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PARIS, April 27, 1962,
SECRET

SELEGATION OF CANADA
0 THE WEATH AANTIO DOUNESM

Dear Lord Coleridge,

NATQ FLANS - HELKTIUUSHIP WITH BokliN
cole INGSNCY PLANS,

It was agreed at a private meeting of
the Council on April 16 that further discussion of
the subject noted above be postponed until after the
Athens ministerial meeting. It was suggested that if
in the meantime there were voints which were still
not, completely clarified as a result of the statements
already made, it might be preferable to submit such
Qﬂlltlona 1n writing to the Secreiariat.

: I should be grateful, therefors, if you
could tlki! ints consideration the comments of my
authorities which are set out in the attachment to this
letter,

Yours sincerely,
Lord Coleridge,

% MCE&X‘D la.
Exacutive Secretary,

The Intemmational Staff
OT AL /NATO,
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The statement made by the United States FPermaneut
Representative at Council's meeting on April 11 has scrved
to remove some of the uncertainties which existed concerning
the three-power paper given to the Council on February 23,
There are still, however, a number of questions which occur
to us,.

Thure may have been some misinterrretation of the
intent of our nuestion concerring the meshing of 'L and
tripartite planning at an eariier stage than secmed 1o he
contemplated in the three-power paper, Political escalation
shoutid, of course, be avoided, However, our auesticn was
concerned primarily witn olanning to ensure tnat iff any tri-
nartite force is actually enpared in hostilities, walu control
mechanisms should be able to tase over at anv time rather Lharn
awalt the ourcome ol that engarement, Secondly, we wonaer
hew realistic it would be to set as the nolnt at whirk the
transfer from tripartite to SaTU mechanisis would take --lace
Lie need for reinforcements "when a tripartite force of
battalion or pgreater size has been subjected to attack",

-

We would welcome further clarification concerning
the significance of the phrase, "ol rreater size" in para-
graph 5{b}3{(a). It is still not clear what size force would
have to require reinforcement before operational control would
cease to be tLripartite and would become NaTu rcontrel. wiat
distinction woulu be made, for exam:le, betweun forces i:ro-
dizced for "suniort of initial peobes” and as "reintorceunat L™,



