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Special briefing by Principal Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General Larry Rossin, COMKFOR Lt.-Gen. Xavier Bout de Marnhac and Police
Commissioner Larry Wilson

Principal Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General Larry Rossin
COMKFOR Lt.-Gen. Xavier Bout de Marnhac
Police Commissioner Larry Wilson

Rossin: Thank you very much for answering our invitation to meet with you today. On
behalf of Gen. de Marnhac, Commissioner Wilson and myself, we appreciate your
coming here and we look forward to talking to you and to answering your questions.

As you are aware, last Friday a mob of about 300 protesters, who had been lingering
outside the courthouse in North Mitrovica, illegally stormed this UNMIK courthouse and
overwhelmed our police. A smaller group of those demonstrators continued to occupy the
premises during the course of Friday and throughout the weekend. Every effort was made
to resolve this illegal situation through dialogue at a number of different levels. The
Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Dr. Riicker, spoke to various levels of
political leadership in Belgrade on Friday about the incidents, urging their intervention
and the use of their undoubted influence to persuade the occupiers of this building to
leave.

I personally spoke to Minister Samardzic on Friday evening to reiterate that request and
to underscore that while we hoped and wanted to resolve this situation peacefully and
without any resort to force and through persuasion, that we were disinclined to permit
this occupation to continue indefinitely or for very long because it was such a
fundamental challenge to our exclusive executive authority in Kosovo and, therefore, we
would use police to clear the facility at a moment of our choosing, based on our own
assessment and so we hoped that the minister and others would intervene to make that not
necessary. | met with Minister Samardzic again on Sunday when he was in Gracanica and
| reiterated these points to him. I know that there has been some statements to the effect
that somehow there was an implicit or explicit agreement that we would not move until
he visited. That was not the case. | made it clear that we would move at a time of our own



choosing, which is why getting the people out peacefully was so urgent and | further
made it clear to him when | spoke to him yesterday morning, while events were going on
in Mitrovica, that we had not had such an arrangement and in fact he agreed with me in
our private telephone conversation, that there had been no such agreement. Of course
public statements have been different.

In addition, our Regional Police Commander and Police Commissioner had
communication with Kosovo Serb political figures in Mitrovica, including some who had
been instrumental in this orchestrated occupation of the courthouse in order to persuade,
to ask them to persuade the demonstrators to leave and, as you know, there was no
movement on the part of the 40 or so people who were occupying the building, some of
whom were identified as Serbian Ministry of Interior officers. We had information on
Sunday afternoon that those who had perpetrated this occupation of the courthouse had a
clear intention to perpetrate another occupation of another UNMIK facility in north
Mitrovica. That being the case and after planning and consultation with COMKFOR and
with the Police Commissioner, | authorized the operation that took place early Monday
morning to reassert our control of the courthouse and to re-establish legality and law and
order in North Mitrovica at the courthouse. The operation, as you know, was initially
peaceful. Our police entered the courthouse early in the morning and found those who
were occupying the building asleep and there was no resistance and they were to be
brought here to Pristina, in order to processed by the Police under Kosovo law, as part of
the investigative process for possible, eventual prosecution. Unfortunately, as was
obvious from the flow of the events yesterday, the situation quickly escalated in an
organized fashion again. People in north Kosovo, a mob, developed and attacked initially
with rocks, with Molotov cocktails and soon enough our police and KFOR troops
surrounding the complex came under direct gunfire and hand grenade attack from this
mob. | hesitate to call them demonstrators, because demonstrating implies peacefully and
this was far, far beyond the limit of what is acceptable.

We have 42 international police officers who were injured in this operation. We have a
Ukrainian police officer who was seriously injured in this operation. A grenade went off
right next to him. He died overnight of his injuries. We have 22 KFOR soldiers who’ve
been injured in this operation. There were KPS officers who were injured in this mob
violence. We want to thank KFOR, and | want to thank our own medical staff for the
great medical support that has been offered to our police throughout Kosovo and all the
facilities to try and save lives and to minimize the impact of injuries. Our condolences go
to the family of the Ukrainian police officer who was killed by this mob, who was
murdered by this mob, and we will be meeting with the Ukrainian Minister who is
coming here in order to meet with their contingent and express our condolences to his
government and to the people of Ukraine as well.

