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Doha meet stresses
NATO-GCC ties

NATO hopeful of forging links with more
Arab states, says deputy secretary-general

MAYA MANSOUR & AGENCIES

poHA Top officials of Qatar’s
armed forces and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) took part in a seminar
here on Monday with the aim of
‘exchanging expertise between
NATO members and Gulf coun-
tries through a transparent dia-
logue”.

The one-day seminar, hosted
at the Doha Sheraton hotel, was
attended by the Chief of Staff of
Qatar’s armed forces Maj Gen
HE Hamad bin Ali al Attiyah,
NATO Deputy Secretary-
General Claudio Bisogniero and
Air Commodore Abdul Aziz
Abdullah al Mahmoud, who is
the commander of the Armed
Forces Strategic Studies Centre.

“NATO has given GCC coun-
tries the opportunities to bene-
fit from the experience of its 26
members through the Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative (ICI),
launched in 2004.

“Gulf countries may choose
their area of cooperation, such
as peacekeeping, crisis manage-
ment, training and education,
in order to improve the capaci-
ties of their armed and security
forces,” al Mahmoud said in his
address.

Al Attiyah praised NATO'’s
role in the region, saying, “Given
the strategic location, as well as
their large oil and gas reserves,
Gulf countries cannot compro-
mise on security. We really
appreciate the role of NATO in
preserving peace in the world,
especially in the Gulf”

He added, “We hope that
Qatar’s armed forces will bene-
fit from NATO's experience to
improve their capabilities in
environmental security and
combating piracy”

Bisogniero emphasised the
importance of NATO's relation-
ship with Middle Eastern and
Gulf countries, emphasising
that the security of the coun-
tries in the region matters to
NATO.

“Nowadays, NATO has to deal
with a volatile security environ-
ment, including terrorism, reli-
gious extremism, trans-national
crime and proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.
To respond to the challenges,
the alliance was obliged to
adopt a new approach, which
included not just defending its
members’ borders but also serv-
ing international peace and
security, he said.

“The political consultations
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Chief of Staff of Qatar's armed forces Maj Gen HE Hamad bin Ali
al Attiyah at a seminar at the Doha Sheraton hotel in the city on

Monday. (JALAL PATHIYOOR)
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between the alliance and
Qatar were deepened especial-
ly by the visit of His Highness
the Emir to the NATO head-
quarters in Brussels. He was
the first head of state of coun-
tries participating in the ICI to
visit the headquarters,” he
said.

Bisogniero said  Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates had all
signed up to the ICL. “We are
hopeful that Saudi Arabia and
Oman will... decide to take part
in the Istanbul Cooperation
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From left: Dr Hassan al Ansari, Gulf Studies Center, Qatar; Nicola
dc Santis, Head MD and ICI Countries Section, NATO Public
Diplomacy Division; Dr Khalid Hammed Aba Alzmat, Professor,
Department of Human Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Sciences,
Qatar University; and Dr Abdulaziz bin Saker, Chairman, Gulf
Research Center, Dubai; in Doha on Monday. (JALAL PATHIYOOR)

Initiative (ICI) because we all together, Claudio Bisogniero
benefit if we work more closely  told delegates.



