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At today'’s private neeting of the North &tlantie
Council, Ambassador Ignatieﬂf agked the Unﬁted states
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transfer of control to NATO of Berlin Military Oparatiﬁwav—j~ 1972
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STATEMENT MADE TC NAC CI GCTGRER 12, 1¢32, 3Y THE U, S.

ACTIPG PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE IN CCMMENTING ON QJUESTIONS

REGARDING TER TRANSFER OF CONTROL TC NATC CF BERLIHN

MILITARY CPERATICNS (PERSONAL STATEMENT BASZED CN INSTRUCTICNS)

The tripartite paper did not intend that control would pass
to HATO automatically when the Boviets resist a probe or use iforce
Ber_se. The intention as I understand it, was rather to establish
the principle that, in crder to avoid premature political escalation
control should be passed to NATO when it is clearly established
that the Soviets are cetermined to use force in Bblocking access
and 2 decision is made to reinforce with intent to expand the
action on the ground. This transfer would probavly have to take

place in Phase III, although it is obviously impossible to forecast

precisely the circumstances in which it should occur. Fox pessible

action in more remote 2read,. €.g8. naval mezsures, we believe that
the. concept behind the passage of contrcl to NATC shculd rest on
the criterion of the actiom reaching that level of intensity of

conflict which reguires involvement of the entire Alliance

military power.
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