According to the established Kosovo law, 32 of the court occupiers were temporarily
detained, processed, and then released back to north Mitrovica. Criminal investigations
into all these illegal acts, including murder and attempted murder, perpetrated on UNMIK
and on KFOR soldiers are ongoing and we firmly intend to bring those responsible for
these crimes to justice.



As you know, the Secretary-General has deplored the violence, and we had many other
statements from the national member states of the United Nations deploring this violence.
I’ve been keeping the Contact Group informed of this, talked to the European Union.
We’ve informed them of developments and I’ve been in frequent contact with the
President of Kosovo, with Deputy Primer Minister Kugi, and with Minister Samardzic in
order to try and manage the situation. I’ve talked to the Secretary General of NATO. I’ve
talked to the President in Office of the European Union, Foreign Minister Rupel. We’ve
kept in touch with everybody and we’ve had a great deal of support.

Now | am happy to report the situation in the north is calm, it’s tense, and it’s something
we are gauging very, very carefully. The commissioner and I, in consultation with
COMKFOR when the moment comes, will be making a decision on when to end the
temporary departure of our police from north Mitrovica. | should stress that the fact that
our police left and KFOR stayed was part of the standard procedures we have under our
agreements for escalating circumstances where police cannot alone maintain law and
order. But our intention and our philosophy is also to restore the primacy of police in
maintaining law and order as soon as possible, and we will be doing that as soon as
conditions permit, and | understand that KFOR is taking all the necessary measures to
maintain security around the courthouse and in north Mitrovica in the intervening period,
and again | want to thank Gen. de Marnhac for that and reiterate the statement that we
will be back with our police as soon as conditions warrant and we want that to be a very
short period of time.

In conclusion, | would just like to first of all stress the message that | put in a press
statement and that the General and | put together in a press statement yesterday, which is
a call on all the people of Kosovo to maintain calm as we work to resolve these sorts of
situations, and this one was particularly grave. And we appreciate the fact that in all the
rest of Kosovo that was exactly the case. This shows once again the maturity that has
developed.

We will not tolerate this kind of violence. We will not tolerate these kinds of
infringements on our mandate. We have instructions from our Secretary-General that we
are to maintain the exclusive executive authority of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General throughout Kosovo. And we will act to do that however it is necessary,
and above all to maintain a safe and secure environment, working together with KFOR.
And | call on everybody to respect the rule of law, to allow us to continue to carry out our
mandate, and above all, not to resort, as people have yesterday, to the kind of violence
that is totally unacceptable that is totally unacceptable and criminal.

Thank you very much.

Gen. de Marnhac: Thank you Larry for this. Nothing much to add to what the PDSRSG
just mentioned a few minutes ago. Yesterday morning, clearly a red line had been crossed
with the deliberate intent to kill people, you know Molotov cocktails, fragmentation and
grenades and direct fire have been targeted at UNMIK and KFOR soldiers. And we are



not going to tolerate that. | just want to mention that KFOR in response used moderate
and adapted response according to our own rules of engagement. And | just want to tell
you and tell everybody who listens to me that KFOR soldiers by their behaviour
yesterday have shown not only their professionalism but also the resolve and
determination to maintain a safe and secure environment everywhere in Kosovo. We
have showed it yesterday, as we did it prior in the month, but do not put us in the position
to show it again tomorrow.

That’s my message.
Rossin: Thank you, General. Commissioner.

Commissioner Wilson: Yesterday morning in north Mitrovica an UNMIK Police officer
was murdered. His name was officer Kynol lyor. He arrived in Kosovo on December 17
of last year as a part of Ukrainian Formed Police Unit. He did his duty yesterday
exceptionally well and it cost him his life. I met this morning with the commander of the
Ukrainian Formed Police Unit and with the contingent commander of the Ukrainian
contingent here in Kosovo. They are deeply saddened by his loss as are all UNMIK
police officers. He is survived by his mother and sister who live in Ternopol, Ukraine and
he lived to the grand age of 25 until he was murdered by a mob in north Mitrovica. This
morning we begin the process of investigating those who committed that murder and
those who attempted to murder other UN Police officers yesterday in north Mitrovica, a
total of 42 UNMIK Police officers were injured, some very seriously. We have a number
of injured officers in hospitals across Kosovo, in military hospital installations being
treated for those injuries. |1 have to say thanks to KFOR for making those medical
facilities available to our officers and | have to commend the French KFOR medical
doctors in the French camp who made a heroic effort to save this police officer’s life. He
basically bled to death. Because of the gunfire it took us almost two and a half hours to
evacuate him from that location and | want the people of Kosovo to know that we have
started the investigations which will lead us to the people who committed these criminal
acts and justice will be done in Kosovo.

