Nato looks beyond Atlantic, seeks Middle East partners

DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL RULES OUT INTERVENTION IN ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT |

DUBAI — Mato is expanding its
reach in an effort to promote se-
curity cooperation, particularly in
the Middle East. Nato's engage-
ment in the region unfolds under
the slogan o help in promoting
7, stability and peace by
providing training and expertise
in fighting terrorism and prevent-
ing the proliferation of WMDs,
Mato Deputy Secretary-General
Alessandro Minuto Rizzo with a
delegation toured ||w Gulf region

different from the Nato of the
past. In order to deal with new
challenges, the alliance, at the Is-
tanbul Summit last June, decided
to launch the ICI to reach out to
countries in the broader Middle
East region. Nato intends to build
a bilateral relationship with inter-
ested countries of the region with
the common objective of fostering
security and stability in the re-
gion.

~Q: Do you intend to

with the aim of di the “Is-
tanbul Cooperative Initiative”
(ICI) floated by the Atlantic or-
ganisation at its 2004 June
summit.

The Gulf Research Cenfer met
Rizzo during his visit to its Dubai
office, during which the Nato offi-
cial spoke on the organisation’s
role and ambitions in the region,

Q: What are the key premises and
major ebjectives of the ICI?

A: Today's Nato is wvery

mitintive with the gove
AGCC coen. i

A: Yes, after individual consul-
tation meetings [ had in Brussels
last May with the authoritics of
six Arab Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil {AGCC) countries on a man-
date from Nato's highest political
bady, the North Atlantic Council,
I am now visiting the countries
here in the region to discuss the
way ahead in the implementation
of the TCT,

ALESSANDRO RIZZO

Q: What countries does the init
Hige cover?

A: The ICLis open to all the in-
terested countries in the region
who subseribe to the aim and con-
tent of the initiative, based on the
principle of inclusiveness,

Khadery

- particularly fighting  terrorism
aned ‘ddru«'ng the challenges

Nate is in Iraq at the re-
quest of the Iragi authorities to
| help and assist the Iragi govern-
t develep the capacity to
provide security for its people.
Mato countries decided, upon

A g with equip-
ping and providing technical as-
sistance to the security forces.
The Nata mission will, there-
fare, not be engaged in combat.

Q: What abo 5
ameniy Nato e
influence?

Ac It is wrong to equate Nato
with the US or vice-versa. The US
is an important member. Political
disagreements emerge from time
to tme among the members. In

g
about He US

limited to ning the war
against the Soviet Union, Today,
however, the mission is much
larger, particularly when it comes
to building partnerships, as Nato
is extending across the entire
globe — in the Gulf region, Af-
istan, the Mediterranean ba-

ANCE s .-.1 protect e M
e genocide. 15 there amy plan f‘?r an
+ to protect the Palestimians
Hhe Isracli aggression?
Az Nato did not intervene in the
conflict in Bosnia but was called
by the international commu
implement the Dayton

agree-
ments, [t did so under a UN man-
date. Nato is not involved in the
Middle East peace process but be-
lieves that progress towards a

t, lasting, and comprehensive
“ttlement of the

Qoo

Israeli-Palestinian: conflict should
Temain a priority.

e that it i meces-
5 AR organi-
llapse of the
Union and the disinte-
gration of the Warsaw Paci?

A: In the past, Nato's  primary ‘
mission was to protect its member
countries, With the end of the ‘
Cold War, Nate has moved from |

\
\

confrontation to cooperation in
the security field. [t has launched
a new cooperative approach to se-
curity based upon partnerships. |
10d1), we have specific partner- |
ship relations with Russia, once ‘
the enemy of Nato, Central and
Eastern Eurcpean countries and
countries in Central Asia and the
Caucasus, In’ practice, Nato has
transformed in such a way that it
hias become more of a political al-
liance with pelitical goals. — Gulf
Rescarch Center




