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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
Press release 

 

German Ministry of Defense State Secretary and 

Politicians of the Federal Republic of Germany visit 
Headquarters KFOR  

Commander KFOR informed Minister of Defense Parliamentary 
State Secretary Christian SCHMIDT of the current situation of 

the KFOR Mission 

 

Commander KFOR General Erhard Bühler in his Headquarters in Pristina today, 19th 
July 2011, welcomes the Minister of Defense Parliamentarian State Secretary of the 
German Federal Republic of Germany, Christian SCHMIDT. He is accompanied by 
the Minister of the Interior of the German state of Thuringia, Joerg Geibert, and 
some Members of the Land Parliament of Bavaria. Minister Geibert is member of the 
delegation because the present German Contingent is organized and partly manned 
by a German Artillery Regiment stationed in Thuringia.  

During the initial briefing General Bühler focused the attention on the current security 
and political situation in Kosovo in general and on the KFOR-Mission in detail. He 
especially informed about the present work, of the KFOR units marked by a fairly 
stable security all over Kosovo, but also about the challenges in some areas in the 
North. KFOR is determined to carry on with its presence in the North protecting 
people and stabilizing the living conditions for the people who are tired about threats 
by criminals and radical elements. General Bühler again pointed out that his 
experience, supported by many conversations with ordinary people in the streets, is 
that they just want to live with their families in peace and earning their living 
unmolested by quarrels and indoctrination. Within this context he again made it clear 
that the security in all areas of Kosovo needs a unified Police under a single 
commander, Police General Director Maliqi, with a clear and single chain of 
command and control. KFOR strongly supports that position.   
 
Major General Erhard Bühler, briefed Parliamentarian State Secretary Christian 
SCHMIDT and his delegation on the current tasks and operation of KFOR and the  
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commitment of German troops in Kosovo. Germany still is contributing valuable 
assets to the mission as the significant number of soldiers or the Field Hospital in 
Prizren. He mentioned the commitment of KFOR in the stand up of the Kosovo 
Security Force and in the development of its core capabilities such as Search and 
Rescue, Hazardous Materials Management, Fire Fighting and humanitarian 
Demining. Commander KFOR illustrated also the results achieved thanks to the 
highly increased professionalism  of the Kosovo Border and Boundary Police that is 
now fully in charge of policing the green border line between with Albania and with 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The border to Montenegro will follow 
early September 2011.  
 
Additionally, accompanied by General Bühler, State Secretary SCHMIDT will 
conduct a tour in the Mitrovica area and visit important sites. In the North he will 
realize that KFOR is an important stakeholder there and will remain a most important 
pillar of security also in the future. Any further reorganizations of KFOR should bear 
that in mind. 
 
State Secretary SCHMIDT, during his visit to Kosovo is also going to meet important 
stakeholders in Kosovo, as they are the Prime Minister Hashim Thaci and Minister of 
KSF Agim Ceku, and the Head of EULEX General (ret.) Xavier Bout De Marnhac.  
 
At the end of his visit in Kosovo, the Minister of Defense State Secretary will meet 
soldiers of the German Contingent in Prizren. On that occasion he will express the 
deep gratitude for the outstanding commitment in the accomplishment of their job 
and the great contribution they are giving to the improvement of the living condition 
and the development of the people who are living in Kosovo. 
 
 
 