Zéri: Mr. Rossin, do you have a clear address who stands behind this mob and do you
share the opinion with NATO that Belgrade should be held accountable for this violence,
for these events?

Rossin: It’s clear to us that the violence, well first that the occupation of the courthouse
that took place, before that the burning of the customs locations on the gates 1 and 31 last
month, the occupation of the courthouse last Friday and what happened yesterday, these
attacks on our soldiers and police who were in purely defensive positions was
orchestrated. There are a number of suspicions and ideas and we believe we know who is
responsible for this. | actually don’t want to name at this stage because as the
Commissioner said, we’ll be undertaking investigations for criminal prosecutions and |
don’t want to taint the possibility of those criminal prosecutions at this stage. With regard
to the role of the Government of Serbia, we believe that the Government of Serbia, that
the Minister Samardzic and others exercised undoubted, decisive influence over all of the



political leaders in northern Kosovo and that we called on them to use that influence so
that we did not have to remove these people involuntarily. Nothing happened and we
took the necessary steps. Thank you.

Express: In Bosnia situations were created due to the lack of sharpness by the
international presence sometimes. Is there a chance you will withdraw from this policy
you showed yesterday? For example, when will we see the police going back?

Rossin: Well, let me answer your first question. As | said in my opening remarks, our full
intent working with the Police Commissioner and in collaboration with KFOR, which is
there now to restore the police presence in north Mitrovica, is to restore police primacy
for the maintenance of law and order as soon as conditions permit. | cannot put a timeline
on that, 1 wouldn’t try to do that, I don’t dictate operational procedures to the police
commissioner but this is our strong intent and it will happen very shortly. Our intention is
to maintain control of our facilities in the north.

Express: The second question. Would you suggest starting with decentralization, can
that be a solution and what can politics do to solve the situation in the north?

PDSRSG Rossin: | don’t really want to talk about things like decentralization and
politics in the context of mob violence and illegal occupation of buildings belonging to
UNMIK as though somehow this was some kind of trade off that could be made.
Criminal violence of this sort, attacks on the SRSG’s exercise of his authority, attacks on
UNMIK Police and KFOR soldiers who are carrying out defensive operations to restore
legality, have no relationship actually to any political measures of that sort. So | wouldn’t
comment on that in this context.

Question: Mr. Rossin, | believe you will disagree with me but due to the mistake of the
politicians one life was lost and | am sorry for that. Mr. Samardzic yesterday said that
you had an agreement that you wouldn’t intervene until he makes the discussions. Is that
correct? It is evident that one life was lost due to the mistake committed by the police.
Mr. Samardzic said yesterday that you had an agreement not to intervene until he spoke
to these people. It is evident from your presentation that you made a decision that KFOR
and police forces intervene on March 17" at 05:30. My question is have you thought
about while issuing this decision that this day KFOR and police should intervene on the
day of March 17" before Mr. Samardzic holds talks with the employees who according to
my opinion did not occupy the building but they tried to get their places of work from
which they were expelled. Second question for COMKFOR. Was there any excessive use
of force by KFOR and the police during the intervention? Thank you.

PDSRSG Rossin: Let me just respond. First of all, much of your question was actually a
declaration. With regard to the question components of what you said, as | stated in my
opening presentation both in my Friday conversation with Mr. Samardzic and my
conversation with him on Sunday evening in Gracanica, | was extremely clear and
explicit and it was clearly understood by him that there was no agreement and that there
was no willingness on my part to wait for his visit to Mitrovica before we did any police



action. My message to him was that we really wanted him and the Serbian Government to
use whatever influence they had and we think they have clear influence to make sure that
these people left the building before we were required to resort to involuntary measures
in order to restore legality and restore UN control over this UN facility and end this
illegal act. I mentioned it to Mr. Samardzic on Sunday evening, | recalled our Friday
conversation, and I mentioned my regret at the fact that nothing had changed on the
ground. | made once again very clear to him that we would act at a moment of our
choosing, that made sense to us, and that was required by events. As | also mentioned in
my remarks, we had very clear information to indicate that individuals in north Mitrovica
who were the ones who had staged the occupation of the courthouse on Friday now
intended to attack another UN facility on Monday. Monday the 17" March was not our
choice, Monday the 17" March was the choice of those who we had very, very good
information were going to extend illegality in north Mitrovica. General.

