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A TNETPOLiISH FREE TRADE UNION ORGANISATION 50L1DARNOSC

S

WAS LEGALLY REGISTERED ON 10 NOVEMBER ON TERMS ACCEPTED
BY THE UNION AND THE POLISH LEADERSHIP, THE SITUATION
THUS CREATED 1S WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN A COMMUNIST STATE.
A RATIONWIDE STRIKE IN POLAND HAS BEEN AVERTED AND

FENS [ON HAS EASED SOMEWHAT FOR THE MOMENT, HOWEVER THE
COUNTRY®S CRITICAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND LONGER-TERM
SOLITICAL PROBLEMS REMAIN UNRESOLVEL.

D BE MO LEGAL OBJECTICN TO THE STATUTES PUT FORWARD
gguggL?gkRgOSC AND THAT THE PROVINCIAL COURT HAD EXCEDED
B POWERS IN AMENDING THEM, SOLIDARNOSC OFFERCD DURIHG
THE PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT TO ADD AN
T R Y0 THE STATUTES CONSISTING OF THE FIRST PART ( Ik
e BGLITICAL UNDERTAKINGS) OF THE GDANSK AGREEMENT AND
MO 1LO CONVENTIONS (WHICH DEAL wiTH THE RIGHT 10
OHGANTSE AND WITH COLLECTIVE BARGAINING), SOLIDARNOSC
SURTHER STATED IN COURT THAT THE PROVISION IN THE _
CLATUTES FOR STRIKES IN THE EVENT OF “OPPRESSIVE AC
2GAINST THADE UNION LEADERS WOULD ONLY APPLY 1F )
SENCTIONS WERE TAKEN AGiINST SUCH LEADERS IN COMNECTO
A h THEIR TKADE UNION ACTIVITIES. (THE PROVISIONS ON
STRIKES wILL IN ANY CASE BE SUPEKSEDED BY THE .
DEGV IS 1ONS OF THE NEW TRADE UNION LAW WHEN [T COMES INTO
FORCE.) THE SUPREME COURT THEN DECLAKED SOLIDARNOSC A
LEGAL RODY ON THIS BASIS, SOLIDARNOSC THUS ACHIEVED ITS
AIM OF KEEP!NG RLFERENCES TO THE LEADING ROLE OF THE
PARTY CUT OF 175 STATUTES, AND IN ADDITION GAINED
REFERENCES TO THE ILO CONVENTIONS WHICH SHOULD HELP TO

[l

o. THE SUPREME COURT RULED ON 10 NGVEMBER THAT THERE i

e

STRENGTHEN- 1TSS HAND it KEUATIONS WITH THE AUTHORITIES,
THE AGREEMENT KEACHED OM THE STATUTES 1S ESSENTIALLY
THE SAME AS THAT OFFERED BY SOLIDARNCSC THREE YEEKS AGO.
ALTHOUGH THE WORDING OF THE STATUTES 1S LIKELY TO HAVE
LITTLE DIRECT RELEVANCE TO THE PRACTICAL OPERATION OF
SOL I DARNOSC, .THE CONFRONTATION WAS A TRIAL OF STRENGTH

wiTH THE REGIME FROM wHICH THE UNION CLEARLY EMERGED THE
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3 THF COURT HEARING wAS PRECEDED EY A WEEKEND OF
FSYCHOLEGGICAL PRESSURE WHICH MAY HAVE BLEN AIMED

INCLUDED A SERIES OF TOUGH SPEECHES AND ARTICLES

WARNING OF THE DANGERS OF POLITICAL PRESSURE AND STRIKES
BY THL UNIONS: REPORTS OF SOVIET-POLISH JOINT EXERCISES
ot CH MUST HAVE BEEN OF A VERY LCw LEVEL NATURE) AKD
THE SCREENIRG GF A TELEVISION FILM PURKPORTING TO SHQOW
CUCKH EXERCISES ( THOUGH THE FILM WAS CLEAKLY NOT
RECENT): AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE ENTKY OF WESTERN
JOURNAL ISTS (WHICH WERE LIFTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE
COURT HEAKING), IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE AUTHORITIES

1

HOPEL UNTIL THE LAST MOMENT THAT THE UNION wOULD wWELKEN
UNDEF ALL THIS PRESSURE, BUT THAT ONCE T BECAME CLESR
THAT THE STRIKES wOULD GO AHEAD [F THE COUKT DECISIOHN
WERE UNFAVOURABLE TC SOLIDARNOSC THE RECIME Sab NO
ALTERNATIVE BUT TC MAKE 4 CONCESSiON QVER THY STATUTES.
L, t1i DECIDING TO CONCEDE, THE REGIME MUST HAVE FELT
TH/T THE THREATENED STRIKES REFRESENTED & GFEATER
DANGER TO POLAND THAN ANY ALTERNATIVE. THE MQOD OF THE
COUNTKY WAS ONE OF TENSION AND PESSIMISM, THE SUPPLY
SITUATION (S GETTING STEADILY wORSE ANL IS BEING
AGGRAVATED BY HOARDING. THERE ARE SHOKTAGES NOT ONLY
OF MEAT BUT OF STAPLES SUCH AS BREAD, PCTATOES, SUGAR
ARD FATS, AND THERE ARE PROBLEMS WiTH HEATING IN SOME
PLACES. THE KEGIME MAY HAVE FELT THAT IF THE SELECTIVE
STRIKES WENT AHECAD THEY COULD GET OQuT OFHAND,
CSCALATING INTO A GENERAL STRIKE, WHICH wOULD HAVE TO
BE BROKEN, OR SPILLING CVER INTO STRELT DEMONSTRATIONS,
wWHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE SUPPRESSED. THLD DECISION WILL
ALSO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY INDICATIONS OF THE SOVIET
ATTITUDE. _ e . .
L ATTHOUGSHTTHE PCCTSH LEADERS HAVE FOR THE MOMENT
m e L NGE - NATIONWIDE STRIKES AND THEIR

TVERTLL THE DANGER OF NATIONW AN LA HIGH
UNFORSEEABLE CONSEGUENCES THEY HAVE HAD TO PiY PR
DR ICFE Ih TERMS. OF PRESTIGE AND CRELIBILITY, THE

Wi AKNESS ViS=A-V1S THE WORKERS HAD BEEN CLEARLY

£ 2 AU corol INERS |N SOL I DARNOSC
LEMONSTRATED AGAIN, THE HARD=LINERS 1IN SO e
MiY HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED TO PRESS FOR FERTHER USE O
THE UNICN®S POWER, ALTHCUGH WALESA CLEARLY FEELS

THAT THE UN!ON SHOULD NOw PUT ITS ENERGIES INTO
HELP | NG KESTORE THE ECONCMY. LDESPITE SCVIET OFFERS

OF A HARD CURREMNCY LOAN FOR GRAIN PUKCHASES AND

EXTRA DELIVERIES OF FOOD AND CONSUMER GOODS, THE
MARKET SITUATION SEEMS CERTAIN TO DETERICRATE HE
FUKTHER. ALTHOUGH THE RUSSIANS MAY HAVE ACCEPTED’ E
NEED FOR KANIA TO MAKE CONCESSIONS OVER THE.STﬁTbTE
OF SOLIDARNOSC, THEY ARE LIKELY T5 BE DISPLEASED

SY 1S MISSUDGEMENT OF THE ATTITUDE OF SOLIDARNOSC
GND H1S MISHANDL ING OF THE 1SSUEs THEIR CONFIDENCE

IN HIM WILL NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN WEAKENED.
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PARTICULARLY AT THE MILITANT WING OF: SOLIDARNGSC. IT o
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