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_-;~~~E ,~OLiSH ~REE TRADE. UNION ORGANISATION SOLIDARNOSC (p~\; ~~~ ~~GALLY REGISTERED ON 10 NOVEMBER ON TERMS ACC~PTED ~I < 

~y THE UNION AND THE POLISH LEADERSHIP. THE SiTUATION 
• iHUS CREATED 15 'HITHOUT PRECEDE.NT IN A COMt'1UNIST STATE. 

A NATIONWIDE STRIKE. IN POLAND HAS BEEN AVERTED AND 
• f(t\iS ION HAS E.ASt.D SOMEwHAT FOR THE ~O~'IENT. HO'wEVER THE 

COLJNTRY'S CR 1 T 1 CAL ECONOt~ 1 C PROBLH1S AND LONGER-TERM 
~OLITICAL PROBLEMS REMAIN UNRESOLVED. 

-' _._ 2. THE SUPRE.ME COURT RULED ON 10. ~.OVE~~E.R.T~~T.T.HERE . _______ , ___ -.---,., .. n--

._ ...... -". êÔlJL-DiÊ-··NO·-Li~·GAC· .. bB~IEêYf6f>.;- T-O' TH't StAtUTE.S PUT F~R\~ARD 
BY SOLIDARNOSC AND THAT THE PROVINCIAL COURT HAD E~CEDED 
iTS PO~ERS IN AMENDING THEM. SOLIDARNOSC OFFERED DURiNG 
THE PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT TO ADD AN 

'. -. .. ~ 

/I.Î\! N E X E TOT H EST AT U T E. S CON SIS TIN G 0 F THE F 1 R S T P A ~ T (I.E. 
Ti1t POL 1 TI CAL UNDERTAK 1 NGS) OF THE GDANSK AGRE.EMEIH AND 
nlO 'ILO CONVENTIONS (WHICH DEAL vdTH THE RIGHT TO 
ORGA~ISE AND wlTH COLLECTIVE BARGAINING). SOLIDARNOSC 
FURTHER STATED IN COU-RT THAT THE. PROVISION IN T~E 

~ STATUTES FOR STf<IKES IN THE EVENT OF l'OPPRESSIV.E ACTION" 

l , 

\ 

~ AGAINST TRADE UNION LEADERS WOULD OhLY APPLY IF 
SANCTIONS WERE. TAKEN AGAINST SUCH LEADERS IN CONNECTION 

• 'rdTH THEIR TRADE UNION ACTIVITIES. (THE PROVISIONS ON 
STRIKES WILL IN ANY CASE BE SUPERSEDED EY THE 

t ' . 

PROVISIONS OF THE NE~ TRADE UNION LAW ~HEN IT COMES INrO 
FORCE.) THE SUPREME COURT THEN DECLARED SOLIDARNOSC A 
LEGAL BODY ON THIS BASIS. SOLIDARNOSC TH US ACHIEVED ITS ~ 
AtM OF KEEP!NG RlFERENCES TO THE. LEADING ROLE OF THE 1 

PARTY eUT OF Ils ~TATUTES, AND IN ADDITION GAINED i 
REF[RlNC~S TO THE ILO CO~VENTIO~S WHICH SHOULD HELP TO ! 

--... -- .--. --- -'ST H E'~(;'T H 6;· ", 1'5- -HÂ' ND --1-r~RË-{i-T-" 6 r~ s . W'IT'H'--T'H~' --ALli HOR TTïES'·:~'~---------f -.. 
THE hGREEME.NT REACHED ON THE STATUTES 1 S ESSUH 1 ALLY t. 

THE SAr-1E AS THAï OFFERED BY SOL 1 DARNOSC THREE V/i:"EKS AGO. '>. , 

~THOuGH THE WORDING OF THE STATUTES IS LIKELY TO HAVE 
LITTLE DIRECT RELEV~NCE TO THE PRACTICAL OPERATION OF ~ 
SOLIDAR~OSC, .THE CO~FRONTATION ~AS A TRIAL OF STRENGTH ~; 
YI i TH THE REG t ME FR 0 1'-~ wH 1 CH THE UNION CL E A R L Y H1 ERG E. D THE' ; • 

' .. __ .. _. ___ -~-LP-l Nf.B-L. ____ ~--- , ________ ._,_ .. __________ .. ___ ~_b..~~ 
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.3,,_.lH.f COURT HEAR trJG wAS PRECEDED bY A ~EEKlND OF 
F sye ri 0 L cr G 1 CAL PRE S SUR E wH 1 CH )'1/, Y H Â V E B [U~ ~ 1 M [ D 

