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'Khatlb highlights importance of concerted lnternatlonal effort to maintain global stablllty

By Alia Shukri Hamzeh

AMMAN — Foreign Minister
Abdul Ilah Khatib on Mon-

* day warned of dire conse-
quences on world stability

. by terrorist elements taking
advantage of a collapse in re-

- gional security, saying a con-
certed international effort
was needed to help serve the
cause of peace.

“The collapse of security
conditions either in the
Palestinian territories or in
Iraq will play into the hands
of terrorist elements and or-
ganisations, and therefore

-have dire consequences on
the world security and sta-
bility,” Khatib told partici-
pants at a conference to dis-
cuss the North Atlantic

‘ Treaty Organisation’s (NATO)
Mediterranean Dialogue and
the Broader Middle East Re-
gion.

“Consequently, there is a

need for a much more con-
certed effort and cooperation

between. all .of us,” he said, -

adding that NATO can assist
both the Palestinian Authori-
ty and the new Iraqi govern-
ment, along with the interna-
tional community, in build-

-ing their security capacity

and institutions that are nec-
essary to advance the wel-
fare of their people.

Khatib also called for
greater cooperation between
NATO and its Mediterranean
partners in the ongoing ef-
forts to counter terrorism,
ensure greater border securi-
ty and dispel cultural mis-
conceptions about each
other. He suggested ways to
develop relations between
the alliance and its Mediter-
ranean partners by advanc-
ing the more than a decade-
old dialogue into a genuine
partnership and by starting

.a joint public diplomacy ef-

fort that provides a better
understanding of NATO's
transformation and current
policies.

Khatib’s remarks were
made at the start of a two-

day conference — organised

by the Regional Centre on
Conflict Prevention and
NATO'’s Public Diplomacy Di-
vision — to discuss NATO's
role in the region, its aims
and actions for the Mediter-
ranean dialogue and ways to
develop this dialogue into
full-fledged cooperation.

The conference seeks to
develop a better understand-
ing and awareness of NATO's
capabilities and its offer for
greater security cooperation
for the benefit of partner
countries and subsequently
the region and the rest of the
world, according to organis-
ers.

NATO Deputy Secretary
General Ambassador

Alessandro Mmuto RIZZO
told participants-that the al-

- liance's basic aimof engage-

ment across the Mediter-
ranean was to build trust
and mutual understanding,
to involve more countries in
‘a common struggle against
shared security challenges
and thus in increasing the
chances to meet such chal-

“lenges. - #i

" “NATO is not 1mposmg
anything on- any .of" its

Mediterranean = Dialogue

partners, but “offering to

work together in areas in
which it has' the experience -
-and expertise and where our
* partners are prepared to de-

fine spemﬁc requlrements
Rizzo'said.

“NATO want.s to comple-
ment ongoing cooperation in
and with other international
fora, rather than to duplicate

or comphcate this coopera-

tion,” he sald addmg that

over t.he past years the num-
ber of opportunities: for con-

“crete, practical cooperation °
under the Mediterranean Di-.

alogue has more than dou-
bled.

- This cooperation; he
added, ranges from a wide
array of military activities in

the field of bor8er security to

airspace management, civil

“emergency planning -and

many other arenas.

' “Countries such as Jordan
'— but other Mediterranean

partners as .well.— have

'ga'thered considerable expe-

rience in participating in UN

_and NATO operations. We
 ‘have introduced a number of
“tools and instruments to

build on that experience and
to further enhance: the inter-
operability between our mil-
itary forces,” Rizzo said,
adding that-Jordan has ex-
pressed interest in making
use of a trust fund, for sever-

al areas 1ncludmg disman-

 tling landmines.

‘‘The trust funds, described
as new, opportunities under
the partnership, are an in-

. strument in which NATO ex-

pertise and funding by inter-
ested nations and institu-
tions are combined and of-
fered to help partner coun;
tries.

Other opportunities  in-

. clude giving countries partic-

ipating in the dialogue the
chance to develop an individ-
ual cooperation programme
with NATO and an offer of
training and education.

“If we want to be more ef-
fective in meeting the securi-

ty challenges, it is vital that
we further develop our com-

.mon understanding of those

challenges, the efficiency of
our defence establishments
and the ability of our mili-

‘tary to work together,” Rizzo

said.

NATO political role

Two sessions were held yes-
terday, the first to discuss
NATO's - transformation
since the cold war and how
its operations and missions
changed, while the second
looked at the alliance's role
in promoting security in the
Mediterranean and the
Broader Middle East.

In the first session, par-
ticipants tried to get a clear-
er image of the alliance’s po-
litical role and how far it
can influence a ehange in
the region and help in the
push for reform and democ-
ratisation.

NATO officials were asked
if the alliance was looking
for a new enemy after the
end of the cold war and if
Islam was the next target.

Alliance officials were-also
asked why NATO does not
take a more decisive stance

towards the Arab-Israeli
conflict and what role it can
play in Iraqg other than the
existing one of training mili-
tary and security personnel
and offering logistical sup-
port.

On the Arab- Israeh con-
flict, head of NATO’s Public
Diplomacy Division Nicola
de Santis said NATO has no
direct role in solving the Is--
raeli-Palestinian question,
adding that it was not on the
alliance’s agenda and there
were many issues that NATO

‘and the region could cooper-

ate on before tackling the
Arab-Israeli conflict.-

He quoted remarks on the
matter by NATO's secretary
general saying that NATO
can only get involved if there
was a final settlement to the
question, if both parties
asked for NATO's help and if
there was a UN mandate to
do so.



