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Commander KFOR attends the Change of Command Ceremony of 
KFOR Tactical Reserve Maneuver Battalion (KTM) and farewells 

Portuguese 1st Paratrooper Infantry Battalion  
 
 

Today, Wednesday, the 23rd of March 2011, General Erhard Bühler handed over the 
Command of the Multinational Tactical Reserve Maneuver Battalion (KTM) at Camp Slim 
Lines, Pristina from Lieutenant-Colonel Paulo Abreu, Commander of the 1st Portuguese 
Paratrooper Infantry Battalion to Lieutenant-Colonel José Amaral Lopes, Commander of 
the 2nd Portuguese Mechanized Infantry Battalion.  
 
Deputy Commander KFOR General Marco Serronha also as Senior National 
Representative of Portugal congratulated the Commander and the soldiers of the 
outgoing Battalion on their outstanding performance and expressed his pride to have now 
the Mechanized Infantry Battalion serving with KFOR.   
 
As a high representative of the Portuguese Armed Forces, Major General Luis Ribeiro, 
Deputy Commander Land Forces Command of the Army, will attend the ceremony. 
 
The KTM is a special reserve composed of elite units which is under direct operational 
command and control of Commander KFOR. It is carefully chosen by the Portuguese 
Armed Forces and is a very important asset of KFOR as it is extraordinarily trained for all 
situations, areas and scenarios. The soldiers of the KTM have special skills not only in 
traditional warfare but also in crowd and riot control on all levels of escalation and in all 
environments, be it urban, be it in special industrial surroundings or be it in the 
countryside. Further Companies and Platoons of KTM are well trained to perform patrols 
or vehicle check points and special operations . Officers and soldiers of this elite unit have 
a lot of experience to cooperate not only with different KFOR units of all nations but also 
with EULEX and the Kosovo Police.  
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General Bühler praised the strong and successful contribution of “his” Portuguese 
Paratroopers having done a great job in Kosovo for half a year: “You have been ready for 
any KFOR mission at any time in any place. You have been a strong pillar of safety and 
security in Kosovo. When we report to the public that the situation in this country is calm 
and stable it is possible because our Portuguese comrades strongly contribute to the 
mission of all KFOR soldiers.”   
 
In his address General Bühler said farewell to the 300 soldiers of the 1st Paratrooper 
Infantry Battalion, having served in the KFOR Mission from 21st of September 2010. 
During their six months mission the Parachutists were involved in more than 15 major 
operations all over Kosovo. It was a very eventful period for Kosovo. The KTM was one of 
the backbones of security on the occasion of the Enthronement of the Patriarch of the 
Serb Orthodox Church early October 2010 and the Inauguration of Bishop Theodosije in 
Prizren in December last year. Also December last year KTM was prepared to support 
security forces during the elections. A lot of Vehicle Car checks and security operations 
were professionally performed by the Portuguese elite soldiers. Parallel to all these 
missions and tasks the Paratroopers conducted a lot of training events and exercises not 
only to keep fit and prepared but also to train other soldiers of KFOR. Many people in 
Kosovo will remember the reports in the media about the crowd and riot control exercises 
when during the climax of the riots the Portuguese elite soldiers were flown in and 
restored order and peace. 
 
Commander KFOR wished the comrades of the Portuguese Paratrooper Battalion all the 
best and a happy return to their home country. 
 
At the same time he welcomed the soldiers of the 2nd Mechanized Infantry Battalion of the 
Portuguese Armed Forces: “Together with General Serronha and all comrades of KFOR 
we are proud to have you here and I am sure that your performance will be outstanding”. 
He also pointed out that starting from 1st of March this year a Hungarian company was 
integrated into the Portuguese Battalion so that the KTM is multinational now with two 
strong pillars. The task, the readiness and the strength of the KTM remains unchanged in 
the new structure of KFOR. This Battalion will remain one of the backbones of KFORs 
ability for rapid reaction in the future. 

 
 

Background Information: 
 
The 1st Paratrooper Infantry Battalion can review proudly on a long and impressive 
History. It was founded, named 21st Paratroopers Rifle Battalion, as a Part of Portuguese 
Air Force, in May 1961 in Angola.  
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Returned from Angola in 1975 and within a new forces structure in 1994 as 1st 
Paratrooper Infantry Battalion part of the Army Airborne Troops Command, they fulfilled 
their first peacekeeping missions in 1998 as part of the NATO Missions IFOR / SFOR in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.  
 
From this initial mission, the unit performed it’s tasks in different NATO- and UN-Missions 
like in East-Timor, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Afghanistan and as part of the NATO Response 
Force (NRF). The commitment in Kosovo began in June 2006, when 1st Paratrooper 
Infantry Battalion provided the KFOR Tactical Reserve Maneuver Battalion (KTM) for the 
first time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


