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NE COLLOWING 1S AN ASSESSMERT BY JIG - (P

1, idz SITUATION IN POLAND IS SUPERFICIALLY CALM BUT
UNDEELYING TERSIONS REMAIN,

2. VTHEREZ WAS NO SERIOUS TROUBLE CVER THE CHRISTMAS
FoR10L DESPITE £COD SHORTAGES. SUPRLIES WERE IMPROVED
SOHEWHAT IN THE PRE-HOLIDAY PERIOD AND MEAT RATIOMING
was INTRODUCED IN SCME AREAS TO ENSURE A FAIRER DIST-
RIZUTION, THERE WERE TwC LOCAL PROTEST STRIKES BUT
THESE WERE SETTLED FAIRLY QUICKLY WITH SOME CONCESSIONS
OVed SQUPPLIES. SHORTACES ARE HOWEVER EXPECTED TO GET
WORSE OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEXS AND COULD LEAD TO
SERIOUS THROUELE. PATIONING GF CERTAIN FOODS IS TO BE
INTIODUCED I FEBRUARY BUT THE FORM AND SCOPE OF THIS
(S STILL THE SUBJECT OF DeBATE,

e THE UNITED PEASANTSs PARTY (Z2SL) HELD 1TS CONGRESS

FROM 13 TO i5 DECEMZEER. ALTHCUGH THIS DID NOT PRODUCE
ANY DRAMATIC DEVELQPMENTS THE ZSL IS CLEARLY IHTENT

O ADCPTING A MORE DISTINCT LINE OF ITS OWN WHILE
MATHTAINING ITS TRADITIONAL CO-GPERATION WITH THE

PUWP (COMMUNIST PARTY). CONE OF ITS AIM5 1S TC ENSURE

A HIGHER PRIORITY FOR AGRICULTURE aNd MAKE 1T MORE
PROFITABLE. THERE ARE LIMITS HOWEVER TO HOW FAR 4T .
CAN GO 1 REPRESENTING THE |NTERISTS OF PRIVATE FARMERS
VIS=A=Vi{S THZ REGIME, A NATICHAL CONGRESS OF "RURAL
SCLLIDARNCSC”, WHICH DOES AIM TO HEPRESENT PRIVATE
FARMERS It A GENUINELY INDEPENLENT MANNER, WAS HELD

O 14 DECEMBER., THE ORGANISATICN CLAIMS QVER HALF A .
MILLION MEMBEARS (OQUT OF MORE THAN A MILLION PRIVATE :
FARMERS). THOUGH THIS MAY WELL BE AN EXAGGERATION.

THE UNIQHRS DEMAND FOR REGISTRATION WAS TO BE HEARD

BY THE SUPHEME CDURT ON 30 DECEMBER, HAVING BEEN
REJECTEL BY A LOWER COURT CH THE GROUNDS THAT PRIVATE
FARMERS ARE HOT MENFLOYEES™ AND THEREFQRE DO NOT

QUALIFY TO FORM A TRADE UNION, HOWEVER THE SUPREME
-COURT POSTPONED A& DECISION, OSTENIIBLY TC ALLOW TIME
FOR INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS TC BE TRANSLATED INTO
POLISH. NO NEW DATE HAS BEEH FIXED FCR THE HEARING.
2,000 FARMERS DEMONSTRATED CUTSIDE THE COURTRGOM.

THE REGIME IS IN SOMETHING OF A DILEMMA: IT CaN ILL .
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AFFORD TO ALIENATE Vot FARMERS AT A TIME OF FOOD -
SHORTAGES, BUT IT MUST ALSC BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE
RCACTIONS QF ITS ALLIES TO ANY FURTHER CONCESSIONS.

