbishop of Prague, 

making an urgent appeal to him to help the detainees and care 

for thej.r families. 

'Committee for wrongfully prosecuted people' 

. . '-
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As weIl as these Polish actions on behalf of Czech dissidents 

uhere have also been cases where Czech dissidents have protested 

on behalf of Poles. At the end of January 1979 the VONS issued 

a declaration expressing solidarity with the arrested trade union 

actiVIst, Kazimierz Switon. 

Coverage is regularly given in Polish and Czech underground papers 

to the dissiçent and human rights situations in the other countryn • 

The Polish paper, 'Krytyka' has a Czech, Vaclav Havel, amongst its 

editors. Here again, cooperation is not limited to the dissidents • 

The indcpendent (but legal) Catholic weekly 'Tygodnik Powszechny' 

ran an article on 4 November 1979 by a Czech priest, J.Zverina. 

The article, which discussed the encyclical, 'Redemptor Hominis' 

was not particularly striking in itself, but jts publication was, 

as Fr. Zverina has spent many years in prison j'or 'illegal 

religious activitics' and was one of the firsl signatories of 

Charter 77. 

Contacts between PO,1 i sh and Soviet dissident 1; Ill~O wCi.lker than 

those between Poles and Czechs. Only one meetjng is known to 

have taken place in the past few years between Polish and Soviet 

dissidents. That was in January 1979, when KSS/KOR mel~er Zbigniew 

Romaszewskj had a meeting in Moscow with Andrei Sakharov and 

other mernbers of the 'Committee for the Defence of Human Rights·. 

They are said to have exchanged information about the observance 

and defence of human rights in the two countries and made sorne 

agreements-in-prin~iple about cooperation~~. (Nothing ls known 

about the results, if any, of these agreements). 

~ F . or Instance, 
the second number of 'Krytyka' (Autumn 1978) includes translations 
of various Charter 77 documents. 

~ KSS/KOR oommuniqué, 26.1.'79. 
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Polish and Soviet dissidents have from time to tome sent each 

other messages of solidarity. In 1975 Jacek Kuron and four 

ûthers sent a message of congratulations to Andrei Sacharov 

when he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. In November 1976 

Sach~rov called for solidarity with KOR and cooperation between 

dissidents in Eastern Europe. In May 1978, KSS/KOR, ROPCO and 

SKS activists sent a telegram to Mrs,Orlov, proclaiming 

solidarity with her husband. And finally, a more recent example 

was provided by the messages of support which the Polish trade 

union campaigners received from the Soviet Union
Z . 

There is little to report about Polish dissidents' contacts with 

Hungarians although they seem to be in touch fairly regularly. 

More is known about u ndergro und publications than any other 

aspects of their relations. As has already been mentioned, the 

Hungarian philosopher Miklos Haraszti is one of the editors of 

'Krytyka'. It was announced in 1978 that an anthology of dissident 

literature by the Hungarian samizdat had been published at the 

request of KSS/KOR member Adam 1-1ichnik 1 which was to be 

translated into polish in order to acquaint Polish readers with 

4IP dissident thinking in Hungary . 

• 
% 

16~!,H 110 

Twenty dissidents from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

congratulated union leader Lech Walesa on the 'beginning of 

democratic reforms in Poland which are of great importance for aIl 

socialist countrie~. Even before the Gdansk agreement 10 dissident~ 

in Moscow had sent a message of solidarity to the strikers. 

(NRC/Hanùelsb12,d, 29-9-1980) 
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IX 'l'he re~ime 1 s react ion Lo the opposi L j on 

There is no Jellying that a ccrLIÎIl liber;.tlisation of poJitical 

and social life had taken place in Polahd under Gierek. Long 

~.before the Gdansk agreemept there was a degree of freedom in 

Pol and which could not be found anywhere else in Eastern 

Europe (with the possible exception of Hungary). It 1s this 

relative tolerance which has enabled the Polish opposition 

movement to become the strongest i~ the Soviet bloc. 

A number of factors can be sa id to have contributed to the 

regime's attitude. In the first place, 35 years after the 

Second World War the 'sovietisation' of Poland has still not been 

completed. Owing to the determination with which the patriotic 

and mainly devout Poles have clung to their social and religious 

traditions, - a determination which could only have been over­

come by intimidation which would have been tactically inopportune 

so shortly after the horrors of war - there are still large 

'arcas' of polish society - the religious life, the farming 

c ~ ;~-r:H::'ri t:' an J no W 'S 0 l i Jar j t )" - \" hic h Jo no t fit i n t 0 the Mar xi s t -

Leninist moJel, but which ;lfC nonethcJess officially recognized. 

