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ANY OTHER BUSINESS (NU) 

A. OPTIONS FOR NATO MILITARY MEASURES WHICH MAY BE 
CONSIDERED WHEN WARNING BAS BEEN RF.CEIVED OF 
IMMINENT SOVIET INTERVENTION IN POLAND. OR THE 
FACT OF INTERVENTION BECOMES APPARENT eNS) 

The German Member drew attention to a recently agreed Military 
Committee Memorandum(2) to which, he pointed out, his Authorities had 
reluctantly agreed. He said that whilst the new text of paragraph 2 of 
the Memorandum provided that the application of the Alert System was not 
intended for the Military Measures described in the paper, nevertheless 
both the Matrix and the Annex of the paper were in conflict with the 
language used in paragraph 2. He also pointed out that the footnote to 
~he Matrix, on page 4 of the Memorandum, could be seen only in the 
context of an application of the Alert System and was therefore 
inappropriate in that form to the document. 

(1) MC 117/1(Final), 23 May 73 
(2) MCM-EKD-86-80, 17 Dec 80 (NS) 
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The German Member explained that his Authorities were concerned 
to ensure that the content and use of the Alert System was confined 
strictly to the purpose for which it was created, i.e. as an instrument 
of the Major NATO Commanders in the event of a direct threat to NATO. 
The Alert System, he emphasised, enabled them to act without delay, in 
a purposeful manner and without leaving any doubt as to its implementation; 
in that way the NATO Forces would be able to establish their defence 
readiness in accordance with the situation. He stressed that neither 
these conditions nor the purposes for which the Alert System was designed 
existed at this stage. 

Finally, the German Member pointed out that the precautionary 
measures which had already been conceded to SACEUR had not been transferred 
within the framework of the Alert System. This had been made clear to 
SACEUR by the German Minister of Defence at the meeting of the Defence 
Planning Committee on 10 December 1980, and he understood that SHAPE vas 
dealing with the implementation of the measures on that basis. For all 
thsse reasons, the German Member urged that a Corrigendum to the 
document(l) be prepared in accordance with the views of his Authorities(2). 

In the subsequent discussion of the German Member's proposal, 
it was pointed out that the document(l) had already been placed before 
Ambassadors, principally as an expression of Military r.ommittee advice, 
for discussion should a deterioration in the situation in Poland warrant 
it, where the advice would be fully discussed by the Political Authorities 
before implementation. In these circumstances, some Members took the view 
that a Corrigendum would be both undesirable ann unnecessary. Finally, 
it was·.agreed that a Staff level meeting would be convened to consider 
the proposal of the German Member. 

THE COMMITTEE TOOK NOTE. 

MCM-EKD-86-80, 17 Dec 80 
Subsequently withdrawn by 
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