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has agreed to write to a number of Peemanent Representatives
in responso to a request by General Norstad for any apslistance
the Jeorctary General feels able to give to remedy present
deficliencos in the alert oystens

Felle Gregh
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(Queataona whieh mz o mimﬂ)

Thig document sets out tho views of the J Povwers on the
relationship which sghould exiet in the planning and control of Derlin
contingency operations botween Tripartite and HATO plomninge A8 is
pointed out in paragraph L $hes$ the essence of the problem is to
achieve a golution mpmasntinﬁ the best balance between Lo in 45

m th=s one hond the seourity intoreste, common objectiven
and fomm o!‘ all the NATC nations will be threatensd if
the Goviet bloe seriously challenges the continued
frecdon of Derlin, while gn the othar hand the speeial
and direct regponsibility of the 3 Powers for Derlin
implico that the planning and execution of possible
initial military oporations chould remain a Tripartite
repponsibilitys

The practical consequence of this duslity yet separation
of reeponsibility ic that HATO as a vhole may becoae involved in
hostilities as a recull of operations initiazted by the 3 Powers
responsible for Derlin, in the plamning and conduct of which NATO as
such has not participateds

While there appears to be no way of avoiding thio situation,
I think that the Council would wish Lirgt to be satiafied that Tripartite
and NATO planning in the Berlin context is fully co-ordinated, and
gecond to be quite clear about the circunstances in which control
of any militapry operations would pase from Tripartite to NATO
reeponsibility.

On the firat point « coordination « I believe that the
Council's understanding of the problem has greaxtly inereasced after
hearing CGeneral Rorstad's detalled description on Fobruary 239d of the
various LIVE OAK and DERCON eontingency planse His briefing showed
that the closest co-ordination exlsts botween the two sets of planning
and betwesn the staffe responsidble for them under 2.CKUR in his dual
capacitye.
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On the second point I wonder vhether we could porhaps
hek some additional elarification from the representatives of

the 3 Powerss Az I pee it, the 3 are generally responsible
for the plamning and execution of probe or & r escort operations,
but NATO may be involved in the support and control of puch
operationa depending upen ths reactions of the Boviet lorces,
which are not really predictables In certain cases the point
at vhich responaibility would be tranaforred ic definod e.ge¢ in
paragreph 5e(3)(a), which states that men Tripartite forces of
battalion or greater size have been subjoctod to armed attack by
Soviet or GDR forees and require reinforcement;”. Similarly, in
the cape of air operatione, paragraph 5be(3)(b) epecifies that
control would be passed to NATO "at the point when an escorted
flight had been ummistakably enguged 1n combat by Soviet or GIR
aireraft or ground defences and immediate Tripartite response had
not caused the Soviets to desist". lHowever, it is aleo recogniced
in both instances that other poaslble conditions might arice in
which transfer of responsibility to NATO would occur, this being
"a matter for political decision at the time"e The Council
might like to know a little more of the "other conditions"
mentioned in this contexte



