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NATO MARITIME P..TROL ATRCRART
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Ls part of the mutual cid progromme cnd in order to mcet
a NATO militery reqguircment, the United States supplied many
Buropean countrics with P2V Neptune aivcraft for maritime
reconnoissance missions cnd anti-submarine warfore.

To mect such o recuirement for & successor circraft,
ccertain NATO nations hove decided to combine their efforts to
rroduce onc. To this cnd, a group of cxperts pp01nted by the
various governments concerned held sovcrhl muetlngs in 1958
under the ouspices of the NATO Armoments Committee to establish
the tcchnical specificotion of the new aircraft and to exaomine
the design studics submitted by the industricl firms of the
varicus countrics. The Brdguct 1150 project proposcd by the
iSociété snonyme des Ltelicrs d'.viation Louis Bréguct? wos
selected.

Responsibility for the supervision and financing of the
prcgramme has been jointly assumed by the five governments cf the
Pederal Republic of Germany, the Kingdom Lf Belgium, the French
Republic, the Kingdom of the Nethcrlands ond the United Statcs
of imerica, the latter under the cuspices of its mutucl weapons
development programme. For the mencgement c¢f the projcecct, these
governments have delegated thedir cuthority to a Stecring Commit-
tee, the aircraft construction work being carried out under the
executive supervision of thce French “Direction Technicue et
Industrielle de 1'Edéronautique’,

This aircrcoft, both ot the prctotype cnd ot the cuantity
production phascs, will be constructed under an crrangement
wheresby the firm of Bréguct has formed ¢ conscrtium with Dornier
in Germany, ARAP in Belgium, Fckker in the Netherlonds and Sud
Zviction in Frence. For the prototypes, the  cngines are being
supplied by Rolls Royce in the Unitced Kingdom and much of the
clectronic ecuipment is being supplicd by the United States. For
production aircraft, brocder arrangements nct only for the airframe,
but clso for engincs and eculpment are tc be discusscd.

The aircraft, nomed Vitlantice®, is o mid-wing land
plane cquippbd with two Rolls Royce Tync 20 turbo-prcp engines
developing cn couivalent power output of over 6,000 H.P. per
cngine,



-

The fellzwing ore the main characteristics of the aircraft;

~ Span 2L ft.

-~ Length o 90 ft.-

- Height 35 ft.

- Wing ..rea 1,292 so. ft.
- Total weight 86,000 1bs.

The #Aitlantic is fitted with the most cdvanced eguip-
ment and opcrcticnol focilities and will constitute one of the
key anti-submarine defence weapons of the N.TO countries.

Prototype construction is proceeding very satisfactcerily
and it may be cxpected thet all intercested members of N.TO will
shortly be invited to give their views as to the extent to which
they intend tce cdopt this pleone in order thot the production
arrangements moy be set in motion,

The launching of this progremme is o further implementa-
tion of the 1957 Heads cf Governments' decision 'tc promote co-opera-
tion in thc co-ordinated research, development ond production of
modern weapons, and illustrotes thp support bcing given thpreto

by both Governments ond Industry.





