
DELEGATION OF" CANAOA • 
TO THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL , 

,--_.~ 

Dear Lord Coleridge, 

2.5 
DÉLÉGATION OU CANAOA 

AU CONSEIL DE (ATLANTIQUE-NORD 

October l, 1962. 

.~ SEGiŒT 

This letter will confirm that, in the restricted 
session of the Council on September 27, l raised the follow
ing points about Berlin Contingency Planning. 

First, the Canadian authorities ',lish to have a good 
deal more information about diplomatie measures which the 
three pOi'lers would undertake in parallel l1ith IILive ~ale'' 
plam1ing. Some of the questions thev have in mind under 
this headin?: are these: 

At 'I;lhat stage Hill the United I\'ations be consulted, 
bearing in mind that the General Assembly may \'1el1 
be sitting at the time of a Berlin crisis? 

t-hat will the Uest do if the USSn. brings Berlin to 
the United Hat.ions first? 

Ehat are the specifie plans for keepin~ open channels 
of communication to the Soviet Government at aIl 
stages of a Berlin crisis? 

Uhat would NA'fO t s reaction be to the signing of a 
separate peace treaty and its possible consequences? 

Uhile the Canadian Delegation iVould support those "Iho 
have asked in Council to be kept informed on aIl aspects of 
tripartite planning on a prompt and regulétr basis, 'ive believe 
that these CJ.l1estions should be discussed in Council nO'\.'l vlithout 
vlaiting for the four pm/ers to agree to anSl"/ers among themselves. 

The Canadian authorities are still concerned about the 
dangers of Soviet miscalculation because ~Jestern responses may 
not be readily identifiable as related directly to access to 

Lord Coleridge, 
~xecutive Secretary, 

international Secretariat, 
NATO. 
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Berlin. Even in phases l and II of the so-called I1prcferred 
sequence", some of the responses envisaged - particularly 
those relating to alert measures and economic and maritliûe 
countermeasures - are capable of misinterpretation unless 
their intention is spelled out directly to the Soviet Union. 
(This is another instance i;Jhere the Canadian concern about 
parallel diplomatie measures is directly relevai1.t). 

On the military aspects of contingency planning, the 
Canadian authorities v'lOuld like more ini'ormation about the 
selective use of nuclear vveapons, for the purpose of further 
discussion in the Council. lihat plans do the military authori
ties have as to possible targets; as to the use of such Heapons 
on land, sea or in the air; and as to the size of the v1eapons 
which might be used? This infonnation would be useful to help 
in determining vlhat possible effects such plans might have in 
their political implications. If the selective use of nuclear 
'lileapons involves a direct threat to 'che USSR. rather than being 
directly related to access to Berlin, might it not be difficult 
to differentiate such selective use from the initiation of 
general hostilities? 

On a further point about military planning, the 
Canadian authorities understand If Live Oak ff planning to include 
a progression from unarmed probes to limited hostilit.ies. 
Since the lat'cer Hould obviously involve the responsibility 
of aIl the NfaO Governments, 'lilOuld it not be better to have a 
clearer understanding of the point at which transfer from 
tripartite to N..:\TO control vlOuld take place, rather than a 
point vlhich \'.J'ould require calling for iÙI.TO reinf'orcement s for 
a stalled tripartite probe? For example, 'lilOuld it not be 
better to establish HllTO control of military operations as 
soon as the intention of the Soviet Government to use force 
to hinder access to Berlin had been established? 

l have already given the t'tvo questions about E1ilitary 
planninr; to the Standing Group Representa-tive in "\œitinog, at 
his request. 

Yours sincerely, 

<0 0

, 

---~ J,-'~_.(;.t~Of.."'1 
G.; IGEJ~I.TI~FF. 

, , 
'\) 

'l'OP S:6C~i.l!:T 
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