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T
he head of Nato has
revealed plans to
increasingly involve the
UAE and other Gulf
nations in co-operation

to tackle terrorism and the ille-
gal spread of weapons – but
acknowledges he must first
“overcome prejudices” and
“correct misconceptions”.

In an interview with
Emirates Today and a handful
of journalists from other UAE
publications, Nato Secretary
-General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer said he is preparing
the way for “new partners” to
join the Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative (ICI), a scheme
launched by Nato more than
three years ago.

GCC INVITE
Scheffer, who became the
11th chief of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato), some five months
before the launch of the ICI
in June 2004, has invited the
UAE and other GCC states
to join the initiative.The Nato
is a military alliance dominat-
ed by Western states that was
created in 1949.

“We should start with con-
fidence building. The UAE
plays a very important role in
the region, and Nato needs
global partners,” Scheffer said
at the Nato headquarters in
Brussels.

He stressed efforts should
be made to correct “miscon-
ceptions” and improve Nato’s
image in the region.

He said the ICI focuses on
“tailored individual pack-
ages”. He underlined ICI
packages with GCC states
would not involve military
protection. Nato officials say
the package will depend on
the extent to which individ-
ual countries are willing to co-
operate with the ICI.

Of the six GCC states,
Saudi Arabia and Oman have
not shown an interest in join-
ing the initiative.

SPECIAL REPORT››Emirates Today looks at the challenges facing the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation in the post-Cold                W

Nato reaches
out to the Gulf

for co-operation
Assistant Editor Hakam Kherallah travelled to

Brussels to talk to Nato’s chief about the potential for
joint action between the UAE and the Western alliance  

� Nato has committed soldiers and technical assistance in a number of conflicts including a peacekeeping operation in Kosovo, above AFP

� Nato Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer speaking to UAE journalists at Nato headquarters NATO
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SPECIAL REPORT››Emirates Today looks at how Nato is attempting to redefine its relationship with Russia

The discussions led by Nato
Secretary-General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer in Moscow

last week highlighted a tough
challenge being faced by the
alliance in its post-Cold War
era relations with Russia.

Scheffer’s meeting with
UAE-based journalists in the
Pearson’s conference hall at
Nato headquarters in Brussels
came hours after his two-hour
meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow, in which they dis-
cussed a United Nations plan
on Kosovo’s independence
and a proposed United States
missile shield – both of which
have been met with ferocious
Russian opposition.

His visit was timed with the
10th anniversary of the post-
Soviet partnership.

Kosovo appears to be one
of the most contentious issues.
Though Scheffer described
his visit as “very successful”,
he said of the Kosovo inde-
pendence plan: “Russia is not
ready [for the proposal]. The
situation is tense there [in
Kosovo], and restraint and
moderation are needed”.

DISPUTED ISSUES
Western nations have given
backing for Kosovo’s inde-
pendence, and Scheffer said
he had urged Putin to ensure
a quick solution for the
province.

Russia, traditionally an ally
of Serbia, has hinted it would
veto the UN-backed plan to
grant Kosovo internationally
supervised independence.

The UAE, in late 1999, sent
troops to Kosovo on human-
itarian and peacekeeping mis-
sions, and its 35th
Mechanised Infantry
Battalion was the largest from
any of the non-Nato states.

On the controversial mis-
sile shield, Washington says it
is meant to protect Europe
and the US against missiles
launched by rogue states.

Moscow has openly
expressed anger over the US
moves and says the plans to
base missiles in the Czech
Republic and Poland mean
they are aimed at Russia.

Russia views the system as
a threat to its own missiles.
Moscow also wants the West
to sign a new conventional
forces treaty, but the Western
allies want Russia to first
remove troops and military
equipment from two more for-
mer Soviet republics, Mold-
ova and Georgia. The Russ-
ians have warned Nato against
unilateral policies that could
destabilise security in Europe.

TENSE RELATIONS
Russia and Nato need to
ensure “each other’s security
and not take steps aimed at
strengthening someone’s
security at the expense of
someone else”, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov was quoted as saying
Moscow last week.

The contentious issues are
part of Putin’s ongoing talks

with President George W
Bush during the Russian
leader’s visit to the US that
began on Sunday.

Scheffer said the policy with
Russia was based on two key
words: investment and engage-
ment.The dialogue with Russia
on these fundamental require-
ments, he stressed, is “neces-
sary and constructive”.

The thorny issues hindering
the process of bridging Nato-
Russia differences, besides
Kosovo and the missile shield,
include threats by Moscow to
call for a moratorium on a
Soviet-era treaty limiting
troop numbers in Europe.

Officer Radoslava Stefanova,
Russia and Ukraine Relations
Section at Nato’s Political
Affairs and Security Policy
Division, said new threats have
emerged in the post-Cold War
era that necessitate co-opera-
tion with Russia. “After 9/11,
the threat has come from a new
source,” she said.

Stefanova said the Nato-
Russia Council, established in
May 2002, laid the founda-
tions of co-operation. She
acknowledged the need to
continue talks on deep divi-
sions between the former
Cold War adversaries.

� The debate heating up on
Nato’s transformation in the post
Cold War era was in the limelight.

Nicola de Santis, head of the
Mediterranean Dialogue and ICI
Countries Section of the Public
Diplomacy Division, said: “The
threats during the Cold War were
clear and imminent. In the post
Cold War era, the focus is on
cooperation, not confrontation.”

� The decision by Nato allies on
the formation of ICI, was “a logical
outcome of the changed security
environment”, according to Alberto
Bin, head of the Regional Affairs
and Mediterranean Dialogue
Section, Political Affairs and
Security Policy Division.

