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Kuwait calls

Gontinued from Page 1

baged on the Istanbul Coojieration. Initintive
(ICT) Javinehed twe years ago by Nato leaders,

Kuwait caclier Tuesday signed a security
apreement with Natoto regulate the exchange
of security information ‘with the 26-member
organisation.

Sheikh Ahmad said any cooperation to suc-
cecd must take the form of a “regional securi-
ty participation within a framework of weli-
defined aprecments .. and Mato shonld not
discriminate betweeh countdes™,

Nato Secrerary General Jasp de* Hoop
Schelfer called for ephancing cooperation
between Nato and Gull states becanse they
Faged the same thrents,...,

“We face thie same (hekats — tertord

m,

‘nuclear proftferation and Fiiled states, We wll

have a vital strategic friterest in a'stable Irag
and a stable broader Middle Bast reglon, We
all share 2 common irlerést in energy sccuri-
ty,” he saitl,

Scheffer said Nato: was adopling "o néw
security approach in-a. globalised world by
trying to find “new answers to-new chal-
lenges”, and not just to defend Europe agaiist

the threat of invasion as was the case during :

the Cold War.
. “We have, realised that territorial: wnder-
standing of seeurity is simply too narrow in
an age of global twents,” he said.

“Rather than wait for challeriges to ¢ome to

us, we most be prepared to-meet challenges

where they cmmerge. even if that mean deploy-
ing far away from out traditional Furopéan
perimeter.”

Selicffer said - that - coopération betwetn
Nato and Gulf states had alpgady increased in
the fields of political contacts, intelligence
sharing and military inter-operability,

Scheffer also -said that the  Istanbul
Cooperation Tnitiative: (1CI). was not an
attempt to inarch into the Gulf region,

De Hoop Scheffer made that statement dut-
ing a press conference with Sheikh Ahmad at
the closing of the conference.

He stressed, “ICT is not Nato's mareh irito
the region,” noting. that riothing was, being
imposed on any nation and’sovercignty was
being respected-at alt times,

Respecting cach nition's independenee isa
key Factor for trust and cooperation. and con-
tinuing this step requires comprehdnsive
political dinloguce, He suid:

Earlier in the moming His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah Stressed that “this consultative
meeting” was aimed ot baying the ground for
¢laser gooperation bewween the two sides.

The Prime Minister allirmed, in bis inan-
gural address. that stability, coopuration and
development e [Gidatientdl objestives of
GCC gonntries -nd- it wag” fom. here that
cooperition with Mato derived its importance.

Elaborating, 1 said. Nate's: 26 niembers
had “expartise; capabilities S dkperidncas
form which our countries (GCC) iay benefit
und fearn,”

Heosaid  GCC-Nafo:: cooperation  and
exchanging ekpertise, was the 'best meins o
pvercome cnsts, serve the -people and pro-
mote peace.”

Sheikh Nusser rioted that Ue Mididle East

" had endured continued crises over the past

decnile that “people have paid-a high for with

lives and lost opportariities for development,”

Morenver, he suid the Gulf's indespensable
oil reservies were “the basis and the instigator
of intemational development.”




