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January 15, 2008

Morocco, active partner of NATO, official

Rabat, Nov. 27 - Morocco has always been an active partner of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) as it registered a 22% increase of its military activities and
a 24% increase of its public diplomatic activities with the Alliance in 2006, said, here
Tuesday, Head of the Mediterranean Dialogue in the NATO Public Diplomacy Division.

"The NATO highly commends Morocco’s role as an active partner of the Alliance,"
Nicola De Santis affirmed, underlining that the Moroccan forces dispatched to Kosovo
constitute the most important contribution that a country of the Mediterranean Dialogue
has provided to a NATO-led operation.

Speaking at a seminar on "Moroccan-NATO Cooperation for Peace and Stability in
the Mediterranean,” Mr. De Santis stressed that the Alliance appreciates Morocco's
active role and hopes to consolidate its cooperation with the North African country in all
fields where it can bring an added value within the spirit of genuine partnership.

Mr. De Santis described the Mediterranean Dialogue as a "two-way initiative,” adding
that the Alliance actively seeks the contribution of partners via a political dialogue
process.

He added that consolidating Mediterranean Dialogue is based on some key
principles, namely non-discrimination, self-differentiation, co-responsibility and
complementarities.

Through this seminar, he underlined, Morocco clearly voices its resolve to further
consolidate its cooperation with the Alliance.

The NATO official also noted that security in Europe is closely linked to security and
stability in the Mediterranean, adding that interdependence of security issues requires
cooperation in a bid to fight common challenges, iner alia, terrorism and proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.

The seminar is part of an action program of the NATO Public Diplomacy Division for
the year 2007, in partnership with the Moroccan Foreign ministry.
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