General de Marnhac: | think | have nothing more to add to what have already said. We
behave very positively during yesterday and we only responded when we were under
heavy fire from deliberate agreesion against your police men and my soldiers.

Reuters News Agency: First | have a question for COMKFOR. Have you installed
marshal law in north Mitrovica?

COMKOFOR: No it’s not depending on me about that. We have not organized marshal
law and this remains both political and judiciary decisions. There is no intend as far as |
know to install it for the time being.

Reuters News Agency: And a question for Mr. Rossin. You have met as you said in
several occasion Mr. Samardzic. There are reports that he made some offer, he presented
some offer by Serbian Government to you on how to resolve. Can you clarify, because a
lot of things are coming, what that offer means?

PDSRSG Rossin: As Minister Samardzic himself announced in a press interview, when |
met with him on Sunday evening in Gracanica, he handed over to me a document that he
described as a framework for kind of a comprehensive relationship between Serbia and
UNMIK, to deal with the variety of the specific kinds of issues that they have written
since 17" of February. As you know the position of the Serbian Government is that this
was an illegal act and changed everything. We are neutral on that according to our
instructions and our role in this event. | wouldn’t want to characterize the content of that
document because we sent it to our HQ for discussion we have to work on that issue. |
would just say that there were elements of it, briefly, that | considered to be probably
inconsistent with the appropriate exercise of our mandate. But | really wouldn’t want to
go into it further than that. Thank you.

Koha Ditore: Commander, whom do you hold responsible? Do you hold any one from
Belgrade responsible acts? For you Mr. Rossin, you said in on of your replays that you
hade the information that another quote, another building of UNMIK is going to be



occupied. Do you hold any of the political leaders in the north accountable for what has
happened yesterday?

COMKFOR: Well I don’t want to add to what Larry Rossin just said few minutes ago
and | don’t want to mention for the same reason you address specific names. But we
definitely we have a clear indication of what the chain of command of all of this is.

PDSRSG Rossin: | think that’s my answer as well. That is my answer as well. I wouldn’t
want to say anything more for the reasons I already described.

AP: If | could raise couple of issues with you Mr. Rossin. Could you tell us what, if any,
presence does UNMIK have in Kosovo north? Are you exercising any sort of authority?
And secondly, when you say that Serbia’s leaders including Minister Samardzic have an
undoubted decisive influence upon leaders; can you be more specific? Did he refuse to
use his influence? Did he use it in a detrimental manner? Or what did he do with that?
Can you explain what in the future will be UNMIK position in regards to Serbia’s official
visit in Kosovo?

PDSRSG Rossin: You asked me three questions, now with my short term memory | am
getting old. What was your first question again? Yes, we still have presence in the north
we don’t have presence in north Mitrovica at this moment although I think we have some
police officers up there at the crime scene and we have others in specific locations. We
have not yet as | said restored full police presence in northern Mitrovica and that is
something we will do when the conditions are appropriate. We have police presence in
other parts of the north. We continue to have the same arrangements at the two gates that
we had since customs was attacked by mobs, and pending restorations of customs service
there. With regard to your second question when | talked about the undoubted influence
of Minister Samardzic and of Belgrade over people living in the north, the commitment
that | got, the statement that | got from Minister Samardzic, both on Friday and on
Sunday, was essentially that he certainly was willing to use his influence and he planned
to be up there on Monday. Actually he got up there sooner than he intended to be because
he changed his schedule because of these events. My messages what to him was ‘that’s
great” but we would prefer this would have happened quicker. This is a gross violation of
our authority up there and we’re disinclined to have to have it continue. As far as going
beyond that, some of the statements that Minister Samardzic made when he was in
Mitrovica yesterday were objectionable. Basically he made a comment that we have seen
reported in the press to the extent that people up there could be assured there would be
retribution, that Belgrade can give this assurance. We had similar kinds of statements as
you know after the burning the customs facilities, Minister Samardzic basically
legitimized and endorsed that saying it wasn’t exactly how they would have done it but it
was part of their plan. We have never had what we would consider a clear and
unambiguous renunciation of this kind of violence and denunciation of this violence from
the Minister or indeed from any Belgrade government official that | can think of. At
minimum there is always this sort of circumstances “it is really explainable” “we really
who can say” that is really unacceptable when police men and soldiers come under
gunfire and grenade fire. And when the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia on the one



hand appears in the security council and says ‘boy 1244 that | really what we are
committed to. We want to see UNMIK really continue its operations’. Well you know
what, we are having trouble to continuing some of our operations in the north of Kosovo
right now and that is directly because of their either interventions or lack of intervention
with those who are causing these problems. Thank you.

