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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LIVE OAK AND NATO PLANNING 

The instructions ot Oeneral Noretad by the Four Powere do 

not seem to be 1n line with what 'ke Secretary or State Dean Ruak 

has stated to the Counc11 during its session ot 8th Auguat. l 

quote belo,,: 

"Because thE, situation can now be visualised somewhat more 

oonoretely than tormerly in terme ot dat •• and events, and 

because ot our growing strength, militar,y contingency plana are 
being reviewed. In this review, which will be comprehensive and 

intense, we oount on the growing involTe.ent and eupport ot NATO 
pol1~lcal and ail1t&r,1 authoritie.. The mil1tar,r contingency 
planning group known as Live Oak ia beins brought into the SHAPE 

area, and .e can expect alose co-ordination ot that planning with 

NATO &8 • whole. The problem of Berlin and access to it may in 

the tirst instance reat on the ooaupying po.ere, but bayoud the 
tiret instance we belleve it to be a NATO problem." 

The s~atGment 1nd1o~t.s clearl1 two thiAg81 

(1) the Ber11n problem and the 11111 tary det.nce of the acoe •• 

ia to be a NATO probl.. be,.ond the tiret instance dur1q 

whioh it re.ta on the ooouPYina power., 

(2) , Live Oak - that 1_ to Bq. the 1li11tary oontingency plalln101 

group - la being brought 1nto the SHAPE area, and the Secretary 
ot St.te added that he expected close oo-ordinatloa ot planning 

with NATO as a whole. 

Now, i\ ie cleu that the instructiolUl ot the Four Power. '0 
Oeneral Nor.tad oannot be oonatrued .. a rair 1aple .. ntat10n ot the 
statement quoted above. Live Oak ~ not to be repl .. e4 by NATO ,lamai n,a 
8.e, for instance, p~aph 5 (,) ot th. instructiaaa when, abo.t the 
Berl1n derence plaa. the instructions stated that N~ will retU1re 
oo-ord1natioa ttet .. e. LiTe Oak and the thrH ___ Ilia .... in Bou." 

It LiTe Oak were to be replaced by XA!O planning ln general 

and broad terms, th1a sentence would not be rea4 &8 l' stands. CD t~e 

basia ot Mr Dean RLlak·. etatement to the Counc11 ot kil August. the 
1natructions by the Four Powers to General Woretad GaD be eaai17 
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crltlcised and many commenta can b. asked in order to bring th ••• 

instructions more in lina with the views expre8s.d at that ti.e b7 

one ot the speakers ot the Four Powers concerD.d. 
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