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Commander KFOR visits the Moroccan Contingent in Ca mp “Novo Selo”   
 
Today the 04th of Janury 2010, Commander KFOR Major General Erhard Bühler 

visited the Moroccan contingent of the Kosovo Forces at “Novo Selo” Camp, where 

they are stationed together with the French KFOR troops and the contingent from 

Danmark and Luxemburg. He was welcomed by Lieutenant Colonel Khalid Lkhiel, 

his officers and all Moroccan contingent personnel. Major General Bühler inspected 

the troops, vehicles and facilities and was informed about the high readiness and the 

excellent motivation of the soldiers. “During all KFOR history Moroccan soldiers 

have successfully served to maintain peace in kosovo and to increase the safety and 

the well being of the population in the region. So I want to express my gratitude and 

my respect to all Moroccans comrades and I am sure that they will continue with 

their strong contribution for the prosperous and stable future of kosovo.”  

It’s a tradition of the Royal Armed Forces to participate in peace keeping missions 

and, with regard to the cold and the winter weather, he expressed his respect that 

the Moroccan soldiers, normally serving in more sunny regions of the world, had no 

problems with the very low temperatures.  

Moroccans soldiers have been part of the kosovo forces since 1999, when the 

Moroccan contingent started not only with a military contribution to KFOR but also 

with medical aid operations for the suffering Kosovar population. At that time there 

was a Battalion stationed in Mitrovica with a hospital and two companies. Morocco 

had deployed 450 soldiers in the beginning of KFOR. When KFOR reduced its 

presence over the years the Moroccan Armed Forces reduced as well but 

maintained a strong contribution to the mission in Kosovo. Today the contingent is  
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composed of more than 200 officers and soldiers serving in KFOR Headquarters 

and Multinational Battle Group North. The soldiers contribute to provide a safe and 

secure environment especially in the North and Freedom of Movement. Their car 

check points and their patrols help to stabilize the situation in their area of 

responsibility in the North-West and North-East. Moroccan soldiers have a good 

relationship with all parts of the population and are well respected. The Moroccan 

contingent will stay in Kosovo after the adaptation and the restructuring of KFOR will  

be completed in March 2011. Around 150 soldiers will serve in Kosovo to contribute 

to security and stability. 

Morocco’s Royal Armed Forces have a long and successful tradition as peace 

keepers. Among other UN Missions they have been participating in Somalia, Haiti, 

Ivory Cost, and in the Republic of Congo. Although not member of NATO Morocco 

has been contributing contingents also to NATO missions. They have been serving 

with the Alliance in Bosnia Herzegovina and since 1999 in Kosovo. General Bühler 

expressed his admiration that the Moroccan soldiers so professionally fit in the 

command structures and the procedures of NATO: ¨The Alliance is proud to have 

the Moroccans at their side.¨  

 