— he THE FREEZ TRADE UNION CRGANISATION SOLIDARNOSC

. HAS TAKEN ACTION IN A BUMEER OF CONTEKTIOUS AREAS..
ITS CCOMMITTER FOR THE RELEASE CF FOLITICAL DETAINEES
A3 18SUED AN APPEAL FOR THo RELEASE OF 7 DISSIDENTS:
BUT THE APPEAL WAS NOT BACKED UF BY ANY THREATS.
SCLLIDARNOSC HAS ALSO REJECTED GOVERNMENT PRCPOSALS
FOf THE INTRODUCTICN OF 2 FREE SATURDAYS PER MONTH
NEXT YEAR AS A STEP TOWARDS ACHIEVEMENT OF A 5~DAY-
WEEK QYER A PERIOD OF 5 YEARS., THE GOVERKMENT HAS
ABANDONED EARLIER PLANS = whiCH ARCUSED WIDESPREAD
OPPCSITION = TO COMPENSATE FOR FREE SATURDAYS BY
LENGTHENING THE WORKING DAY, SOLIDARNOSC MAINTAIN
THAT THE GDANSK AGREEMENT STIPULATES THE INTRODUCTION
CF A FiVE-DAY WELK WITHOUT COMPENSATING ARRAHGEMENTS.
IT DCES NOT HOWEVER SPECIFY A TIME~SCALE FOR IMPLEMENTATION,
THE UNION HAS CALLED FOR HEGOTIATIONS WITH THE
GOYERNMENT, AHND THE DISPUTE IS LIKELY TO BE ACRIMONIQUS
AHD PROTRACTED. THE [MMEDIATE INTROGDUCTION OF A S<DAY.
WEEK THROUGHCUT THEZ ECONOHMY WOULD SERICUSLY AFFECT
CUTPUT, EXPORTS AND MARKET SUPPLIES,

5. RELATIONS BETwWEEN CHURCH LEADERS AND SECTIONS OF
THE DISSIDERT MOVEMENT ARE STRAINED, THE WORKER=S
SELF-GEFENCE COMMITTEE (KOR) HAS PHROTESTED AT THE
CHURCH SPOKESHMAN®S ALLEGATIONS THAT 1T iS !RRESPOHSIBLE,
SOME LLEMENTS IH THE CHURCH ARE ALSO DISSATISFIED
WITH ITS CURRENT OFFICIAL LINE, wHICH THEY SEE AS
LEANING TOO FAR IN FAVOUR OF THE REGIME., A CHURCH
SPOKESMAN HAS SINCE STATED THAT IT WOULD CONTINUE 7O
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RELEASE OF POLLITICAL
DETAINEES, KANIA HAS MADE HIS SHARPEST ATTACK ON KOR
TC DATE, ALLEGING THAT TS MEMBERS "PROCLAIM OPINIONS
WHiCh NOT ONLY DO NOT SERVE STABILiSATION BUT ARE
DIRECTED AGAINST THE FUNDAMENTAL INTERESTS OF SOCIALIST
POLAND”, ONE DISSIDENT CLAIMED DURING A VISIT TO
LONDON THAT THE AUTHORITIES WERE PLANNING TO ACT
AGAINST DISSIDENTS OVER THE HOLIDAY PERIOD,

NOTHING HAS HAPPENED SO FAR, BUT THE REGIME ARE
PROBABLY UNDER CONSIDERABLY PRESSURE FROM MOSCOW TO
DO SOMETHING OF THIS KIiIND, ARRESTS WOULD ALMOST
CERTAINLY LEAD TO PROTEST ACTION BY SOLIDARNOSC, -