That is why the dividing line between dissident and officially 

acceptable behaviour is mu ch less sharp in Poland than in the 

rest of Eastern Europe, thereby widening the scope for opposition • 

Secondly, the opposition had never until recently constituted 

a real threat to the regime. ln 1968 the intellectuals stood alone 

as did the workers in 1970. As long as the two groups did not 

cooperate a politically strong opposition was not possible; 

the intellectuals had no power and the workers lacked the 

capacity to use their power in a politically effective manner. 

Only since 1976 has an alliance grown up'between the two, fi~ally 

reaching the point at which the full scope of the threat to the 

regime has now become universally apparent. 
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Thirdly, Poland under Gierek had become economically fairly 

dependent on the West: certainly in the latter half of the 

seventies (the time of the rise of the opposition movement) 

when Pol and needed credits and cereals from the West, the 

regime could not afford to sully its reputation on h~an 
. x 

rights questions. 

AlI that is of course not to say that cons~itutional -

nights are 'properly observed in Poland. It is true that in 

r~c~ntyears there have been no show trials such as those held 

in the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, but the regime's 

treatment of its opponents - particularly the less well-known 

ones - has been far from juste 

First of aIl, in order to intimidate dissidents, the police has 

frequently mëde use of - and abuseù- their authority to carry 

0;1~ house searches, make arrests and question detainees. 

B2tween September 1976 and October 1977 the houses of at least 

318 dissident~ were searched, and about 1,000 dissidents were 

arrested and yuestioned.*x 

One.of the ta~tics most frequently deployed against dissidents 

1s 48-hour detention. As in many other countries, the Polish 

police ar~ empowered to hold people for 48 hours without charging 

them. This statutory regulation i5 regularly abused in Poland 

to prevent people from taking part in activities considered 

undesirable by the regime. In recent years vïctims ofthis abuse 

X 

xx 

Accordin~o KSS/KOR member Professor Kielanowski, fear of 
incur~inwwrath of the U.S. Congress is the mos~, significant 
restrain1ng influence on the regime. (International Herald 

Tribune, 7.7.78). 

source: an article entitled 'Ways to combat opposition in 
poland' by Bogdan Borusewi~ in 'Spotkania', quoted in 
Radio Free Europe research bulletin of 9.2.78. 

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

 - 
PU

B
LI

C
 D

IS
C

LO
SU

R
E

 /
 D

É
C

LA
SS

IF
IÉ

 - 
M

IS
E

 E
N

 L
E

C
T

U
R

E
 P

U
B

LI
Q

U
E



.. • 

• • 

#1 

• 

- 5,~ -

h_ér~e incl uded lecturers of the Flying Uni versi ty and the 

organisers of demonstrations, where the police knew of th~m 

in advance.* 
~, 

The lengths to which the authorities will go to preserve the 

fiction of legality weredemonstrated during the Gdansk 

strikes, when a number of dissidents were picked up: every . 
48 hours they were released, only to be immediately rearrested. 

Fines and s~ort periods of detention for breaking administrative 

rcgülations are sanctions which have also been increasingly 

applied recently against those involved in the organisation 

of llndesirable meetings or demonstration~.*% 

O~~onents whom the regime wants out of the way for a longer 

perind are often the victims of fal~ charges. This weapon 

has ~)een used against trade union campaigners, such as Kazimierz 

~-;.;j_ 1:("1, Edmund ZadrOZyl!~ki and others. 

:=,::..:.. L~::' was accused of .:.!:saul ting four policemen, whilst false 

accusations of theft ~ere used to sentence Zadrozynski to a 

long term of imprisonment~ Before that Switon's sons had spent 

18 m0~~hs in prison, supposedly having been found guilty of 

embez/lement. According to Switon the charges were trumped up 

to put pressure on him. 

In the spring of 1980, 'NOWA director Chojecki \\'as accused of stealing 

a duplicating machine (which had in fact been salvaged from a 

scrap heap) , whilst another underground publisher, T. Michalak, 

was accused of 'preparing the falsification of bank notes.' 

