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In decidin2 \iliat con~rihution they c0uld make to a 

NATO mili t3.ry build-u}), t'-.1e l<ri tish Govel'nnent have naturally 

been bound to keep in minj two important considerations -

first, their commitments in the Middle East, the Far East and 

elsewhere, and secondly, the United Kingdom balance of 

payments positiono l thin};: the Council will recognise that 

the proposed United Kingiom contribution? which l am about to 

describe, represents a r3al effort and especially so if due 

account is taken of these two factors. In particular, l 

think the Council will recognise the force of Sir Paul Mason's 

assurance, when he SpOkE: on the balance of payments position 

on July 24, that the Br~tish Government were determined that 

that position should do nothing to weaken NATO's defenceso 

2. The British Government have decided that they would be 

prepared to brine; the ir forces in GermanJT up ta a l1igher 

state of operational readiness and strength by taking the 

fOllowing measures:-

(a) by sending t) Germany one SAGW regiment 

folloYled b;y two I,J\.A regiments; 

(b) by retaining in Germany for the time being 

the three fighter squadrons which, 2S the NATO 

Council hE.S been informed, if/ere to have been 

VIi thdrawn a-~ the end of this year; 

(c) by su_ppleJ!le'1ting the fighter strength of these 

sque.drons by sending additional Javelin fighter 

aircraft te Germany; 
ICd) 
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In decidin2 \iliat con~rihution they c0uld make to a 

NATO mili t3.ry build-u}J, t".1e l<ri tish Govel'nnent have naturally 

been bound to keep in minj two important considerations -

first, their commitments in the Middle East, the Far East and 

elsewhere, and secondly, the United Kingdom balance of 

payments positiono I thin};: the Council will recognise that 

the proposed United Kingiom contribution? which I am about to 

describe, represents a r3al effort and especially so if due 

account is taken of these two factors. In particular, I 

think the Council will recognise the force of Sir Paul Mason's 

assurance, when he SPOkE: on the balance of payments position 

on July 24, that the Br~tish Government were determined that 

that position should do nothing to weaken NATO's defences. 

2. The British Government have decided that they would be 

prepared to bring the ir forces in GermanJT up to a higher 

state of operational readiness and strength by taking the 

following measures:-

(a) by sending t) Germany one SAGW regiment 

folloYled b;y two I,J\.A regiments; 

(b) by retaining in Germany for the time being 

the three fighter squadrons which, 2S the NATO 

Council hE,S been informed, were to have been 

VIi thdrawn a-~ the end of this year; 

(c) by sU.lJpleEle'1ting the fighter strength of these 

sque.drons by sending additional Javelin fighter 

aircraft tc Germany; 
I(d) 
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(d) b~T earmarking in Î~ht; United J-:ingdom Cl 

sctu["i.dron of' Canberr(\ recormo.iss&nce aircraft 

in support of SACI:UT~ if required; 

( e) by formins as pap1 (,1' the strategic reserve 

a divis ion in the 02" i ted Kin[.dom~ j_ncluding 

armour 9 which caYl bE: held availoble os 

reinforcement for o~r forces in Germany. 

3, Our nuclear strategie borrbers 9 which constitute a 

formidable backing to the shie Id forces of the Alliance, \>vill 

be held at an appropriate st~t~ of readinesse 

40 In the event of an emerge~cy the necessary reservists 

could be quickly called up and sent to GerPlanyo Plans exist 

for this purpose, including mo-)ilization plans, should the 

situation reQuire ito Her lIa,jesty' s Government stand ready 

to use their constitutional pOlTers to caJ.l U}) a Quarter of 

a million of trained men and tCl ernbody the territorial armyo 

As Her Hajesty's Government Yaye already indicated? 