.6, POLISH FOREIGN MINISTER CZYREK VISITED MOSCOW ON
25-26 DECEMBER AND WAS RECEIVED BY BREZHNEV., THE -
VISIT MAY HAVE BEEN USED BY THE RUSSIANS TO REMIND
THE POLES OF THE COMMITMENTS THEY MADE AT THE WARSAW
PACT SUMMIT AND TO SEEK A REPORT ON PROGRESS MADE,
BREZHNEV IS REPORTED IN THE SOVIET PRESS TO HAVE
WISHED THE POLES SUCCESS IN "RAPIDLY” OVERCOMING
THE DIFFICULTIES ”ON THE PATH OF SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT", - -
WHICH SUGGESTS THAT SOME FAIRLY SWIFT ACTION IS
REQUIRED, DEPUTY PREMIER JAGIELSK! IS CURRENTLY
IN MOSCOW FOR,ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS. PRAVDA ON 26
DECEMBER PUBLISHED 1TSS FIRST ARTICLE FOR SOME TIME
ON TRADE UNIONS, A RATHER LAME DEFENCE OF THE ROLE
OF TRADE UNIONS IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY, WHILE ASSERTING
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THAT THERE COULD BE NO RIG!ID PATTERN FOR TRADE UNION
ACTIVITIES IN.SOCIALIST COUNTRIES BECAUSE OF DIFFER-
ENCES IN PRACTICAL CONDITIONS AND THE STAGE OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCT!ION REACHED, THE ARTICLE ALSO CLAIMED THAT

(N 4 SOCIALIST SOCIETY THERE ARE NO SOCIAL GROUNDS FOR
OOL 1 TICAL CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TRADE UNICNS AND

THE STATE: TRADE UNIONS HAD NO NEED TO STRIKE TO

DEFEND WORKERS® INTERESTS: STRIKES PLAYED INTO THE

HANDS OF ANTI-SOCIALIST ELEMENTS: DEMOCRATIC QENTRALJSM
JAS AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE IN TRADE UNIOK STRUCTURE

AND ACTIVITIES: AND IN SCCIALIST COUNTRIES TRADE

UKTONS "ALWAYS"Y WORKED UNoER TdHE GUIDANCE OF COMMUNIST
PARTIES, ALL THIS UNDERLINES THE DEEP DISTASTE THE
RUSSIANS FEEL FOR TRADE UNICN DEVELOPMENTS IH POLAND,
BUT DOES NOT MAKE T CLEAR HOwW MUCH DEVIATION FROM '
THE IDEAL 1S TOLERABLE TO MOSCOwW. OTHER SOVIET (AND
POLISH) COMMENT COMTINUES TO ALLEGE THAT THE WEST IS
TRYING TO SUBVERT POLAND AND DRIVE WEDGES BETWEEN IT

AND TS ALLIES, AND TO USE POLAND AS A PRETEXYT TO
UNDERMINE DETENTE AND STEP UP THE ARMS RACE, THE

PETROV ARTICLE IN PRAVDA ON 18 DECEMBER WENT SOMEWHAT
SEYGND THIS FORMULA, WITH A REFERENCE TO THE POSSIBILITY
OF AHARCKY AND CHACS i

.'\

1 POLAND AND CLEAR OVERTONES
OF THE BREZHNEV DOCTRINE,

7. THE POLISH LEADERSHI® WILL BE RELIEVED IF THE

HSLIDAY SEASOH PASSES WITHOUT TROUBLE. HOWEVER, FOOD
SUPPLIES ARE EXPECTED TO DITERICRATE FURTHER, THE END
OF THE YEAR MARKS THE DEADUINE FQRIMPLEMENTION OF

MANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE GDANSK AGREEMENT, AND
SGL I DARNOSCRS MOROTORIUM ON STRIKES EXPIRES N

41 D~JANUARY. IN ADDITION THE REGIME MUST SOONER OR
LATER MAKE A NUMBER OF UNPALATABLE AND POTENTIALLY
TROUBLESOME DECISIONS; ON ACTION AGAIXNST DISSIDENTS,
ON THE FARMERS, ON THE NEW TRADE UN!ON AND CENSOR~
SHiE LAWS, OW PRICES, WORKING HOURS AND OTHER ECONOMIC
MATTERS, AND ON PREPARATIONS FUR THE PARTY CONGRESS
SCHEDULED FOR THE END OF MARCH, 1IN ALL THESE T MUST
TRY TO ZECENCIL CCHELICTINDG I1RTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
PRESSURES, ALTIHOUGH SOVIET FRTESYENTION LOES NOT APPEAR
IMMINEST, SGVIET FORCES REMAIN 1% A& HIGH STATE OF
PREPAREDNESS, | ' '
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