* NOWA director Chojecki estimates 
of one 'day per week in - jail 
than 48 hours in succession. 

that he has spe~t an average 
since 1965, but never more 

*xAfter the memorial demonstration on Il November 1979 in 
Warsaw, the organisers, Czurna and Ziembinski (ROPCO) were 
imprisoned for three months for 'disturbing public order'. 

.. ~ '" ." 
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X 
Trials on purely political charges have not taken place (ps yet) 

~since May 1977, when Il KOR members weresentenced ta Dfteen years O 

imprisonment for 'activities contrary to the interests of the 

state' and 'maintaining contacts with hostile foreign centres'. 
~ (Theywere however released in the amnesty of July 1977). 

In its efforts to 5uppress opposition the regime daes nat only 

have recour~e to legal or quasi-Iegal meanSi the relatively -

innocent but objectionable weapon of slander campaigns is also 

frequently used. For example, the media suggest that there are 

links between opponents of the regime al1d 'West German revanchists 

whilst the Jewish descent and even the atheism (!) of sorne 

KSS/KOR members are readily seized upon in attempts to estrange 

th l f th d . . d ~;et e peop e rom e lSSl ents. 

Expul·- - q fC(Ju1 school or university i5 a favourite mean:; of 

.' - jing i)·:>sure, used particularly against the less well-known 

anü younger opponents of the regime (or their relatives}~x~ 
It is for this reason that older people with an established 

reputation are often the ones in the foreground • 

To deal with the latter category, the regime deploys the 

'passport weapon', for example, various signatories of the TKN 

manifesto, including Professor Kielanowski, are said to have 

been refuse.: pas sports on several occasions_ 

x The charges brought against the seven dissidents who were 

arrested in Septcmber and November 1980 have not been made 

known th us far. 