Parliament would be recalled if necessDryo 

50 No formaI announcement \'iil1 be made of these plans until 

the necessary executive action has been taken in the 

United Kingdomo l~ach step i'vill then be announced st the 

appropriate timeo 

6" Hay l emphasise this last point? There is to be no 

announcement of the programme a3 a whole o The full 

programme will only become know1 over a period as each 

successive step is taken. My <mthori ties attach the highest 

importance to this 9 from the j)o:~nt of vier: of the impact of 

these measures on both sides of the Iron Curtain. It follows 

that any premature disclosure of the information wlüch 1 

/have 

SECRET ... -...."... ........ -=-----

D
E
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D
 
-
 
P
U
B
L
I
C
 
D
I
S
C
L
O
S
U
R
E
 
/
 
D
É
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
É
 
-
 
M
I
S
E
 
E
N
 
L
E
C
T
U
R
E
 
P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E

SECRE'l' "" .... =-- .... ~_._":O 

(d) b~T earmarking in ,~ht; United J-:ingdom n 

sctu["-l.dron of' Canberr(\ recormo.iss&nce aircraft 

in support of SACI:UT~ if required; 

( e) by forminG as pa1'1 c-f the strategic reserve 

a di vis ion in the 02" i ted Kin[.dom~ j_ncluding 

armour, which can bE: held availoble os 

reinforcement for o~r forces in Germany. 

3. Our nuclear strategic borrbers, which constitute a 

formidable backing to the shie ld forces of the Alliance, \>vill 

be held at an appropriate st~t~ of readinessc 

40 In the event of an emerge~cy the necessary reservists 

could be quickly called up and sent to GerPlanyo Plans exist 

for this purpose, including mo-)ilization plans, should the 

situation require ito Her lIa,jesty's Government stand ready 

to use their constitutional pOlTers to caJ.l U}) a Quarter of 

a million of trained men and te) embody the territorial army 0 

As Her Hajesty's Government Yaye already indicated? 

Parliament would be recalled if' necessDryo 

50 No formal announcement \'iil1 be made of these plans until 

the necessary executive action has been taken in the 

United Kingdomo l~ach step i'vill then be announced at the 

appropriate timeD 

6" Hay I emphasise this last point? There is to be no 

announcement of the programme a3 a whole o The full 

programme will only become know1 over a period as each 

successive step is taken. Ny "mthori ties attach the highest 

importance to this, from the j)o:~nt of vier: of the impact of 

these measures on both sides of the Iron Curtain. It follows 

that any premature disclosure of the information V!J~ich I 

/have 
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have given to the Council ;:/::.lUld 1,8 acutely en!l!~}.r·rassinG end 

l must [isl~ th:ü it oe trcé.,tad 9 at thi3 stQ["S9 83 highly 

confidential. 

Uni ted Kingdom Delegatitm '~o NATO 9 

?rSIS. 

August 9, 1961 

AlI NATO Delegations 

standing Group Represer..té.ti ve 

Secretary-General's Offiee (12) 
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have given to the Council ;:/::.lUld 1,8 acutely en!l!~}.r·rassinG end 

I must [isl~ th:::ct it be trcc.,tad 9 at this StQC'S9 8S highly 

confidential. 

Uni ted Kingdom Delegati.1ID '~o NATO 9 

?rSIS. 

August 9, 1961 

All NATO Delegations 

standing Group Represer..tc.ti ve 

Secretary-GeneralIs Offiee (12) 
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11.~. 11111 tan lf.aRre. (*) 

(1) Sad to a.mUT l SAR I.ctaeat tollo .... 'bT 2 
LAA I.gtm.n t •• 

(2) R.ta1D tor "lM b.1q' 3 J'1p"er Squadl'Oa. lD 
Gerausy. 

(3) Se. addltiODal Jaftlla t1p".Z'8 ~ OenaIV

(4) Banark a .,Uaboll ot Canberra noollllai •• an •• 
airoraft- tor SACBUR lD u.~. 

(5) Fon .. pu", ot .ua_p. r •• erTe ln tJ .~. a 
dl ria10D lnoludlnc araoUZ' tor r.latoro.ont ot 
BAOR. 

