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KFOR hosts the XI European Young Leaders 

Conference of Atlantik-Brücke 

Commander KFOR, General Erhard Bühler at Headquarters KFOR welcomed today, 
28th June 2011 , the participants of the XI European Young Leaders Conference of 
Atlantik-Brücke. The Conference, held until June 30th and for the second time in row 
in Pristina, will discuss the main topic “On the way to new shores – the future of 
the European union and the transatlantic relationsh ip ”.  

The aim of the Conference is to let the participants discuss current European and 
transatlantic topics in plenary sessions and within working groups on specific topics, 
especially with regards to the Security within Europe and NATO.  

The 65 participants from over 20 countries, European ones and from the United 
States, coming from the fields of politics, business, and media, were received by 
General Erhard Bühler  who gave firstly a short excursus of the historical events 
happened in Kosovo in the last decades.  

COMKFOR gave the attendees a complete overview about the general security 
situation in Kosovo as well, assessed as calm and stable and he pointed out that it is 
highly improbable that significant disturbances would occur. However, the security 
situation in North Kosovo is somewhat different and there is still a potential of 
violence. General Bühler later on explained the transformation of KFOR’s new 
Forces Structure; he emphasized the high readiness posture, the flexibility, and the 
mobile operational structure based on 2 multinational battle groups that are 
deployable Kosovo wide.  

General Erhard Bühler  illustrated the new concept of the five Joint Regional 
Detachments (JRD), as well as their primary mission that is to communicate with an 
at the same time to listen to political decision makers, to multipliers such as teachers 
and businessmen and how they are the link elements to the Headquarters if KFOR 
support is needed somewhere.  

During the discussion it became evident that the mission of KFOR has still to be 
continued in the years to come. Some political issues have not yet been solved and 
require the presence of the NATO - led mission. Such an issue for example is the  
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administrative Boundary line to Serbia for which only KFOR has the responsibility 
according to the International law.  
 
 


