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~iï1E SITUA T j ON 1 N POLAN]) 1 S SUPERF 1 CI ALL 'f CALM BUT 
U~0~nLYING TEGSlO~S RE~AIN. 
20 TrlERE WAS NO SERIOUS TROUBLE OVER THE CHRISTMAS 

-k: i~ 10 D DESP 1 TE FOOD SHO R TAGES. SUP~ LIES \'JE RE 1 MP RO VED 
30r'it';iHAT IN THE PRE-HOliDAY PERIOI) AND f·1EAï RATIONING 
WAS !NTRODUCED IN SO~E AREAS TO ENSURE A FAIRER DIST~ 
RI~UTION. THERE WERE TiO LOCAL PROTEST STRIKES BUT 
TH~SE WERE SETTLED FAIRLY QUICKLY WITH SOME CONCESSIONS 
QI/ER SUPPL! ES •. , ~HORT;).GES ARE hOWEVER EXPECTED Ta GET 
~ORSE OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS AND COULD LEAD Ta 
~;:r.1 GUS TROUbLE. f~A TI or·; i I·,e. G~ CERT!, 1 N Foons 1 S TO BE 
INT~ODUCED I~ FEBRUARY BUT THE FORM AND SCOPE OF THIS 
lS STILL· lHE SUBJECT CF DEB~TE& 
_~HE UN 1 YED P EASA:r~·s:?. PARTY t ZSl) HELD 1 TS CONGRESS 

FROH 13 TO 15 DECH1!3ER. ALTHCUGd THiS D!D NOT PRODUCE 
;;'~·l,( DRAi':ATIC DEVELOPHENTS THE ZSL IS CL.EARLY INTENT 
ON j, DO? Tl N G !~ 1':0 RED 1 ST 1 NeT l. 1 NE 0 F 1 TS 0 ~,'N \-iH 1 LE 
MAINTAINING ITS TRADiTIO~AL CO-OPERATION WITH THE .. 
P!f\':P (co~;!·:uriIST PARTY). ONE OF iTS AI~iS 15 TO ENSURE 
A HI GHER PR IOR 1 TY fOR AGH 1 CULnHE .41~:J t4J\:\t 1 T j-:Of"Œ 
PKOFITI\ilLE. THE?E ARE Llt"ITS H0\iEVER TO HOvl FAR iT 
CAN GO IN REPRESENTING THE INT[i~EST~ OF PRIVATE FARHERS 
VIS -A-\/'S TH';: "r:.'''I/.1r: '~IA-'C?"'" !""O~!""E~S OF "~U-RAL l ,_ 1-< ... \::1 _ •• <;... • 1-\ ,~ 1 l , •• , L .... ".j ~( v H 1 

S0LIDARNCSC", \-;HICH DOES AIt-'; TO HEPRESENT PRIVATE 
FARMERS iH A GENUINELY I~PEPEWD~NT MANNER, WAS HELD 
o!~ l l } DECEI-1BER 4 THE Oi?G)\lnS/~Tlor~ CLAII'ÎS OVE~ HALF A 
MILLION M[MB~RS (OUT OF MORE THA~ A MILLION PRIVATE 
FARMERS). THOUGH THIS MAY WELL BE AN EXAGGERATION. 
fhE UNIOU~~S Dai:,r~D FOR REGISTRÀTlorJ WAS TO BE HEARD 
DY THE SUPREME COURT ON 30 DECE~3ER, HAVING BEEN 
REJECTED BY ALC~ER ~OURT CN THE GROUNDS TH AT PRIVATE 
Fjd~i'E::RS t\RE NOT "EnpL.OYEES" AND THEREFORE DO NOT 
QUALIFY TO FORl-1 A TRADE UNION. HOWEVEP. THE 5U?REME 

