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Item 1 BRIEFING ON THE CURRENT SITUATION IN AND AROUND POLAND (NR) 

Colonel Nohr briefed the Military Committee. 

The Danish Member provided additional intelligence and 
reported that his nation had increased naval and air surveillance 
in the Baltic and border areas. He said more Danish ships were on their 
way to the waters around BORNHOLM and that all their naval units 
were in a high state of readiness. 

The United States Member said that the Soviets had not increased 
activity along the Polish border. 

The Canadian Member referred to previous briefings by 
the Intelligence Division, IMS wherein the effectiveness and 
reliability of the Polish armed forces, if used in internal security 
tasks, were questioned. He asked for an updated assessment. 

The Briefer replied that two elite units had been employed, 
7th Sea Landing Division and an airborne division from KRAKOW and 
it appeared that the entire operation had been well planned and 
executed but he could not provide a current assessment of reliability. 

The German Member said his intelligence personnel were 
striving to identify the Polish units being used and observing the 
Soviet forces in Poland and there were no indications that Soviet 
forces were involved. 

The Netherlands Member asked if declaring martial law on 
Sunday was advantageous for military as well as political reasons. 

The Chairman said he thought the timing of the declaration 
of martial law was done to reduce conflict with workers, most of 
whom would have been away from work on Saturday night and Sunday. 

The United Kingdom Member said that the raid on the RADOM 
tapes was probably used as a pretext to provide an element of 
legitimacy to the declaration of martial law. He asked SACEUREP 
to provide the views of SACF.UR on the Polish situation. 

SACEUREP said that a similar intelligence briefing had been­
provided at SHAPE that day and the conclusion had been drawn that 
there was insufficient information available for SACEUR to propose 
any measures. He reminded Members that conditions were different 
to those which existed when SACEUR had proposed certain measures 
the previous years. lie said that last year the immediate reaction 
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of the Soviet Unien was uncertain but it did not appear that 
they would now interfere in Poland within a s~ort ,period of 
time. 

The Chairman, in summing up, said that in view of all 
the planning which had taken place in recent months, he was 
sure that both the Military Committee and the Political Authorities 
were ~ell prepared to react appropriately to developments in 
Poland. 

THE COM~ITTEE TOOK NOTE. 
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