:t x Recently poli tical elements have again started ta creep in-ta 
the accusations. In the case referred to again~t Czuma and 
Ziembinski, for example, the charges, in addition ta 
'disturbing public order' also included 'openly flaunted 
disrespect for vital national interests.and achEvements'. 

~~~ A little book has recently been circulating amongst ~PR members 
advising thern ta tar certain members of KSSjKOR with the 
b~ of their Jewish descent or past professions of atheism. 
(Neue ZUricher Zeitun~, 27.9.1980). - - , 

~ %~% In Wroclaw in 1979 f~~rt.een 5K~ memoers wez-e susper..ded. for 
~ix months on t-~nmnpn-l1n cnaraes_ 
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Trials on purely political charges have not taken place (~s yet) 

.. since May 1977, when Il KOR members were sentenced ta Dfteen years 0 

imprisonment Îor 'activities contrary to the interests of the 

state' and 'maintaining contacts with hostile foreign centres'. 
~ (Theywere however released in the amnesty of July 1977). 

In its efforts to suppress opposition the regime does not only 

have recour~e to legal or quasi-Iegal means; the relatively -

innocent but objectionable weapon of slander carnpaigns is also 

frequently used. For example, the media suggest that there are 

links between opponents of the regime and 'West German revanchists' 

whilst the Jewish descent and even the atheism (!) of sorne 

KSS/KOR members are readily seized upon in attempts to estrange 

the people from the dissidents.~~ 

--xpulsion from school or uni versi ty is a favouri te mean:; of 

~plying pressure, used particularly against the less well-known 

d f h . ( h' l t· ) x~xx an younger opponents 0 t e reglffie or t e1r re a lves • 

r '. is for this reason that older people wi th an established 

i:-':t-'utation are often the ones in the foregraund • 

Tc deal with the latter category, the regime deploys the 

'pas~port weapon', for example, various signatories of the TKN 

mar.ifesto, including Professor Kielanowski, are said to have 

been refuse,~ passports on several occasions. 

~ The charges brought against the seven dissidents who were 

arrested in Septcmber and November 1980 have not been made 

knowJ1 thus far. 
~ x Recently poli ticai elements have again start~d to creep in-ta 

the accusations. In the case referr6d to aga1n;.t Czuma and 
Ziembinski, for exampIe, the charges, in addition ta 
'disturbing public order' aiso inciuded 'openly fiaunted 
disrespect for vital national interests an~ achEvements'. 

~~x A Iittle book has recentIy been circulating amongst ~PR members 
advising thern to tar certain rnembers af KSS/KOR with the 
bDœili of their Jewish descent or past professions of atheism. 
(Neue Züricher Zei tun~1 27.9.1980) 0 . 

~ 2x2 In Wroèlaw in 1979 four-c.ee:n SK& rnembers were suspenèled for 
six rnonths on trnmnp.rl-un charaes. 
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The regime shows its blackest side in its use of violence against 

dissidents and their supporters. Large-scale violence occurred 

du~ing and after the riots of June 1976. Not only were workers, 

and intellectuals who came to their aid, assaulted by uniformed 

policemen, but"much use was made of agents provocateurs, who 

started fights and then made hospital cases of their victims • . 
This intimidation technique has since become a standard weapon 

against the opposition, from which trade union activists, people 

attending UL lectures and others have suffered on several occasionso 

Sometimes the use of physical violence degenerates into straight­

forward killing or attempted murder. Accordhg to KOR statements 

at least seven of the people arrested after the June riots died 
1 

of injuries received while in police custody during the following 

eighteen months. 

'Accidents' also happen: in May 1977 two KOR members were driven 

off the road by a lorry near Cracow - they maintain on purpOs.e.They 

escaped.with minor injuries~. 

A well-known case is that of the stud0nt and KOR activist, 

Stanislaw pyjas, who was found with a smashed skull in a house in 

Cracow on 7 May 1977. The police attributed his death to a fall 

down stairs, but the nature of his injuries, the fact that he had 

shortly before received anonymous threats, and the fact that he had 

neither friends nor relations in the house where he was found, led 

many people to believe that he had been murdered. 

% UPI, 17.5.1977 
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The last known case of probable political murder concern~d 

"a member of the 'Initiative~comrnittee of the Port Region Free 

Trade Union' Tadeusz Szczepanski, who disappeared on 16 January 

1980 , the day after he was dismissed for taking part in the 

laying of wreaths at the shipyard ~ate in Gdansk on the ninth 

anniversary of the massacre of workers during the 1970 strikes. 

His body was fished out of the river Motlawa a few weeks l~ter 

with head injuries and severed feet. The police broke up.the 
~ funeral ceremony and assaulted the mourners. 

Thus the relatively good reputation of the Polish regime for 

upholding human rights is indeed only very relative. 

~OR communiqués, 13.2.1980 and 25.3.1980 
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X Conclusion 

;, 

Since 1976 the Polish regime has been confronted with an opposition 

n~vement growing rapidly in strcngth and size. 

Until the independent trade unions became the dOŒÜnating factor in the 

struggle for social change the central role in the movement was'played 

by dissident groups such as r
' KSS/KOR,ROPCO and KPN. The ideologies and 

strategies of these groups differ considerably . In very broad terms, 

KSS/KOR is a, social democratic movement, whereas ROPCO and KPN are 

more closely linked to the Roman Catholic and nationalist traditions of 
, 

the Polish people. These differences do not, however, stand in the 

way of cooperation (especially between KSS/KOR and ROPCO) on essential 

points (the defence of hlUTlan and civil rights) ~ 

KSS/KOR is by far the largest and mast important dissident group and 

also the one that presents the greatest threat to the regirne. It 

has attained this position largely through its str~tegy of promoting 

the establishment of independent organizations for the groups who, 

unlike the intellectuals, represent a major for,ce in the country, 

namely the farmers and, even more, the workers. This strategy has 

recently proved very succesful. It is this very alliance between 

workers and intellectuals which has put the regime under greater 

political pressure than ever before. It is no wonder, then, that 

the'regime has mowlted a vehement propaganda attack on dissidents in 

general and on KSS/KOR in particular. Should this prove insufficient 

to break up the links between workers and dissidents (and at present 

it seeTIlS that is will), the authorities rnight attempt to intimidate, 

and if possible eliminate, the dissident movement through a series 

of arrests and trials. 

Leaving apart the question of what would be the reaction of the 

new trade unions to such a strategy, it is highly ,unlikely that it 

would produce the results hoped for. IntellectUal freedom in Poland 

lS nO,longer the privilege of dissidents (in a narrow se~se of the 

. ·,<=,'·,,'-iord). As was shown above, the State has lost its monopoly in important 

. --- dreas - the press, education and social organization - through the 

;;ctions of dissidents, supported by nlIDlerous intellectuals (the 

./ 

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

 - 
PU

B
LI

C
 D

IS
C

LO
SU

R
E

 /
 D

É
C

LA
SS

IF
IÉ

 - 
M

IS
E

 E
N

 L
E

C
T

U
R

E
 P

U
B

LI
Q

U
E