·COURT POSTPONED A GECISION, OSïEi~.~i5LY TO AI.LO~1 TIME 
FeR iNTERN;"iTIONAL CO~;:';ECTIOI~S TO BE TRMiSL.:\TED INTO 
POl!SH. NO NEW DATE HhS BEEN FlXED FOR THE HEARING. 
2,000 FAR!·~ERS DEi·1Oi-:STR,~TED OUTSIDE THE COURTROO~1. 
THE REGlt·lE 15 IN SO,'iETHING OF A DILEHfvlA: IT CAN ILl,. 
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AFFORD TO ALIENATE THE FARMERS AT A TIME OF FOOD 
SHORTAGE3, BUT IT I·IUST ALSO 3E CONCE?~~ED ABOUT THF. 
REACT! ON S OF 1 TS ALLI. ES ïO AN y FU ;rrH ER ÇO ~'IC ESS iONS .. 
h. THE FREE TRADE UNION ORGANISATION SOllDARNOSC 
HAS TAKEN fICTION IN J\ f-)U1·!BE~ OF CONTEtJTJOUS J\RE"S.i~ 
1 TS COt·H'i i TrEt: FOR THE RH.E,\3E CF FOl.! Ti CAL DETA 1 NEES 
Hi~3 13SUED AN APPEAL. FOr; n;:.: RELEi\SC OF 7 Di.3S 1 DENTS: 
BUT THE APPEAL WAS NOT BACKED UP EV ANY THREATS. 
SOLIDARNOSC HAS AlSO REJECTED GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS 
FOR THE !NTRODUCTION OF 2 FREE SATURDAYS PER MONTH 
NEXT YEAR AS A STE? TOWARD3 ACHIEVEMENT OF A 5-DAY­
WEEK OVER A PERIOD OF 5 VEADS. THE GOVERNMENT' HAS 
ARAN DON ED EARL! ER PLAt~S - WH: Cri ARCUS ED W 1 DI;SPREAD 
OPPOSITION - TO COMPENSATE FOR FREE SATURDAYS BV 
LE~GTHENING THE wORKING DAY. SOlIDAR~OSC MAINTAINS 
THAT THE GDANSK AGRE[MENT'STIPULATES THE INTRODUCTION 
OF A FiVE-DAY WEEK WITHOUT CCMPENSATING ARRANGEMENTS. 
IT DOES NOT HOWEVER SPECIFY A TIVE-SCALE FOR IMPLEMENTATION. 
THE UNION HAS CALLED FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
GOVERNI'lENT, AND THE DISPUTE IS LIKELY TO BE ACRINONIO'US 
AfiD PROiRACTED. ïHE IMt"1ED!J~TE 1~·nRODUCTION OF A 5-DA.V. 
WEEK THROUGHCUT THE ECONOMY WOULD SERIOUSLY AFFECT 
OUTPUT, EXPORTS AND MARKET SUPPLIES. 

_.3.~-RUATiOi~S BET'v:EEr-l CHURCH LEADERS AND SECTIOUS OF 
THE DISSIDENT r'~OVE~jENT ARE STR/'INED,. THE i'::ORXER~'l:S 
Î'[-l~ r'E""-lIr<E C~""1IT"'~r ('/')R' "'S nr· ... Tr:·~Tr·D '-<0 "t'lE .J: r - li .t" ,'. l'i V' , U 1\ i' . 1 r:::. \ 1'.' ) 11 i~ 1" r (0 • .::..;) t:. t~ l,t . 

CHURCH SPOK ESI'~Mi$'-~S t.LLEG.\ TI ON S THAT 'T i S f HR ESPOfJS 1 BLE. 
SOME ELEMENTS IN THE CHURCH ARE ALSO DISSATISFIED 
WITH 1T5 CURRENT OFFICIAL' LINE, WHICH THEY SEE AS 
LEANING TOO FAR IN FAVOUR OF THE REGIME. A CHURCH 
SPOKESMAN HAS SINCE STATED THAT IT WOULD CONTINUE TO 
CAMPA!GN FOR HUMAN qlGHTS AND THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL 
DETAINEES o KANIA HAS MADE HIS SHARPEST ATTACK ON KOR 
Ta DATE, ALLEGING THAT Ils MEMBERS "PROCLAIM OPINIONS 
WhlCH ~~OT ONLY DO NOT SERVE STABILiSATION BUT ARE 
DIRECTED AGAINST THE FUNDAMENTAL INTERESTS OF SOCIALIST 
POLAND". ONE DISSIDENT CLAI~1ED DURING A VISIT Ta 
LONDON THAT THE AUTHORITIES WERE PLANNING TO ACT 
AGAI~ST DISSIDENTS OVER THE HOLIDAY PERIOD. 
NOTH 19 NG H,\S HAPPENED 50 FAR, BUT THE REG 1 ~"E ARE 
PROBABLY UNDER CONSIDERABLY PRESSURE FROM MOSCOW TO 
DO SOMETHING OF THIS KIND. ARRESTS WOULD ALMOST 
CERTAINLY LEAD TO PROTEST ACTION BY SOLIDARNOSC • 