(6) Hold. Duol.ar .uat.po boaber. ai appropriat • 
• "at. ot r.ad1n •••. 

Pl ... Gi.t tor Mll-up aa4 .ucUns to 0eraalQ' ot 
ne •••• ar,y r ••• rY1st •• 

:a.a4y tG u •• power. ta o&ll-up approlÜllata17 250 ,000 
men and embody Teni torlal Àl'II7. 

(*) Co .. n:a1qu' par 1. D'l'cation Erita.:lmi,ue à 1. 
eu1t. d. la RfQD10n du Con •• ll 1. 8 aott. 
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11. ~_ 11111 tan lfeawre. (*) 

(1) Sad to aemUT 1 SA.lectaeat tol10 .... 'bT 2 
tAl legtmen t •• 

(2) R.ta1D tor "1M be1q' 3 J'i8h"er Squadl'O •• lli 
Gerausy. 

(3) Se_ additional Jaftll. t1p".Z'8 ~ OemaIV. 

(4) Banaark a .,UMroIl ot Canbena noollllai •• an.e 
air.ratt· tor SACBUR 111 u.~. 

(5) Pon .. put ot .tra_po r •• ern 11l tJ .~_ a 
dl naton lnoludlnc araoUZ' tor r.1atoro.ollt ot 
lAO!. 

(6) Hold. nuolear .uat.po boaber. at appropriate 
."at. ot r.ad1n •••. 

Pl ... ed.t tor Mll-up aa4 .nding to 0eraalQ' ot 
ne ••• ear" re •• rY1st •• 

ieMy to u •• power. to 0&11-up a.pproz.1llata17 250 ,000 
men and embody Teni torlal .A.rIt7. 

(*) Co .. n:a1qu' par 1. D.1 .. tion Erita.:lmi,ue to 1. 
au1t. 4. 1& !fQD1on 4u Con •• l1 1. 8 actt. 
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No. 1 

U.K. Mi1i·~·y Measures (*) 

(1) Send to Germany l SAOW Regiment fo1lowed by 2 
LAA Begimen ts. 

(2) Retain for time bein~: 3 Fighter Squadrons in 
Germany. 

(3) Sand additiona1 Javelin fighters to Germany. 

(4) Earmark a squadron of C :mberra reoonnaissanoe 
aircraft· for SACEUR in "J.K. 

8 aodt 1961-
TOP SECBET. 

(5) Form as part of strate~Lo reserve in U.K. a 
division inoluding armour for reinforoement of 
BAOR. 

(6) Rold nuolear strategi(} hombers at appropriate 
state of readiness. 

Plans exist for oal1-up anè. sending to Germany of 
neoessary reservists. 

Ready to use powers to oall-up approximately 250,000 
men and embody Territorial ~. 

Programme to be exeouted ani lnnounoed stage by stage. 

Communiqud par la Ddldga-:iion Britannique à la 
suite de la Rdunion du Censei1 le 8 aodt. 
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U.K. Mi1i·~·y Measures (*) 

(1) Send to Germany 1 SAClW Regiment followed by 2 
LAA Regiments. 

(2) Retain for time bein~: 3 Fighter Squadrons in 
Germany. 

(3) Send additional Javelin fighters to Germany. 

(4) Earmark a squadron of C :mberra reoonnaissanoe 
aircraft· for SAOEUR in "J.K. 

8 aodt 1961-
TOP SEOBET. 

(5) Form as part of strate~Lo reserve in U.K. a 
division inoluding armour for reinforoement of 
BAOR. 

(6) Hold nuolear strategi(} hombers at appropriate 
state of readiness. 

Plans exist for oal1-up anc. sending to Germany of 
neoessary reservists. 

Ready to use powers to oall-up approximately 250,000 
men and embody Territorial ~. 

Programme to be exeouted ani lnnounoed stage by stage. 

Oommuniqud par 1a Dd1dga-:iion Bri tannique A 1a 
suite de 1a Rdunion du Ocnsei1 Ie 8 aodt. 


