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Ties with Nato on mutual respect: FM

Staff Reporter

THE strategic partnership between Nato
and the Gulf states requires an agreement
that provides practical solutions to the secu-
rity needs of both sides, based on mutual
respect, the First Deputy Premier and
Foreign Minister HE Sheikh Hamad bin
Jassim bin Jabor al-Thani said on Thursday.

The First Deputy Premier was delivering his inau-
gural address at a conference on “Nato’s Role in
Gulf Security,” which saw the participation of Nato
officials, civil society representatives and officials
from the GCC states.

“The Gulf region has its special circumstances,
which must be taken into consideration when talking
about the Nato’s role in the region,” he stated while
pointing out that the American-led military presence
in the Gulf was a result of two Gulf wars to secure
the stability in the region.

“The Gulf area has been an attraction for the super-
powers in the East and West due to the rich sources
and the strategic geographical position,” he recalled.
HE Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor al-Thani said
that Qatar reiterates the principles of peaceful co-
existence and international co-operation to establish
stability based on the values of justice and tolerance.

The stability of the region requires protection of the
region from the potential external menaces resulting
from the circumstances during the last two decades.

He said that political security will not be achieved
without the economic security. Therefore, “we have
to stride towards democracy and reform in parallel
with the development in all fields™.

Among the challenges are solving chronic and new
conflicts, especially the Palestinian question, stabil-
ity in Irag, and the destruction of weapons of mass
destruction.

“We can’t ignore the challenges in the region
despite the fact that security of the Gulf will remain
the responsibility of its people,” he added.

First Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister HE Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jébor al-Thani and Nato Secretary General Jaap
de Hoop Scheffer at the opening session of the conference on Thursday. .
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and Qatari Armed Forces Chief of Staff HE Maj Gen Hamad bin AII aI-Attlyah at the
opening session of the conference.

v

NATO'S ROLE IN GULF SECLRITY

0 MO 71 IR W00, ~ VD e ) ppemigls T

_responded

Former Nato supreme allied commander General W asley Clark, Kuwait’s Strategic
Studies Centre director Dr Sami al-Farag, and the Nixon Centre’s regional strategic
programme director Dr Geoffrey Kemp on the dais during a session.

No ulterlor

motives, says
Scheffer.::is %

By Bonnie James

THE Nato (North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation) is not coming to
the Gulf region to have a heavy
political footprint and it does not
have any ulterior -political
motives, Secretary General Jaap
de Hoop Scheffer has said.

“But the challenges and the
threats we face are so common
and what happens here in this
pivotal region is also relevant for

the security of other regions as .

well,” he explained in an inter-
view on the sidelines of the con-
ference on ‘Nato’s Role in-Gulif -
Security’, held on Thursday.

On the first official visit by a
Nato Secretary General to the
Gulf region, Scheffer was of the

view that Nato, which has a -

membership of 26 nations, and
the Gulf countries can-‘jointly
fight threats including terrorism
and proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction.

Referring to the Istanbul Co-
operation Initiative (ICI) that
Nato launched in June last year,
the official had said in his
keynote address earlier that it
was an invitation to countries in
the region to help promote secu-
rity and regional stability
through bilateral co-operation
with Nato in areas where the
Alliance has particular skills and
expertise.

“I am very happy with-the way
the nations in the Gulf have::
(to the ICI).”
remarked  Scheffer.  Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain, and the UAE -
have joined the ICI.

“We have made good progress
in developing individual work
programmes with each of them,”
recalled. the official while point-
ing out-that there have been
expressions of interest in the ICT
from Saudi Arabia and Oman.

The relationship between Nato
and ICI member-countries can be
developed on the basis of 2 menu,

.~which is focused on tbe mdwrd»

ual nations.

“We should recognise  the
specificity of each and every
nation (in the Gulf) and what the
nation wants. We want-to build
trust and confidence and Wwork -
together in the practical domain, .
do that on a bilateral basis;”-he
maintained. The co-operation
between Nato and ICI member--
countries can relate to training,
and working for more inter-oper-
ability between armed forces.

“It can involve having Qatari or
Bahraini observers at Nato exer-
cises or Nato coming to this

region to observe exercxses *"the
Secretary General suggested.
This rapport cam be used to
combat_terrorism also. “If you
want to be effective in the fight
against - terrorism’ we-.need to

exchange mfon‘nauon I see a lot

of pOSSlbllerS in this form of co- - .

operation;”‘said Scheffer while .

stating that he disctssed the topic
with HH " the Heir, Apparent -

Sheikh “Tamim  bin- Hamad al-
Thani and'the FIrst»Deputy?nme
Minister “and Foréign “Minister

HE Sheikh Hamad bin Jassxm

bin Jabor al~ Tham

‘However, the Nato .Secretary :

General~ stressed ahat ICL: is" a
two-way “street based. on the

value added for both parties. “ee

should ngver - be 4 mfé
street, ,he,saxd
Asked ,about Nato’s stand in

-way

the Iranian nuclear issue, the top-

official said the AHlance is not

seekmg a.direct role: in’.thé dis-~. -

cussions - between - tHe EU-3

(Britain, Erance,, Germany) on"

the matter *of uranidm -enrich-
ment. “The‘Nato allies of course
follow with great fnterest what is

happemng bécause it is.a very-

relevant problem:we *are facing
and I smcerely hope that'they ean
find a solution in thése coasulta-
tions, discussions - and’ negotia-
tions,” he said.: - ¢
Nato is not seekinga role in the
Israeli-Palestinian €onflict either.
“In. Iraq, Nato is.running a train-
ing ‘mission ‘in Baghdad, which

openéd two “months *ago, ‘and

“ 1,000 officers are,bemg trained.

Another 500 are being trairied in °

Nato’s schools outside Irag, -

“We are dqmppmg the Iraqi’

army w1lh ‘tarks., rifless and

ammunition so\that the country.

has a decent arfoy, and can stand
on its'own feet-as soon as po,ssn-
ble hé addedi.
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" Meanwhile, asasepame meet- -

ing .earlier “in-the”'moéming -HE"

Sheikh. Hamai bin “Jassim bin
Jabor* al-THani and -tfié Nato
- Secretary Gemefal Scﬁeffﬁr dis-

cussed &e'smnnbn ifi the region

and reviewed, theties bbtween

Qatar and Nato.
The meetmg.was attended by

the Director of the First Deputy-
" ‘Premier’s Ofﬁce “HE. Sheikh
Jabor ‘bin Yousuf aJ-Tham,

Qatar’s Ambassador:£6-Belgiuny :

Abdutlah Palah al- M and

4

HE. Sheikha* al-May4assa_ ‘bint °

Hamad . ai-Thasi -
Director - of E)rgamsanons
International Conventions. for

-Conferenees Affairs Deparrment

at the Foreign Ministry~ .

‘Assistant”



