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Item 1 PRELIMINARY MILITARY ADVICE (NR) 

The Chairman reported to the Committee the results of 
a reoent meeting of the Permansnt Reprsssntativss and ths 
reaotion of the Seoretary General to the Military Committee 
memorandum(l) whioh provided Military Committee advioe on the 
measures whioh SACEUR had proposed, and further advised on the 
situation in Eastern Europe. 

The Committee diocussed at length the role of the 
Military Committee as the principal oource of military advice 
to the North Atlantic Council and the Defence Planning Committee, 
and emphaoised the importance of enouring that MNCo were provided 
with timely politioal guidance in timso of tenoion. With that 
objective in view, the Chairman undertook to approaoh the 
Seoretary General with the requeot that the Military Committee 
memorandum(l} be formally conoidered by Permanent Repreoentatives. 

Continuing, the Chairman said that he thought it 
probable that a oonsensus would be obtained for the first three 
of SACEUR's measures, i.e. those relating to intelligence 
gathering activities. However, he thought that further 
amplifioation would be required on the tasks and readiness 
of the Standing Naval Force Atlantio and the Standing Naval 
For_oe Channel, and that oimilar amplification would be needed on 
those of SACEUR's measures whioh related to the availability of 
an-AWACS Foroe and his requested measures on Air Defence. 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED to instruct the International 
Military Staff to prepare further papers on both of theoe 
subjects, and in these papersl 

To delete from the paper on Standing Naval 
Forces, any reference to the Standing Naval 
Foroe Channel. 

To consider separately the deployment of 
AWACS aircraft for intelligence gathering 
and SACEUR's recommended measure on Air 
Defenoe readiness. 

(1) MCM-EXD-84-80, 4 Dec 80 (NS) 
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In the subsequent discussions on the content of the 
papers to be produced. the Military Committee offered guidance 
to the International Military Staff on the retention of the 
Standing Naval Force Atlantic as a force in being; on the 
importance of an AVACS Force for intelligence collecting 
purposes should the situation in Eastern Europe deteriorate 
further. and on the necessity for a deeper study of the 
Air Defence measures requested by SACEUR. 

In summing uP. the Chairman said that the papers(l) 
requested by the Military Committee would be prepared by the 
International Military Staff and would be distributed to 
Military Repreeentatives by 1300 hours. Saturday. 6 December 
1980. Military Representatives undertook to examine the papers 
and to forward their comments to the Secretary. IMB by 0900 hours 
on Monday. 8 December 1980. 

THE COMMITTEE TOOK NOTE. 

(1) Enclosure to IMS'oiM-S)tD .... 288-80. 6 Dec 80 (NS) 
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