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Press release

COMKFOR visit to Glavotina and Preluze village on 15 August 2011

As the construction of the Setnica bridge in Preluze is a local administrative matter
aimed solely at improving conditions for all people living in the area, COMKFOR
Major General Erhard Buehler, on 15 August 2011, spoke to both representatives of
Kosovo Albanian villages west of Preluze and a village gathering in Preluze itself.
Kosovo Albanian villagers illustrated daily difficulties linked to a lack of the bridge
and reaffirmed their commitment to improve and normalize social and economic

relations with Preluze.

Their Kosovo Serb neighbors made it very clear that they fear potential incidents and
would resist the construction of the bridge.

Addressing approximately 150 to 200 villagers, COMKFOR Major General Erhard
Buehler congratulated the village to various infrastructure projects going ahead.
COMKFOR also stated that "for many years people have been talking a lot about
Preluze without doing anything for the people living here." Responding to comments
of some that he should prevent the construction of the bridge, he reiterated that he
himself was neither building nor financing the bridge but that people of the region
should look into the future.

Addressing those voicing security concerns, COMKFOR said he was offering the
stationing of KFOR personnel in the area until such time as this would no longer be
necessary. He added that elsewhere in Kosovo the recent decentralization had
shown that Serb communities could indeed prosper in Kosovo when leaving behind

policies of the past. Ending his visit he thanked villagers for meeting him and stated
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projects in order to ensure rapid progress throughout the village.
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