He said the threats in today’s
security environment are not
restricted to Nato’s allies as they
will come to affect all countries
around the world.

� Colonel Giuseppe Clemente,
head of the Mediterranean
Dialogue and ICI Cooperation/
Arms Control Branch, Regional
Security Division, expects basic
elements of ICI co-operation will
be military training and exercises.

� The lunch in the Salon des
Ambassadeurs, attended by Claus
Wunderlich, deputy permanent
representative of Germany to
Nato, was an opportunity to shed
light on several issues of interest
to the Arab world, with a particular
emphasis on the GCC.

Arab journalists said Nato
should do more to enhance its
political role in the Middle East.
Stress was laid on finding a
solution to the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict as a key to resolving
regional tensions.

� Maurits Joschems, Nato’s
deputy assistant secretary-general
for operations, admitted “collateral
damage” appears unavoidable in
Afghanistan because Taliban
fighters deliberately operate from
civilian areas.

Joschems, who spoke about
Nato’s current operations, said it
was a “moral dilemma”, stressing
that Nato troops on the ground
follow moral standards that are
ignored by insurgents.

� No American Nato officials were
available during the meeting with
the visiting UAE journalists.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE UAE NATO TRIP

� Nato Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer oversees an alliance that has had to reexamine its relationship with Russia after the Cold War and move from suspicion toward co-operation REUTERS

Hakam
Kherallah looks

at areas of conflict
between Russia
and Nato since
the end of the
Cold War and
efforts being

taken to 
ensure peace 
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� Scheffer, left, discusses Kosovo with Russian President Vladimir Putin AFP

� Visiting UAE journalists with Jaap de Hoop Scheffer in Brussels NATO



The UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait
and Qatar have given a
favourable response.

“We don’t have a military
footprint in the region. That
is not the ambition of the
allies… the packages do not
offer security guarantees,”
Scheffer said.

He added Nato currently
has 35,000 troops in
Afghanistan.

He acknowledged that the
image of Nato in the Arab and
Muslim World – tarnished fur-
ther by more civilian casual-
ties in recent military opera-
tions – should be repaired.

AFGHAN MISSION
He said Nato is in Afghanistan
to help the people of the coun-
try and their government
rebuild the nation and get it
out of its dark tunnel.

Scheffer said he saw the
potential for a partnership
with the UAE in this regard.

“The UAE has been among
the first [nations] to be in
Afghanistan” to help the trou-
bled country rebuild after
years of fighting and instabil-
ity, said Scheffer.

Top Nato officials say the

new threats faced by countries
around the world should be
confronted by inter-govern-
mental co-operation. The
threats include terrorism and
the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction. Nato’s
partnership network began
with the so-called Euro-
Atlantic Partnership Council.

This partnership expanded
and currently consists of
countries from Scandinavia,
the Balkans, the Caucasus and
Central Asia. It also includes
Nato’s important partners,
Russia and Ukraine.

That was followed by fur-
ther development of links with
non-Nato countries, with the
establishment of Nato’s
Mediterranean Dialogue.

“It was therefore a natural
step to seek a co-operative
relationship with the GCC
states,” Scheffer said.

Nato’s new operational
commitments were a second
good reason to establish this
relationship.

Nato currently has a major
maritime operation in the
Mediterranean, is engaged
under United Nations man-
dates in a security assistance

operation in Afghanistan, runs
a peacekeeping operation in
Kosovo and is in a training
mission in Iraq.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Scheffer said Iraq and
Afghanistan are of a special
interest to the GCC states.
Considering the threats faced
by countries around the
world, he said, the rationale
for Nato and the GCC states
to forge closer co-operation
ties is valid.

Scheffer said the ICI
arrangement with the GCC
states would be bilateral and
that no agreement would need
to be signed as it would only
entail a mutual understand-
ing on the concept of co-oper-
ation. Some individual Nato
allies already have existing
bilateral or multilateral
arrangements in place.

“We are seeking to promote
security and regional stability
through bilateral co-operation
between Nato and the individ-
ual states in a number of spe-
cific areas where the Alliance
can add value,” he explained.

Nato has proposed a
“menu” of broad areas for

potential co-operation. Sch-
effer added efforts should be
made to clarify what is being
done with a clear public cam-
paign in the region, both by
Nato and the ICI states.

“We need to emphasise that
this is a relationship that is
beneficial to all concerned…
to achieve this, we must do
better at explaining what we
are, what we do, and most
importantly, why we do it.

“We have to overcome prej-
udices, correct misconcep-
tions, share experiences and
build trust,” he said.

Though Scheffer had said
earlier: “other states in the
broader region that subscribe
to the aims and content of the
initiative would also be wel-
come to join,” he ruled out
the possibility of countries like
Iran and Syria being invited
to join the ICI in the foresee-
able future.

“I don’t see a reason to enter
into a dialogue with Iran… I
don’t see any reason [for that
dialogue] which won’t have
consensus among [Nato]
members,” said Scheffer.
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WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR OPINION

Nato has proposed 12 broad areas
for practical co-operation
� Military-to-military liaison
� Military experience and training
activities
� Defence reforms
� Public diplomacy activities
� Co-operation to combat the
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD)

� Stopping the illegal spread of
small arms and light weapons
through the region
� Civil emergency planning
� Crisis management
� Border security
� Counter-terrorism
� Conceptual planning and OPS
aspects (PSO)
� Military education

AREAS OF C0-OPERATION

War era and why Nato is now looking towards the Gulf for promotion of security and regional stability

� Canadian troops from the Nato-led coalition in Afghanistan REUTERS CONTINUED ON››P20
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