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PARTY FIRST SECRETARY ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE CONGRESS, THUS
ENSURING HIM GREATER AUTHORITY TO SHAPE THE SUBSEQUENT PROC-
EEDINGS, FAILED WHEN DELEGATES VOTED BY A NARROW MARGIN

TO DELAY THE ELECTION UNTIL AFTER THAT CF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE, N TAKING TH!S DECISION DEILEGATES MAY HAVE BEEN
MOTIVATED LARGELY BY A DETERMINATION NOT TG BE MANIPULATED,
THE F.iRST SECRETARY WIiLL BE ELECTED DIRECTLY BY THE WHOLE
BoDY :OF DELEGATES, THERE ARE TO BE AT LEAST TWO OTHER
CANDIDATES FOR THE POST £S WELL AS KANIA., SEVEN NOMINATIONS
HAVE SO FAR REEN RECEIVED INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES FROM
BOTH WINGS OF THE PARTY. 5gmkﬁ‘STlLL SEEMS MOST LIKELY TO

BE ELECTED, BUT EVENTS DURIHG THE CONGRESS COULD WEAKEN HiS
POSITION, FOR INSTANCE, A LETTER FROM GOMULKA, NOT SO

FAR AUTHENTICATED, 1S -CIRCULATING AMONG DELEGATES; THIS

IMPLICATES KANTA iN THE DECISION TO USE FORCE -

AGAINST STRIKERS IN 1970, :

5, THE DELEGATES ALSO DECIDED 70 HEAR AND DEBATE A REPORT
ON THE WORK OF THE GRABSK!I COMMISSION WHICH HAS BEEN
INVESTIGATING THE MISTAKES "AND ABUSES OF THE FORMER LLEADER-
SHIP. THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP HAD BEEN HOPING TO AVOLD T0O
MUCH DEBATE ON THIS 18SSUE, BOTH TO FOCUS ATTENTICON ON
PRESENT AND FUTURE PROBLEMS AND BECAUSE THEY WERE THEM-
SELVES HEAVILY ITHVGLVED WITH THE PREVIOUS LEADERSHIP AND
THELR POLICIES, THE CONGRESS DECIDED TO EXPEL GIEREX AND A
NUMBER OF HIS ASSOCIATES FROM THE PARTY.

6, THE QUTCOME CF THE CONGRESS REMAINS DIFFICULT TO FORESEE,
THE DELEGATES ARE CLEARLY iN A MOCD TO HAVE THEiR SAY AND
MAKE THEUR OWN DECISIONS, THE DEBATES ARE HEATED AND
THE BACK-STAGE PCLITICAL ACTIVITY INTENSE. ALTHOUGH DEEPLY
DISTURBING 7O ORTHODOX COMMUNISTS THIS PROCESS MAY HELP TO
CONVIRCE VHE POLISH PEOPLE THAT THE CONGRESS 1§ TAKIRG
PLACE TN A DEMCCRATIC MANNER AND 15 NOT BEING STAGE~MANAGED
BY PARTY BUREAUCKATS, THE LEADERSHIP MUST HOPE THAT IN THE
END THE RADICALS ON FEITHER WING WILL CANCEL EACH OTHER OUT
ANDT THE CONGRESS Wikl FINALLY OPT FOR THE CENTRIST LINE
SET QUY 'R THE MAIN PEPORT.
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