. __ 6. POLISH FOREIGN MINISTER CZYREK VISITED MOSCOW ON 
25-26 DECEMBER AND WAS RECEIVED BY BREZHNEV. THE 
VISIT MAY HAVE BEEN USED BY THE RUSSIANS TO REMIND 
THE POLES OF THE COMMITMENTS THEY MADE AT THE WARSAW 
PACT SUMMIT AND TO SEEK A REPORT ON PROGRESS MADE. 
bRElHNEV IS REPORTED IN THE SOVIET PRESS TO HAVE 
WISHED THE POLES SUCCESS IN "RAPIDLY" OVERCOMING 
THE DIFFICULTIES "ON THE PATH OF SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT"," 
WHICH SUGGESTS THAT SOME FAIRLY SWIFT ACTION IS 
REQUIRED. DEPUTY PREMIER JAGIELSKI IS CÜRRENTLY 
IN MOSCOW FOR.ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS. PRAVDA ON 26 
DECEMBER PUBl.'ISHED ITS FIRST ARTICLE FOR SOME TlME 
ON TRADE UNIONS, A RATHER LAME DEFENCE OF THE ROLE 
OF TRADE UNIONS IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY. WHILE ASSERTING 
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lS(SO)I09 NAT 0- 3- CON F l TI E N T l A 1 ------------------------------------
THAT THERE COULD BE NO RIGID PATTERN FOR TRADE UNION 
ACTIVITIES IN.SOCIALIST COUNTRIES BECAUSE OF DIFFER­
ENCES I~ PRACTICAL CONDITIONS AND THE STAGE OF SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION REACHED, THE ARTICLE ALSO CLAIMED THAT 

. IN A SOCIALIST SOCIETY THERE ARE NO SOCIAL GROUNDS FOR 
POLITICAL CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TRADE UNIONS AND 
TriE STATE. TRADE UNIONS HAD NO NEED TO STRIKE TO 
DEFEND WORKERSR INTERESTS: STRIKES PLAYED INTO THE 
HANDS OF ANTI-SOCIALIST ELEMENTS: DEMOCRATIC CEN:rRAL.lSM 
\'/AS AN Ir,',PORT~.NT PRINCIPL~ IN TRADE UNION STRUèTUP.E : 
AND ACTIVITIES: AND IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES TRADE 
UNIONS "AL\,/AYS" \<,'ORKED UÎ~~Et< TriE GUIDANCE OF COiviHUNIST 
PARTIES. ALL THIS UNDERLINES THE DEEP DISTASTE THE 
RUSSIANS FEEL FOR TRADE UNICN DEVELOPMENTS IH POLAND, 
BUT DOES NOT MAKE IT CLEAR HOW MUCH DEVIATION FROM 
THE IDEAL IS TOLERABLE TO MOSCOW. OTHER SOVIET (AND 
POL 1 SH) COf'<lÎ"lENT CONï i NUES TO ALLEGE THAT THE \·!EST 1 S 
TRVING TO sua VERT POLAND AND DRIVE WEDGES BETWEEN IT 
AND ITS ALLIES, AND TO USE POLAND AS A PRETEXT TO 
UNDERMINE DETENTE AND STEP UP THE ARMS RACE. THE 

... PETROV ;\RTICLE IN PRAVDA ON 18 DECEMBER y/ENT S'Ot<lE\I!HAT 
~ 3EVOND TH 1 S FORHUL;~, \~I TH A REFERENC(: TO .THE POSS 1 Bill TV 
_ or .à.IIARCHY ANi) CI~·\OS : N POLAND AND CLEAR OVERTONES 
- OF THE BREZHNEV DûCTR 1 ~·JEo 

7. THE POLI~H LEADERSHIP WilL BE RELIEVED IF THE 
. -h:) LI DA Y S E:~ sa N PASS E S \~ 1 TrirUT TROUBLE c HO~(4EVER, FOC D 

SUPPLIES ARE EXPECTED TO DCTERIORATE FURTHER, THE END 
OF THE Y E J\ R />'i A R K S TriE DEA D LI NEF C R H~ P L H1 E N T ION 0 F 
MANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE GDANSK AGREEMENT, AND 
SOLI~ARNOSCftS MOROTORIUM ON STRIKES EXPIRES IN 
hID-JANUARY. IN ADDITION THE REGIME MUST SOONER OR 
LA~SR MAKE A Nu~aER OF UNP~LATAaLE AND POTENTIALLY 
TRQU5LESOME DECISIONS; ON ~CTION AGAINST DISS!DENTS, 
ON THE FARMERS, ON THE NEW TRADE UNION AND CENSOR-
$:-iIP LAW::>, Oi'~ PRieES, \·iOi<f~iNG :WURS Id-lD OTHER ECONOMie 
~ATTERS, AND ON PREPARATIO~S FOR THE PARTY CONGRESS e SC~EDULED FOR THE END OF ~,;Af(Cri. 1 ;\. ALL THESE 1 T 1-".UST 
Fi'!' TQ r:f..CC~~CIL CC1~FLICT!:iLl l:iTES::';/~L MJI.: !.:XTE~~.AL 

_ p :~ E S SU.:: ES. AL T li 0 U G H S ü VIE T 1 rH t: ;:; li :: N ï 1 C \' ~ r; 0 ES hOT A. P P E A R 
_ IH,··q NE:;,. 1 sav 1 ET FORCES REt-iA 1 N I:~ A ri 1 GH STATE OF 

PRE?AREDNESS. . 
BT 
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