[Intervention from the public — the last question, will you allow Samardzic to come
back?]

PDSRSG Rossin: We will continue to consult with our headquarters when we receive
such a request.

Lajm: How many Serbian police are injured yesterday, Serbian member of KPS Nenad
Pupovac who was injured yesterday, as protesters or he was on duty?

Commissioner Wilson: Let me make sure that | understood your question. It is related to
the Serbian officer that was wounded yesterday. To my knowledge he was off duty. He
was making his way to the north police station and while walking in front of the north
police station he was struck by a bullet in the head. He was initially treated at north
Mitrovica hospital. He was later taken to the hospital in Belgrade and we have been
unable to obtain any information about his condition since then.

Top Channel: Mr. Rossin, from the date independence was declared, the District Court
in Mitrovica was under the attack of the Serbs. They aimed of putting it under control.
You are not saying that security forces were unprepared on Friday, where Court was
occupied. Can you explain it? Why was it allowed that the Courthouse fell under the
control of Serbs? Were there insufficient number of KFOR soldiers, of police and you
allowed this to happen?

PDSRSG Rossin: We had developed a security plan to protect the Courthouse in North
Mitrovica which was gagged to the level of demonstrations and so forth that were taking
place. We have had demonstrations there, as you say, pretty much since after February
17, we have not had this kind of threatening action that happened on Friday. One of the
unfortunate characteristics of what did happen on Friday, and again this is not
spontaneous, women and children were sort of out in front. We had Police Officers there,
members of the same Formed Police Units, who now are victims of this mob violence on
Monday, and they were going to obviously just their posture to the fact that there are
women and children there. You know if that means that the building is going to be
overrun and we are not going to injure women and children, well I’m sorry to say, I’'m
revealing some of our tactics: we are not going to injure women and children. We find it
reprehensible that there should be women and children pushed out front, but that’s the
way it is. This having been the case we have taken action to restore our control of the
Courthouse and we have that control of the Court House.

Question: Mr. De Marnhac there are different news concerning to what kind of weapons
had KFOR used in defending itself in Mitrovica. One French General said KFOR shot



fire from automatic fire arms into the air. I’m asking you, how come that such a great
number of Serbs was wounded yesterday from fire arms. So did KFOR shoot at Serbs?
Which kind of weapon did you use? And question for Mr. Rossin, March 17, 2004, KFOR
and UNMIK suffered a defeat in not being able to protect the Serbs? Do you consider
that you have been defeated once again four years later?

COMKFOR: The only answer | can give again, as | stated a few minutes ago is: We
used the appropriate response to the threat we were suffering according to our rule of
engagements. | have nothing specific more to add to that.

PDSRSG Rossin: And with regard to your second question, | consider that to be purely a
rhetorical statement and one that doesn’t need to be answered by me.

Bota Sot: | just wanted to ask you whether this is the price UNMIK is paying with a dead
Police Officer from Ukraine after the tolerance and caress they showed to the Serbs in all
the situations. Four years ago when they killed almost 20 Albanians and none of them
was n/a (33:55 min) to criminal prosecution, while the Albanians were apprehended,
arrested. SO this is an issue of going back to the retrospective, evaluating the situation.
And is it good that you maybe send there the Kosovo Police Service Special Unit and
save the lives of internationals or to establish the Kosovo Security Forces as soon as
possible and demilitarize all the parts of Kosovo, including the northern part of
Mitrovica, by the Serb militaries.

PDSRSG Rossin: 1 don’t think that that kind of historical debate is something that is
usefully entered into this particular press event. What we did is we acted in north
Mitrovica yesterday to restore legality and to promote and preserve the exercise of the
executive authority by the Special Representative overall in Kosovo. That is our
instructions, that’s what we did. And I’ll just leave it like that.



