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Press release  
 
 

Lecture of Commander KFOR, General Erhard Bühler, at the 

Institute for Political and European Studies (ISPE)  

Today, 1st  of April 2011, Commander KFOR, Major General Erhard Bühler,delivered 

a lecture at the Institute for Political and European Studies in Pristine. He was invited 

as speaker within a session about security studies. In his lecture Commander of 

KFOR, first introduced Kosovo milestones and described the developments 

impacting on KFOR. In the second part of his presentation he provided a short 

assessment of the current security situation. 

Main issues and proceedings:  

KFOR presence and new structure 

Throughout the years KFOR maintained its role as an impartial peacekeeping force, 

dedicated to ensure a Safe and Secure Environment in the entire territory of Kosovo. 

Starting from March 1st , and basing on the improved security situation, KFOR was 

able to adopt it’s forces structure to the new security status, still capable to face all 

challenges.  In addition to the two multinational battle groups and the five Joint 

Regional Detachments, COM KFOR has a strong Tactical Reserve Maneuver 

Battalion directly under his command as well as reserve forces stationed outside 

Kosovo, the latter being an indicator that NATO is prepared for all potential 

scenarios. 
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KSF stand up 

KSF has to be developed as a multiethnic, lightly armed force, focusing, first of all, 

on developing what is called core capabilities. These core capabilities include four 

areas: Search and Rescue, Hazardous Materials Management, Fire Fighting 

and Humanitarian Demining.  In June 2008 KFOR was tasked by the North Atlantic 

Council, the highest NATO authority exercising civilian control over all NATO 

missions, to dissolve – with dignity- the Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC) and stand 

up the Kosovo Security. KFOR is closely cooperating with the KSF and the ministry 

overseeing it. 

Security situation 

The situation generally is calm and stable. However in the north there are still 

tensions and a potential of violence.. KFOR is very clear regarding the stance in the 

North: the weakness of rule of law is a potential threat and can only be remedied 

when EULEX and the local police are enabled to operate. KFOR is working hard 

with both EULEX and KP to create the conditions for this.  

Hand Over of responsibilities  

Kosovo Police is now fully in charge of policing the green border line between 

Kosovo and Albania. KFOR have also handed over more than fifty percent of the 

border with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The handover process of 

the Administrative Boundary Line with Serbia is more complex.  

COMKFOR concluded his speech reminding the students how important is the role 

of security for the development of any country. He also pointed out how in such a 

way Kosovo will move forward in establishing democratic institutions to the benefit of 
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all people. In that scenario KFOR role still remains committed to the deepest 

cooperation with the institutions, to achieve exactly that.  

Advisory to Media Representatives:  

For further details please find attached the manuscript of the speech.  

 

 