'PARTICULARLY AT THE MILITANT \d~;G OF! SOLIDARNG~-. IT 
I~CLUDED A SERIES OF TOUGH SPEECHES AND ARTICLES 
WARNING OF THE DANGERS OF POLIT/CAL PRESSURE AND STEIKES 
BY THE UNIONS: REPORTS OF SOVIET-DCl/S!! JOINT (XERCISES 
( .. :'IIC!1 :,;UST H,':"v'E BEEr~ OF A vERY LÜv. LEVEl 1,,/\TURl) AhD 
T~l SCREE~ING OF h TELEVIS'O~ FILM PURPO~TI~G TO SHOW 
SUCH lXERC 1 SES ( ï!iOUGH THE FILM \oAS CLEARL y NOT 
RECENT): AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE ENTRY OF WESTERN 
JOURNALISTS (~HICH ~ERE LIFTED /MMEDIATELY ArTER THE 
COURT HEARING). /T SEEi"1S LIKELY THAT THE AuTHCJRITIES '-_." .. - _.~ ._---_ .. _~._.- -'- -~ .. __ .. _-- ---......... - , .. _----------_._ ... _._.----- ........ ~._-.;...~ ...... ',--.~.--_.- -------_:.,'.-

HOPED UNTIL THE LAST MOMENT THAT THE UNION WOULD WEhKEN 
UNDER ALL THIS PRESSURE, BUT THAT ONCE IT BEChME CLE!R 
THhT THE STRIKES ~OULD GO AHEAD IF THl COU~T DECISION 
wEEE 'Jr,FAVOURABLE TO SOLIDAF.NOSC THE r(EGlf-ÎE SA\' .. NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO MAKE A CONCESSiON OVER THE STATUTES. 

_~-.!...!i.DECiDING TO CONCEDE, THE REGjf~E i""UST Ht.,VE FELT 
111/;T TH!::. THREATENED STR IKES REPRtSUi"rED A GFEATER 
D~NGE~ TO POLAND THAN ANY ALTERNATIVE. THE MOOD OF THE 
COUNTRY ~AS ONE OF TENSION AND PESSIMISM. THE SUPPLY 
SITUATIOf'/ iS GETTING STEADILY 'r,ORSE. A~l' IS bE.lNG 
.\GGRAVATED BY HOARDING. THERE ARE 5HO~ThGES NOT ONLY 
Or:- MEAT BUT OF STAPlES SUCH /.S BREA!)~ POT/IlOES, SUGAR 
AND FATS, AND THERE ARE PROBLEMS ~ITH HEATING IN SOME 
PLACES. THE REGIME MAY HAVE FlLT THAT IF THE SELECTIVE 
5TRIKES WlNT AHEAD THEY COULD GET OUT OFHAND~ 
~SCALATING INTO A GENERAL STRIKE, ~HICH ~OULD HAVE TO 
i1E BROI',EN s OR SPILLING OVER I~~TO STREe:T f)U~Or~5TRATIONS, 
\f.t: 1 CHi.;) U L D H p, V E T 0 B E S U P P rH: S S E D • TH [ DE C 1 SIl) fil W 1 L L 
ALSO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED SY INDICATIONS OF THE SOVIET 
ATTITUDE. ., , 

.. ---,- -,. ;----ALfHOU~H-THE PCCf5R" LEADERS HAVE FOR THE ~~or-1f:~jT 
---·-:;~lRITL\.THE. DANGER QF ~jt-TI~t\!wIDE. S~RiK~,S AND THUR 

Lil'. FOR::' E E AB L E. CON SEC U [ NeE S 1 H E. Y ~ ~ V t. H ~ 1J ~ 0 p ~ y A . H 1 G H 
p;!CE IN TERMSOf pnESTIGE AND ~RE~~~!~IIY~ ,HEIR 
LÇ'K'wc~~ ViS-A-VIS THE ~ORKERS HAD Btt~ CL~ARLY 
.-r~,'" ..... ,;,).,,).. . I~' C:OL 1 DAR~Josr DU>1QNSTRATED AGA 1 N~ THE. HARD-L 1 NU.;~ "Ii v . 'v 

M~Y HAV[ BEEN ENCOURAGED TO PRESS ~ORrF~RTH~R USE OF 
THE UNION',S POwER; ALTHOUGH ylALESA C~i:./q,LY FEELS 
THAT THE UN!O~ SHOUlD NOW PuT ITS E~tRGIES INTO 
HELPING RESTORE THf lCONOMY. DESPITE SOVIET 9FFERS 
OF A HARD CURRE~CY LOAN FOR GkAIN PURCrlASES AND 
EXTRA DELIVERIES OF FOOD AND CO~SUMER ~OODS, THE 
MARKET SITUATION SEEMS CERTAIN 10 D~T~RIORATE 
FURTH~R. ALTHOUGH THE RUSSI~NS MAY HA~l ACCEPTED ,THE 
NEED FOR KANIA TO MAKE CONCESSlONS 9VER TH~ ,STATUTES 
OF SOLIDARNOSC, THEY ARE L}KE.LY TOJ>E DISPLEA5ED 
SY HIS MISJUDGEMENT OF THE ATTITUDE OF SOLI~A~~OSC 
MiD Hl S 1,11 SHANDL 1 i'lG OF THE 1 SSUE: TriEl!; CONF IDENCE 
IN HlM wILL NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN WEAKENED. 
Bi 

NAT 0 CON F I_E_~_E_.!_~_~_!:,_._ rrhis docurr.ent consists ------------------ of t",o pages. 
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